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Character ot the weather, state and proapecte of the crops, and 
ste of health at date, 





Nil UWenthor—A few drip on Thareday morning. No change singe Inst week, 
Mearly six monti< bave passed without rain. The harvest js becoming genetal 
throughout the district, Prices continye enay. 


e ND. |[Westher—Very strong westerly winds. The rubbes crops are being rapidly 
rea] No rain ix wanted til the outturn is hosed. Aghani rice aid 
moong baw wlrowly heen sown in low funds, and is germinating. Ploughing 

in going -on ¢ Manzo prouvines to bh vonderfal crop, sod @ very 

“w the searth ral Weaith iw vory good, but 
re and there, bat not im a vety severe forun. 
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Bil, |Wenther—High dry west wi 
» change 












ema)l-poa ie prevalent 


Rain in wanted for the bhadoe swings. No 


Prospects of crops or in prices aince Lost week, 








we | 0102 [Weather —Clondy oecasivnatly all over the district, A fow drope of rein 
in different pooces Kubler oattar reported good in Rajmebal, and 
Godda, Mange and iolwa crops good everywhere no far, 








Nil |Weather—No rain in the Swider station, A few very slight showors 
from interior Mornings foyzy and eval, but very hot later in the day. No 
ips Of importvice on the rom except little cottan, sugarcane, and tobaceo, 
Small-pox at Keulrayurn ; with this exception public health is good, 












. Nil. ‘Thrve-fourtsa of the dufooa paddy crop may be expected, 
Atw rth yrort will fail for want of rain, The state of the other 
drops. crops ix fair raging in Poores, Ruin iv much needed throughoat 

{ the Khoordal sul) slivisinn. 
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w | 190) |Weather—Heayy showere of rain have fallen in the centro and north of the 
| district, aud ploushing tor the main rice crop haacommenced. In the south 
of the district a bttle rin has fallen, bot not enough for commencing field 
work. Cholera i. prevalent towards tls, ‘ 












South: Western Frontier | | 


"16, Nil, Wenther—Syasutahic, bit hoe 
ate OF the vr 





diag vers warm. There is mw. chango in the 
Phe outturn of rafbee crops is very abort. A few cases of 
Dx reported, 


















fell on Saturday, the Lith, The rubies 
tturn will he helow the average. 

WL health os thir Simall-pox is till reported 
a cholera from Chota Nagpore Proper. 








} from Pulantow at few eabvie 
wf O87 Woeather—Sraronatle. No erops to report about. 


we | ORO Weather-—Kain ts wanted. ‘There being but littl erops on the ground, There ia 
} ag Lee Peper! 








mantel during the seven days immodimtely preceding, 


Published for general information. 


Oxcqurta, Sratisticat. Depr., H. J. 8. Gorrox, 


The 2iat March 1876. 


Og. Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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A by theinterior the prices + 
22-6 to aud gts : 

Ve tn the intertar the prites reuge as foltuw MV tunat 1029 avers, barley 4 to 40 teers, es nest ont le. te einem te 
26 were, thuiv 20 to 5 sew 0 gtam 18 te DL score, 

€ In the intenor the prices ranve as follow :—Wheat 20 to 2 eeere, barley 27 teers, rice bows wart. 3848 to 20 form, rice 2b te 
Bo seore, tonine 4 soers, and crom 22 to S6 seers, 

DvD lo es pyrene rane cone ot Sey 1 — Wheat 3-8 to 26-6 seers, barley 20 te 30 evere, view Laat 90, ar athe omen 3019 

oo 
range aa follow :—Wheat 16-6 to raieias We “8 doors, _Tionout fort B10 p-§. Fagg aneres qe 
26 











nian “opacity t 18-Garars, great millat 20 wee 6 16 evers, wnd 
¥ tn their ibe prion vauge ao follows Wheat 8 ta 17 eee ted a win 0 ager, vos ane 8° 

srere. 
6 lth “oun in Pn age ai What 89 se, rhe 0 ees, on gee 38 more, ir comin Bp ey, ings 


32 & 
Hin the taterior the prices range 9s follow i" bempaort 90 rice “28 sotfaand sarees. 
1 esencuces Se pte eer Sen ee. “a Figo ay wort Recor dal ood eae a 


ox 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE eS ee: MARCH, 22, 1870, 331 


Districts of Bengat Sor the ti ending hth aie 1876. 
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z a she interior the orice range as foliow —-Wheat 20 seors, rier best weft 11-0 to 16 worn, new commen 238 to 28-11 seers, and grata 
Feta AQ to 38 

fatorior the jrricce tallow s—Whoat 23 aemre, rie 
i ‘Be Beato re unc ley Who tu Ky, 
= Ly , mpitot 14 seers, maize 20 seore, and gram 1 to 18 neere sate: aicenien 18 to a0 i 
“ a tha Intact therptes range felon s— Wheat 10 19 12 view best eort 1 seord, Fie cota) wera, gram 8t0 


& Inthe sotoe tbe 1s fallow »— Wheat 2t seers, tusloy 46 s0ere, rice best sort 14 to 17 seers, rics eovtsan 18 to 82 seers, 
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r ee: Pan we hilow: :— Rigo belt sort 18 to 20 sears, tice comrnow 20 to 23 serra, paddy 40 to 45 seers, and grau 15 
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Re adore 





TIL score, rice common 26 score, and gram 20 agers, e, 
lew ort GS to 19 eewry, neo commun 17 to 22 avers, loner 
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PRICES-CURRENT of Food-graina and Salt in the undermentioned 
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a tN 
18 seers, nnd rice comnton 18 to 10 geers, ; 





K In the interior the prices range as follow 
$n the interior the pricus reuge as follow ies baat = ist oy and ead per apd) Sap ie 
T In the interior the prices ‘anue as fallow + fiat 23-8 Lo 24 wore, barley 37-8 w 4) avers, rice sort |2 score, coration 

peers, lesrer Diilets Mt 45 eoore, maize 36 to 46 seers, wid gram tes 85 seers. Pb m $l a7 
U In the intorior the prices range as tvllow:—Wheat 23 to 36 svvce, burlay 34 0 42-8 seers, rice heat sort 12 10 14 estre, tice (28 to 

28 cere, bnittish neillet (6) Govrm, wrewt wiillet 26 to 35 soe, leweor millet 40 snore, maize 34 to 42 deere, and gram 8) toB5: . 
V An the interior the prices runge ax tullow >—Whrat 18 to 20 ders, rice beat sort 16-19 60 31.8 agers, rice cdunmon 17-40 to 93 neers, lesser 
ig? millet 26-16 ty ZN ern, tonite 26) 43 acers, and gram 2 to 26 seera, * J 





Rice bom sort 16 





















W Ta the interior the priges range:as follow :—~Wheat 17-12 to 25 score, barley 25 to 46 sects, ree bese sort 18 to 23 sudrd, rice gon 19 to. 
<3 the lation” We'pelces tame ca Une wih 30 a aa aaa Ste BD ey pe von sig tn de /s 
te nu tor f tango ae iow :— What teem, ‘bevley taers, 
common 18 to wera, lence millet ¥4 to 86 asece, rane 39 te 45 woth AG Bran 98 Yo 98 aoers: is Pat Ye ee 


. CaLocotta, 
Phe 21st March 1876. 
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Y Ts Eausla a pss ap lboes ha $8 0s OE rg cla seers, rep boat sort 20 to 22 seers, rice Commo Zt ty 25 aners, 


OF Turia 98 to 5” seers, tuinize Bt avers, aint grom 18 to Bh aver, 
Z In the © et petees range ag lion ¢ r= Wheat 15 to 24 seers, rice lest srt 10 to 20 seer, rice cummon 22 to 23 acers, and grat 


Aa “Yah twee pie en tallow = Wheat 20 to 24 seers, barley 20 to 40 senrs, rico best mort 18 to 26 seers, Foy couinion 
Bi eeers, bulivish mnillee 45 to 66 seers, maize 32 to GO avers, avwl gram Jo to 10 seers. 
BB In ike irr the pny mage ne ftw =H: be sort 23-10 moors, rice common 28-14 soers, and gram 17-1 were, 
ce Ee Gis taper es riinge ax follow -—Wheat 22 to 26 scorn, barley 00 to 46 suera, rico best mut 12 sours, rhe common 25 to ai 
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DD Ta ee tier thal prone tance ts fallow Wheat 10 to 30 see, rice bows nore 26 to 30 seers, rice common 28 to S82 vers, avd gram 


‘10 to 24 evcrs, : 
Published for general information. 
H. J. 8, Corton, 
Offy. Jr. Secy. to the Gavt. of Bengal, 
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Weakly Keport of Ratufall compile at the Meteorological Reporters Office. 
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Serajgunj Xi | 2p | ditto 4,.! Not ree. 20th to 24th Fob, 1876. 
Telegraph Ofhce oe 124 ditt 
P| ia | Maneeing {Roti oas| ris] dite 
= . iu! igoree 10) ditto 
ie oe ORS ae Nily | 4b Ma. 
julpigoree —.. iniesioncr’s cn on .) ith Mur, 
s nom {St Office yuo) OW) ditty 
g itelya vio} O10] ditto 
= } | Cooeh Bebar Tributary 7 
Cooch Behar Ni | Na ditto 
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BENGAL.—(Continwed.) 
' 
Eaotxun Distarore. $ | 
| 1870. 
rerayh Uffion .., bul Das | 1th Mar, 
Linens, ones” G4) sob) ditto Ps 
Deca we } | 
Moousherzangr 
| Manickgunge 
. i 
| Fareestquore ! 
Fareedpore so 9 | Govaliniiter | 
a Malavipore } 
8 $ 
a ‘, , 
Backergouge ” { “1 otros. 20th Fel. to dth Mar. 1870. 
i 
| 
bowgo! } 
Lin ' 
Mymenmngh 5 | Crd 
az 
| med | Pe | 
e Vert 1 Oifiew wee Were litte 
Chittngome “ { cwacne f OMe sae , oy is 
; j Conta Han %. : : | 
E | | Noabtotly Snaikbatly ae | ond | ditto 
ae ical ‘ Caunittal . -| J3F4 .ay ity | 
= | ial | Reabmenlasiel 06 | : tite | 
= i { 
© | | Chittagong Mill Trt! Huweamater Hill | oie! om se | ao | 
| Hill Tipperab | 1hit Tipperat + vss] ote] a07 | ditto { 
ar H ' i 
| | | | 
REHAR, | H i | 
’ { ' 
Nil f een fitto 
Mil } Nit | ditto 
Paton ” | wen VEE] ditty 
| Nil eof Not [teh Mar! 
| Mi } ON | ate Mas! 
a | Na S Nil | ditty 
Gy Nil 3 Na | iirte 
aya “Dl Amimenbad 2. SP ONM byte) Nil] ath Mar! 
| Jehonabad =, tod Wii ices csc | 
Arrak 9 + | ews] elo iio | 
2 vin iN ON | ath Mar. 
| Shehebad: 91 thasee : 5 oe vith Mar 
< Ubuhoonls pe . ‘ ditty 
& 
Moraflerpore : s atta...) Not rec, 27th Beb. to 4th Mar. 
a Moznfforpore { lingerpeer dit | Into . ‘ditto, were 
| Seetamarhee Mitte a. Vitter ditto. 
(| Dorbhnnge Nil tle dite. | 
Darbhanga se} | Manihowisumner ,.. Nil fed dutte 
t Taj pore Nip Mt ditto | 
fF { Chnpra ia wf NE] ote ito | Not re. 30th Jan, to Sth Feb, 1876, 
ran 
wee Nil wre] eat ditto | Ditty ditto, 
o . | 
Motiharee Nil ont) GE] dite 
Chomparne ottiab \ ‘ woo} dit | 
Mongtyr Nit | ditte 
Mongbyr Mego Sera Nd ditte 
Jamoune O10] ditty 
Bhagulpore ~ Nil | ditto 
Soopoat ss | aaa! di 
bagulpore Muddehpoora ele 
5 Bunk Nil | 
Soularsa | ou 
E Purnewh Kit Nil ou 
B | | Parsesh Kirsengunge Nii | ent wos | ditto 
a Arruresh we] NE | Not ree OM] th Mar, 
. Nya Doomks On) NA} Obs | heh Mar, 
na Rajinebal oe Nib Nil Ni | ditto 
Soptbal unnabe 
Deogbor o~ zm Nil Nil Nil ditto 
Godda * “ oan Ni Ovo | ditto 
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Raw yxom tor | 
& Disrarore. | Srartoms. Ie: Rawaeee 
a . 
E Inches, |e to dato 
—— s TSAGoa SiS Rank (ee ae oop cae aon samen 
ORIssa. Inches, igyé. 
Telegraph (tice Nil Nil | 11th Mar. 
Cuttack ... { Hospital Mon 006 (0G | ditto 
Ja “s Bi i Not ree.) Nil | 4th Mur. 
Cattert : wef | Kendraparab . | ditte Nil | ditto 
| | | Jogotangpore ditto Nil dite 
(| Fale Point. 3 Nil | Nil. | 1th Mar, 
| Voorer “ oo Nil ditto 
i | Pomen » QT Khoontal tig Nil ditta 
| 
= Exe. Kogr,'s Office ditto 
$]/ f | Hnlasore... { Collrctore Ulhee | ditta 
Whuddruck oi | 
Ualacore Jellugore + 
Soran . - 
Chandbally = on 
Cattack Tributary Metals, Sambalpare “ ~ UL | ditto 
CHOTA NAGPORE, 
Sourn-Wrstras 
Frontiza Aauscr. Jaa Nia troy | dite 
dal * i 0 
Haaarectadh... } Tyigpenenry Nil Ul | ditto 
Hazarecbagb... 9! 
Pacburabs Nil O02 | ditto 
Nanchee ‘ss oar] Oat dine 
Lobardugus ... { Valarmow won} Ot] ditto 
Bingbhoom .. ... | Chycbmea 423 j wa | ditto 
‘ 
| Preston ra5 | OMT ditto 
Manbhoom .. { Ciovindpore Mi | Nib | ditto 
| 
ASSAM & ADJACENT) | 
HILL», | 
Syiber Pa ae | Sylbet = a res 276 40h | ditto 
(| Seobsauger v «e WHO |Not ree, 603) 4th Mar, 
Golug liar - ” O38 | ditto "| alte 
Jorebaat o- re | dite ditt 
Deopanie - Dies | dite litte 
Seebsaugor ... ...4 | Hattiopoutie | UB] ditto litte 
Maxengal os os 113 | ditto ditto 
Nazeorab . 30S | abt Mitte 
Sunteck oa - 1h | ditto ditto 
( Clerweo . oy 245) ditty ditto 
Benares - we | Not =a ditto eebtit 
Akyab a rad as | Nil nit Mar. 
t 

















Fartnvona Monan Basu, Head Clerk, 
Catcurta, Sor Meteorological Keporter to the Govt, of India, 
The 18th March 1876. 
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G. A. Sranue, Col., ac. 
Asst. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
inthe P. W. Dept., Irrigation Branch, 





The 14th March 1876. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the aad Office, 
ee from 8th to 14th March 1 
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The mean barometer, as hikewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made duriny the day. 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants, The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the 
lower rain-gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered fram noan to noon, 


€ 
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The 16th March 1876. in charge of the Obserratory. 
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"Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 





EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approvimute Return of Uvaffic for week ended the 4th March 1876, on 158} miles oven, 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—MAIN LINE. 
Approximate Return ihe eee Jor week ended th March 1876, on 0 1,279 miles open, 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Appreciate 2 Return ee eee for week ended 11th March 1876, oa 223) miles eee: 
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CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RATLWAY. 
Anprectents: Retura sdk Trafie for week ended 14h Marek 1876, on 2 8 sale open. 
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ALHATI STATE RAILWAY, 
Approrimate Return of Traffic for week ewted Wh Marck 1876, on 273 mites open. 











| 
i Ra. ALP or ee Re ALY. had} Bina 
‘Total trafic for the week “| Sach mo oe oo 790, 0 wr 0 6 wo} Mew 
Or per mile of milway - mm 3 0 awa ms 0 | mA O 1m of ara 
For previous 10 weeks of half-year ISAT+ ot Oo ow Oe eo a 
i ————$ } —_—_—_.. | | 
Total ford weeks 4. | BUNT AN YO Hie | zm oo] 72 O! In NO 

















' 


ComPanisos. 


Total for corresponding week of 
vas yar 





amt Liss lo 9 Ge 4« © sams cu | SI oF m6 8 sR A 
Wo mis 3 6 on eta om sie 
previous year. Ma , oon ont orl nace at! rhowao | som 6 3 wo ON! Les 


a 





— 








oy 


Printed and published by E>wix Momais Liewre, at the Printing Offico of the Bonga] Secretariat, No, 28, Chowringhes; tm tue 
City of Caicutta,—£20d Murch 1876, 


No. 18 of 1876. 


{REGISTERED NO. 20.) 





SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 


WEDNESDAY, “MARCI 29, 1876. 


, 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Non-Subseribers to the Gazette. may receive the SewPLeMESt separately on payment of Sir Rupees 
per amnum Uf delivered in Caleutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post 


CONTENTS. 









Procanprmns of the Count 
of Kenanl for the 





cnort af Rainfall compiled at the Meteoro- 
porters Oitier 78 


weexphic Report fir the pervod 19th 







tations 
Bewleitaon on thie A 
oatates dining 
Report on th 
quarter of 
Btstement sh 
poets af th 
as reported 1 
the 25th Marr 





meet of Wats’ cant 
nl Merrentions Inken at 


alt Market fer the € jee, Calentta, from Ith to 












Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 8th March 1876,—(Continued.) 





Present: 


Tlis Tlonor the Lirurenant-Governor or BEenGat, presiding, 
The Hon'ble IL L. Danrinn, 
The Hon'ble Sin Srusrr Iloce, Kr., 
The Hon'ble IL. J. Reynouns, 
The Howble H. Ber, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Jugcapanuxd Meoxrnser, Rat Battapoor, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Raw Suuyker Sex, Rar Dauavoor, 
The Hon'ble 'T. W. Brooks 
The Hon'ble Banoo Kristonas Pax, 
and 
The Hon’ble Nawan Syep AsuGar Aut Dine: Juna, ¢.8.1. 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 
Ox the motion of the Hon’ str Sir Srvarr Hoaa, the Bill was then taken 
into consideration, in order to the further settlomeut of its clauses, 
The Hon’ste Sir Srvarr Hoaa said the amendments which he had to 
move were all of a formal character; there was nothing fresh about thom, but 
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they wero intended to give effect to what was decided upon at the last meeting 
of the Council. : 

It was then decided, on the suggestion of the hon’ble member opposite 
(Mr. Bell), that a person who paid Rs. 25 in rates and taxes on account of property 
in any ward should be entitled to yote in every ward in which he paid rates to 
that extent ; also that a person entitled to vote in several wards should be able 
to give all his votes to one. candidate, instead of, as proposed in tho Bill, 
dividing his votes amongst the several Commissioners to he elected for tho 
wards in which hé was entitled to vote. With tho view of giving effect to these 
conclusions, Str Sruake Hoag proposed that section 7 be omitted, and tho 
following be inserted ax sections 7 and TA :— 

“7, The remaining forty-eight members shall bo clocted as hercinafter provided by 
male persons resident within the Town or Suburbs, who 
shall have attained the ago of twenty-one years. 
7A. Any person qualified as aforesaid who shall have paid, on his own bohalf and not 
otherwise, to the Commissioners on or before the fifteonth 
_ day of Jannary, in tho your in which the clection takes place, 
any of the rates mentioned in Chapter 1V assessed on land or masonry buildings, or taxes 
mentioned in Parts T and 11 of Chaptor JTJ, or any of the suid rates and taxes, for the noxt 
preceding year, to the aggrogato amount of not less than twenty-five rupees, may vote in one 
only of the wards mentioned in section ten, and may choose the ward in whieh ho resides, or 
in which his place of business is situated, or in which any of tho said land or masonry build- 
ings is situated. 

Any person qualified as aforesaid, who shall havo paid, on his own behalf and not 
otherwise, to the Commissioners on or beforo the fifteenth day of January, in the year in 
which tho eluction takes place, any of the said rates for the next preeeding year on account 
of land or masonry buildings situated in more than ono of tho said wards, shall be entitlod 
to vote in each ward in whieh hoe shall lave been a rate-payor to the extent of twenty-five 
rupees, aad no such person shall be ontitled to vote on accouut of any taxes paid under 
Parts I and 11 of Chapter HI. 

The word “land” in this section does not include huts erected on land.” 


The motion was agreed to— 


Number of Cotgmissioners to bo elected, 


Qualification of voters, 


The Hon’nis Banoo Kristopas Pan said that before the hon’ble mover 
procecded to his next amendment he eraved permission to propose the following 
proviso to section 8, of which he had not had time to give notice: —“ Provided that 
no officer of the corporation shall be qualified for election as a member of the 
corporation so longas he shall remain a servant of the municipality, exeept the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman as hereinafter provided.” It could not be right 
in principle that the officers of the municipality should be allowed to hold seats in 
the corporation as long as they remained in the service of the imunicipality ; as 
officers they would have to carry out the orders of the Commissioners, and it 
could not be right that they should sit in the deliberative assembly. To 
compure great things with small, the members of the Indian Council were not 
allowed to hold seats in Parliament, though the question with regard to them 
was not so vbjectionablo in principle. Ie would move this amendment subject 
to the amendment which stood in his name in another paper. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’ste Sin Stuart Loca moved the addition to section 10 of the 
following clause :— 

“ Every person qualified to yote under sections 7 and 7A may vote for as man: 
candidates as there are Commissionors to be elected in tho ward or wards allotted to suc 
person under section thirteen, and may give all or any of the votes which he is entitled to 
give in any one ward to any cundidate in that ward.” 

It was drawn in accordance with the resolution passed at the last mecting : 
it provided for the pone which was described as cumulating voting, and 
which was held to be very good and very desirable for such a city as Calcutta. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’six Sm Srvarr Hoc said the next amendment was to enable the 
Lieutenant-Governor to prescribe penalties for breach of the rules to bo framed 
in regard to the mode of election, It was objected to the clause he proposed 
at the last mecting that no limit was prescribed to the penalty which the 
Government would be empowered t» inflict, and he had therefore proposed to 
fix a maximum of fifty rupees, which he considered would be sufficient; most.of 
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the rules would bo mere matters of procedure and would require no penalty. 
The clause which he proposed to add to section 12 was as foliows:— 

“The Local Governmont may declare the ponalties which shall he ineurred by the 
breach of any such rule, and any person committing a breach of any such rule shall be 
liable to the ponalty so declarod, provided that uo higher penalty shall be inenrred hy the 
breach of any such rule than a fine of fifty rupees.” 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’atr Sm: Srvaut Toca said that the next amendment he had to 
move was also of a formal character, and was intended to give effect to the 
decision arrived at by Council at the last meeting. ‘The amendment was as 
follows :— 

Section 13, line 8, to insert the following afer “ aforesaid ” :— 

“and shall, at the same timo, if he is entitled to vote in one ward only, iauue the ward 
in which ho wishes to vote; and if ho is entitled to vote in more than one ward, name the 
wards in which he is entitled to vote.” 

And the following after “list” in line 12 of the 

“and shall allot to him the ward or wards which he may have named as aforesaid ; 
and no person whose name is not entered in euch list at the time of the clection shall be 
qualified to voto or to be tod ax na Commissioner. 

“Tf the applicant shall omit to name a ward as aforesaid, the Chairman shall allot to 
him such ward as to the Chairman may seom fit, and if the applicant shall omit: to name the 
wards as aforesaid, the Chairman shall allot to him the wards in which he is entitled 
to vote.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon'’aur Ste Sruanv Tooe said at the last meeting he was directed to 
draft an amendment to section 312, which would have the effect of exempting all 
markets existing before the passing of Act VII} of IS7L from. the necessity of 
obtaining licenses. In accordance with that resolution of the Council he 
proposed that the following words should be added to section 312 :— 

“Nothing contained in this section shall be held to impose upon any porson the 
obligation of taking outa license fora market whieh has been registered under section 6 
of Bengal Act VILL of 1871.” 

And in section 813 he proposed the insertion of the following words after 
the word “ town” in line 2 :— 

(“not being a market registored under section 6 of Bengal Act VILT of 1876.") 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hon’nie Siz Stuart Hoge moved the substitution of the following for 
paragraph 2 of section 1:— 

* And it shull como into foreo on such date as the Toeal (ey 
boing more than threo mouths after the date ou whieh it mey be published in the 
Gazelle with the assent of the Goveruor-Ceneral.” 

It would be impossible now to fix the exact 
come into effect, because it would be impossille 
the assent of the Governor-General. Tt was ne rv that the Dall should come 
into force on the first day of a quarter, and the object of the amendment was to 
enuble tho Lieutenant-Governor to deelare in which quarter if should come into 
foree. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Hoy’pux Mi. Bru. said there were two amendments in his name, but 
they were both connected with one another, and he must therefore ask the 
Council to take both into consideration at the sane time. Section 9 provided 
that where there was a joint family, a partnership. vr a joint occupaney, which 
paid in the aggregate Rs. 40 in rates and taxes. any member of that joint 
family should be qualified to serve as a member of the corporation, and there 
was a proviso added, that the Chairman should decide which of the several 
members, purtners, or joint oveupiers was oliziblo for election, subject to an 
appeal under section 15. It was the proviso that Ma. Bett proposed to omit. 
The section had been once before discussed in Council, but the hon’ble member 
in charge of tho bill did not on that occasion sce any necessity to make any 
alteration in it. Lut the section as it stood seemed so utterly ridiculous and 
absurd that he thought it would be a reproach to the Council if they allowed it 
to pass, Ho would give an illustration of the way in which the section would 
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be likely to work. He would suppose that there were four members of a joint 
undivided family, who paid in the aggregate Rs. 50 in rates and taxes, each of 
these four members of the joint family being above twenty-one years of age. 
Such being the case they would all be cligible for electton as members of the 
corporation. But the proviso said that the Chairman should decide which of 
them should be eligible, which must mean which of the members was most eligible. 
But of these four men we would suppose that one was an old man of 70: another 
a young mun of 22: the third & fat man and the fourth a lean one. Now we 
would suppose that all these men were anxious to have the honor of representing 
their ward in the municipality, and they all presented themselves before the 
Chairman. But how was the Chairman to decide which was the most eligible ? 
The Chairman might sympathize with age, and might consider that he might 
have less opposition from the old man than from the young man, as old persons 
were supposed to take life easier than the young. Then the young man would 
appeal to the Magistrate under section 15, and the Magistrate might take a 
very different view from the Chairman. The Magistrate might consider it very 
desirable to have in the corporation a young man fresh from college, who was 
prepared to discuss all questions from sanitation downwards at the shortest 
possible notice, and he would in that case reverse the decision of the Chairman. 
Again the Chairman might select the fat mau; but the Magistrate might 
prefer the lean man; and on that account the Chairman’s decision might be 
reversed. He hoped the Council would not think that he was treating this 
subject with levity. His object was to illustrate the absurdity of the section in 
its practical working. 

What he would suggest was that the member of a joint family, in whose name 
the rates and taxes were paid, should be deemed to be the person qualified to serve 
as aamember of the corporation. Objection to that course was taken on the 
ground that in Calcutta the rates were in most cases paid in the names of deceased 
persons. Mr. Bet did not suppose that a deceased person, even in this age of 
spiritualism, would desire to sit as a member of the corporation, and consequentl 
in such cases the members of the joint family would not be able to avail 
themselves of the privilege of becoming Municipal Commissioners. His 
contention was, that if the members of the joint family did desire to avail 
themselves of the privilege, it was not too much to ask them to nominate from 
amongst themselves a member whom they wished to seat on the Municipal 
Board. Therefore he proposed to omit the proviso to section 9 altogether, 
and to add to section 13 the following proviso. Section 13 provided for the 
registration of voters and persons yualified to be clected, and to that he 
proposed to add :— 

“Provided that no application made by a person who is » momber of a joint family, 
a partner ora joint ocenpier ax described in section nine, shall be entertained nuoless such 
applicant shall be the person in whose name the rates or taxes aro paid, or unless the other 
members of the joint family, or the other partners, or joint occupiors petition the Chairman 
to allow the regi:tration of such person's name undor this section.” 

The How’tne Siz Sruarr Hogs could not say that he had been able to 
follow the hon’ble member in the objection he had taken to section 9. Nor 
did he sce that it wou!d work in the absurd manner in which he anticipated. 
The howble member first said that ander section 9 every member of a joint 
undivided family which paid rates and taxes to the amount of Rs. 50 was 
eligible for election. In the case put, Siz Sruarr Hoag thought the four mem- 
bers were not eligible. Under sections 9 and 11 the whole of the taxes must 
be paid by one person and not otherwise ; it was only then that a person was 
eligible as a voter, or to be appointed a Commissioner; but under section 10 
special provision was made for joint undivided families and partnerships. 
Four members of a joint family might in the aggregate pay taxes to the amount 
of Rs. 25 or Rs. 50; in the former case they would be qualified to vote, in the 
latter case thi; would not only be qualified to vote, but to stand for election 
as Commissionc:s. But paying jointly they would not be paying on their 
own account; therefore all the members of the family would not be able to vote 
or to be elected. 

If the members of a family were unanimous as to the person who 
should represent them, it was obvious that the Chairman would not wish to 
interfere with the choice of the family. But if they were unable to agree 
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in their choice, it became the duty of the Chairman to decide who was eligible. 
By the first clause of tho section ‘it was provided that only one member of a 
joint Saaly should be cligible—not all the members, but only one; and then 
there was the second clause which said that the Chairman should decide which of 
theso members was eligible. If the amendment of his hon’ble friend was carried, 
the effect would be that as the taxes in many cases were paid in the name of 
deceased persons, all those families would not have a right to vote, or to be 
elected, which the Bill considered they should have. Tor these reasons he 
would vote against the amendment. : 


The How’ste Banoo Kuistopas Pat said tho hon’ble mover was quite 
correct in stating that he raised the question of extending the franchise to 
joint undivided families, for as the clauses relating to clection had been 
originally framed, joint families would have been excluded altogether from the 
poe accorded to other rate-payers. In comparing the amendment moved 

y the hon’ble member opposite (Mr. BELL) with the section as it stood, he could 
perceive only one distinction, which was this, that where the members of 
a joint undivided family should name one of their number as their repre- 
sentative, the Chairman should register the name of such person cither as 
a voter or a person to be elected. Otherwise Banoo Kristopas Pat did 
not sce any distinction whatever between the amendment and the section 
in the Bill. On the contrary he must confess that the amendment as framed 
by the hon’ble momber appeared to him to be incomplete. Suppose the members 
of a joint family did not agree in nominating one of their number to 1epresent 
them, was that family to yo altogether unrepresented ? ‘I'hat he was afraid would 
be the effect. But the provision in section 9 would mect that difliiculty. 
If the members of a jomt family should disagree amongst themselves in 
nominating a representative, the Chairmun could then decide which of the 
members of that family should be eligible. Now the question was this, whether, 
when the members of a joint family were unanimous, the Chairman should have 
a discretion in admitting the representative of that funily. ‘Lie honble 
mover had explained that it would have followed asa matter of course that the 
Chairman would accept the nomination of the family. Banoo Krrstopas Par 
thought it was desirable that that principle should be embodied in the Bill. It was, 
however, open to doubt whether the Chairman, if he did not agree with the 
choice of the family, would be bound to accept it. He might exercive 
the discretion vested in him and reject the representative named by the family. 
It would, Banoo Krisropas Pavadmitted, be an absurd course when the members 
of the family had unanimously selected one of their number to represent them, 
and the Chairman had the power of rejecting their nomination. If therefore 
section 9 was amended in tho spirit of ihe last portion of the hon’ble member’s 
amendment, namely, thut where tho members of a joint undivided family or a 
partnership firm or the joint sea om of a house, desired to allow one of their 
number to represent them, then their nomination should be registered by the 
Chairman ; and that where they should disagree, the Chairman should decide, 
as provided in paragraph 2 of scction 9, which of the said members should 
be oligible,—then the object aimed at would be attained. He entirely 
agreed with the hon’ble mover that it would not bo fair to exclude the 
representative of a joint family from the privilege of voting or standing us 
a candidate for election simply because the rates and taxes were paid in the 
name of a deceased person. In fact he thought that the first part of the 
amendment, which provided that no application should be mado unless by a 

rson in whose name the rates or taxes were paid, would be inoperative, 
ausc, as pointed out by tho hon’ble mover, many pergons in whose names the 
bills were now made out were dead. But the other clause would cover these 
joint families; so even if the rates were not paid in the name of a person whose 
name was rogistercd in the assessment books, still if ho was nominated 
as the representative of tho family, he could be brought under registration. 

Practically, therefore, the first part of the amendment would be inoperative. 
So taking all these circumstances into consideration Banoo Kuusropas Pau 
would suggest that that part of the amendmont be adopted which authorized the 
Chairman to accept registration whero the nomination was unanimous, leaving it 
to his discretion to silect a member where the members of a joint fumily or 
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partnership or the joint occupiers of a house disagreed in tho selection of a 
represcntative. 

The Hoy’nie Str Sruart Hoée said, if the hon’ble member would remem- 
ber, this poiat had been considered very fully. They all agreod that that was 
the best course, but the difficulty was how to word the section, as it would 
become necessary for the Chairman to direct a preliminary enquiry as to who 
were the members of a joint undivided family. How could he know who 
they were? bree or four persons might come forward und say, “we are 
the members of a joint family ; we pay so much in rates and taxes, 
nud we desire that the name of so and so be registered.” Then the Chair- 
man would enter the name of that person in his list, and afterwards three 
or four other persons might come forward and say that the persons who 
had previously come were not the only members of the family, and that 
they did not approve of the name put forward by the others. Various 
complications might thus arise, and it was to do away with such complication’ 
that the proviso in the section was introduced ; and he thought it was best to 
allow the Chairman to decide which member of a joint undivided family was 
eligible. No Chairman would desire to decido execpt in a manner which 
would meet with the wishes of the representatives of the family. That was the 
only object which he had in introducing the proviso. The question was 
fully discussed on a former occasion, and the only possible solution of the 
difiiculty was to meet it in the way in which the Bill now stood. 

The Tlow ste Mr. Danvrer said, would there be any difficulty in assuming 
that the thing would work itself in a good many cases? Ie would throw the 
onus of proof on the person objecting. Let a man come forward and say, 
“Tam the representative of such a joint undivided family ; it isagroed amongst 
us, and so J apply.” ‘The name of such person would then be admitted as 
eligible to vote or stand for election, and would be published in the lists, 
and then throw on the joint family whose name he had taken the onus of 
coming forward and objecting. Then if they camo forward and objected, 
—they would not come forward if umeccssary, but if there was a split in the 
family and it was necessary,—Mx. Damrier would leave the Chairman powor to 
decide. That seemed to him to get rid of the power in all cases in’ whieh: 
there was unanimity, which was a great object. 

After some convers:ition it was agreed that to section 9 be added a provise 
to the effect that where the majority of a jomt undivided family or of the 
parties in a firm or of joint occupier, agreed to select one of their number, 
the Chairman should accept the nomination, but if the majority did not agrov, 
then the Chairman should decide which should be cligible for election. 

The How’nix Banoo Ramsnuxker Sen moved the introduction of the 
following section after Section 29 :— : 

“294. The Commissioners shall tako from every Collector of Taxes, and every offiver 
or servant of the corporation whose duty it is as such officer to take, recoive, keop, or expend 
any money or property belonging to the Commissioners such security for tho honest discharge 
ol his duty as they may think yy oper.” 

hix section was borrowed from the Bengal Municipalities Bill, and he 
thou, it it wus a proper safeguard to adopt. 

The How’sir Suz Stuart Howe observed that, according to the proposed 
scction, it would be necessary to take security from the Chairman and the 
Engincer, and in fact from almost every oflicer of the Municipality. He 
thought the scction was unnecessary. If the Commissioners desired to take 
security from any of their officers, they could do so, as infact the Justices now 
did from the Collector of ‘Taxes, who was the only ofliccr from whom it had 
been considered necessary to take security. 

After some conversation, the motion was by leave withdrawn. 

‘The Hoy’sre Banoo Ramsunxer Sen moved the introduction of the 
following section after Section 118 :— 

“118A All officers and servants ofthe, corporation, are prohibited from purchasing 
any property at any such sale as aforesaid.” .- 

This section was intended to guard against abuse of authority by the 
police or by servauts of the corporation in the purchase of distrained property. 
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The How’sie Str Srvarr Hoce had no objection to the section if the 
words “ and all chowkeedars, constables, and other officers of the police” 
wero omitted. The police had nothing to do with these sales, aud chowkee- 
dars were not likely to purchase property at them. 

The motion, as amended on Sir Stuart Hogy'’s suggestion, was agreed to. 

Tho Hoy’sie Banoo Ramsuunker Sen moved the omission of the following 
words from section 140 :— 

* and the cost of such inspection shall ho payable in,advance at such rates as the Com- 
missioners in meeting shall from time to time direct by the person applying for the said 
connection.” 

These inspections were, he understood, made by the paid servants of the 
corporation, and it was quite necdless for the rate-payers to pay again for the 
cost of inspection. 

The Hon’sre Siz Srvarr Hoce said he could not accept the amendment : 
the clause proposed to be omitted was in the interests of the public. Everyone 
knew that plumbers in this country were very inefficient artificers, and it’ was 
proposed for the safety of the public that before a house was connected with 
the pipes and mains of tho Municipality the owner or occupier should apply 
to the Commissioners, and the Commissioners should send an officer to inspect. 
not the property of the Commissioners, but of the person applying; and for 
such services it seemed proper that the Municipality should be allowed to 
demand an equitable fee. 

The motion was negatived. 


The How’bie Banoo Kristopas Pat was about to move certain resolutions 
regarding the appointment of the Chairman of the Commissioners, when— 

The How’ bie Six Srvavr loge rose to order. He wished to ask whether 
it was in order to move at this stage of the Bill an amendment which was 
opposed to the principle of the whole Bill; if this amendment were carried, 
the whole of the bill from first to last would require to be altered. Ie wished 
to ask His Honor the President, asa point of fale whether the motion of which 
the hon’ble member had given notice could be moved. 


The How’stx Banoo Krisrovas Pat said he wished to explain that at the 
meoting of the Council when the Dill was referred back to the Select Committee 
for the consideration of the controlling sections, he suggested the expedieney of 
the Committee being permitted to consider other points involving principles con- 
nected with the Bill which were objected to in the memorials which had been 
received. Upon this the President was pleascd to remark that all such 
questions might be discussed when the Council took into consideration the 
report which would be submitted by the Conmittee, but that the attention of 
the Select Committce must be confined to the partic ilar sections that were 
referred to them. Consequently, Bauoo Krrsropas Pat abstained from raising 
those questions in Select Committee. 

He would also explain why he had not raised this question at the carly 
stages of the Bill. The Lill when introduced was in the main a consolidation 
measure. It should be remembered that when the Government was to appoint 
the Justices, it might be consistent for the Government to appoint shes the 
Chairman. But as the Council had since accepted the elective system, he 
thought it was fairly a question for consideration as to whether the elected 
Commissioners should not choose their own Chairman, and whether a Municipal 
Commissioner should not be appointed to act as the executive officer of the 
Municipality in tho sanfe way as at Bombay, and be confined to executive 
functions only. Ie would ox plain his views fully if he were pern.‘tted to move 
the resolution. He was entirely in the hands of the Council ; and if the Council 
thought he was precluded from raising this question now, he would, of course, 
submit to their decision. He would remind the Council thet the question 
involved in his motion was raised in the menggrials which had been submitted 











to the Council, and when he suggested these points should be considered 
by the Committee, the Council was ple decide that these questions might 
be discussed afterwurds. 


The How’ste Mr. Bett said, as nderstood it, the Bill was only pro- 
visionally settled, and there was an understanding, when the Bill was referred 
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back to the Sclect Committee, that any member might afterwards move eub- 
stantive amendments in Council. 

His Honor tite Presrpent having ruled that the motion was in order— 

Tho Hon’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the following resolutions :— 

“ At the first meeting of the members of the corporation in each year they shall 
to eloct a Chairman, who shall hold office for a year, and shall be eligible for re-election. 
The Chairman shall presido over all the mectings of the corporation ; and all questions which 
may come before any meeting of thp corporation for decision shall bo decided by a majority 
of the membors of the corporation — and voting at such meeting ; and in all cases of 
equality of votes tho Chairman shall have a second or casting vote. In case of the absence 
of the Chairman from any meeting, the members present shall choose one of their number 
to preside, who shall for that meeting have all the powers of the Chuirman elected by the 
corporation. Tn case of the death, resignation, ‘or disqualification of the Chairman elected 
by the corporation, it shall be lawful for the Town Council to convene a meeting of the 
corporation for the purpose of electing a Chairman for tho residue of the term for which the 
Chairman so dead, resigned, or disqualified was originally electod. 

The entire exccutive power and responsibility for the purposes of this Act shall be vested 
in one Commissioner, who shall be appointed by the local Government for a term of three 
years, and shall be eligible for hy gaat provided that he shall always be removeable 
from oflice by the Government for his misconduct, or neglect of or incapacity to perform his 
duty, and shall be removed from office hy the Government on the votes of not loss than 
two-thirds of the Commissioners present af a special general meeting of the corporation. 

The said Commissioner shall be styled “Municipal Commissioner for the city of 
Calcutta.” Ilo shull receive such allowances out of the municipal fund to be raised under 
this Act as shall from time to time be fixed by tho Goverumont: provided that these 
allowances shall not be less than rupees two thousand or more than rupees two thousand five 
hundred a month. Le shall not be permitted to hold any other appointment or to follow 
any other occupation, and shall devote his wholo time and attention to tho duties of his office. 
He shall-not he eligible to be a member of the eorporation ; but ho shall have the same right 
of being present at all meetings of the corporation. and of taking part in the discussions 
theroat, as any member of tho corporation, but he shall not bo at liberty to vote upon, or to 
move any resolution submitted to any such meeting.” 

He said these sections, which he had copied bodily from the Bomba: 
Municipal Act, were, he conceived, the logical development of the measure whic 
the Council was about to pass. As he had already explained, when the Bill 
provided only a Government machinery for the municipal administration of 
the town, the question as to whether the Government should retain the power 
of appointing and removing the Chairman, and whether tho Chairman should 
also aeRT the office, of Commissioner of Police, was different from what it now 
appeared to be. Now that the Council had thought fit to decide that the town 
should be governed by an elective corporation, partial though it was, he thought 
it was but proper that fair play should be given to that body, and that its 
executive administration should not be over-weighted with a Government 
nominee. 

The Sclect Committee had now recommended certain provisions for 
the working of the municipality, which the Government had been pleased 
to accept, in the interest of the town and for the preservation of that 
influence of the Government over the corporation which it was thought 
proper it should exercise. Having done that, he did not think it was now 
necessary that the Government should retain the power of appointing the Chair- 
man of the municipality. The functions of the Chairman of the municipal 
corporatian of Calcutta were two-fold ; firstly, deliberative, and secondly, 
executive. In his capacity as Chairman of the deliberative assembly i 
es gg over the meetings of the corporation, conducted the proceedings, 

‘aid the resolutions before tho Commissioners, ang did exactly what the 
Hon’ble the President of this Council did. In“his executive capacity 
he was the chief executivo officer of the corporation. He carried out the 
orders which he as Chairman of tho municipality embodied in the statute-book 
of the corporation. Now he appealed to the Council to consider whether the 
combination of this two-fold function in the same person was consistent with 
the satisfactory working of thesmunicipality. He was inclined to think that 
much of the friction of which they had heard so much now and then was due 
to this duality of functions vestedsin the Chairman of the Justices. If the 
Chairman had been an independent. officer, and had no connection whatever 
with the deliberations of the corp@ration, except in so far that he should 
provide information and furnish facts, so as to enable the Commissioners to 
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arrive at'a sound decision upon matters placed before them, thero would not 
have been that conflict and friction which had sometimes caused considerable 
dissatisfaction in tho town. 


When the Bill was considered in Committee of this Council at its sitting held 
on the 26th February last, the Hon'ble the President was pleased to remark, 
with reference to the control claimed by the Government over municipal 
affairs, that the position was analogous in Bombay. Ilis Honor had remarked :— 


“Tut how about Bombay ? Now Bombay is at least as large as Caleutta; its popula- 
tion is, I believe, greater than that of Calentta, and is at least as public-spirited and as well 
educated, and at least as well suited for self-government.” 


Banoo Katstopas Pat was quite willing to follow the example of Bombay. 
But how did matters stand in Bombay ? He found that in 1872 an Act was 
passed in Bombay, conceding to that town the present system of municipal 
self-government. That Act provided a body of partly elected and partly 
nominated Commissioners, and alsoa Town Council. The Chairman of that 
body was elected by the Commissioners. The cxecutive authority and 
responsibility rested with the Municipal Commissioner who was appointed 
by the Government. And this system had been in operation for the 
last three years. He had the evidence of the most competent local authority 
that it had worked fairly. The gentlemen to whom he referred was 
himself the Municipal Commissioner of Bombay not many years ago; he 
was reputed to be the author of the prescut constitution, and had the best 
opportunities of observing its practical working; and Banoo Krisropas Pat 
was much obliged to that gentleman for giving him his testimony in favour of 
the Bombay system, which recognized the distinct responsibility of the Chair- 
man and the Municipal Commissioner in the form Banoo Kristopas Pat had 
proposed in the new sections, that was to say, giving the Commissioners the 
power of electing their own Chairman annually, and to the Government the 
power to appoint an executive officer answerable for the executive adminis- 
tration of the town. This system had worked satisfactorily ; and if it had 
worked well in Bombay, why should it not work equally well in Calcutta ? 
He saw no reason whatever why it should not. 

It would be presumptous on his part to remind the Council that in those 
civilized countries where the privilege of the elective franchise was enjoyed, 
the right of nominating the executive officer who administered the municipality 
was not claimed by the Government. Of course, the position of India was some- 
what peculiar, and the experiment of self-government was also new. But the 
experience gained in the Presidency of Bombay ought to bea fair guide to us 
in Calcutta. ifthe people of Caleutta did not fall short of their brethren in 
Bombay in intelligence and public spirit, he did not seo why the people of 
Calcutta should be treated in a different manner from those of Bombay. 

Then the proposition ho had embodied in these sections contemplated 
another material change. He meant the separation of the offices of Chairman 
of the Justices and Commissioner of Police. And here he might inform the 
Council that he was not aware of any civilized city where the chief of the 
Police was the chief of the Municipality. It was not so in civilized Europe as far 
as he was aware; he believed it was not so in America; and it was not so 
even in the capitals of Bombay and Madras. If, then, in the sister capitals of 
Bombay and Madras it had been found quite practicable to carry on the 
municipal government, without uniting the functions of Chairman of the 
municipal corporation’ and Cotamissioner of Polico in one person, he saw 
no reason whatever fur ceatralizing authority in the hands of one execu- 
tive officer in this town. ‘he practical effect of this centralization was 
divided responsibility. It could not be contended that the present Chair- 
man of the Justices, with all his energy and devotedness, could perform to his 
own satisfaction the multifarious dutios which devolved upon him; and he 
believed that those who knew the working of the Police and of the Munici- 
pality of Calcutta would agreo with him in thinking that practically the 
administration of the police was left to the Deputy Commissioner, the Chairman 
of the Justices oxercising control only in raro and exceptional cases. If, then, 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police was the real responsible officer, by all means 
centre responsibility in him, but do not divide the responsibility. The duties of 
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Chairman of the Justices were so various and so onerous, that they weré sufficient 
to occupy his whole and undivided attention. Hoe was satisfied that with the 
energy and ability the present Chairman of the Justices possessed, ho would 
have done much more for the town if his mind had been less fettered with the 
work of various other departments; if indeed he could have given all his Icisure 
and all his time to the performance of his legitimate duties as the head of the 
municipality. ; 

There was also another question of principle involved in tle centralization 
of this authority in the hands of the same person. Ile did not mean to make 
any personal reflections, but it was quite possiblo that the power the head 
of the municipality might possess and exercise us the head of the police might 
be used to the detriment of the liberty of the subject. He might confess that 
his peculiar notion on the subject wis that the head of the health department 
should not’ be the head of the thief-catching department. ‘Thus, not. only 
on administrative and on what ho might call moral and political grounds was 
the separation of the functions of the Commissioner of Police and Chairman 
of the Justices in the highest degree desirable, but also on the ground of 
economy this reform was much needed. Ie found that the Chairman of the 
Justices now drew Rs. 3,500 a month; the Vice-Chairman Ks. 1,200, the 
maximum salary, the present incumbent drawing Rs. 1,000; the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Rs. 1,500, making a total of Rs. 6,200. Suppose we 
followed the scale of pay prescribed in the Bombay Act, from Rs. 2,000 to 
Rs. 2,460 for the Municipal Commissioner, and he believed that if a good and 
eflicient officer could be found in Bombay at a salary of Rs. 2,500, surely the 
Bengal Civil Service. which boasted of many able and efficient officers, would 
not be found wanting in giving us such an officer. Taking then the pay of the 
Chairman at the Bombay scale, Rs. 2,500, and the pay of the Commissioner of 
Police at Rs. 3,000, the same which was formerly given to the Commissioner of 
Police when the office was distinct from that of Chairman of the municipality, 
the total came to Rs. 5,500. He submitted that if it were decided to have a 
separate officer as the Municipal Commissioner for the town of Calcutta and a 
soparate officer as Commissioner of Police, it would not be necessury to enter- 
tuin another subordinate officer under the Municipal Commissioner who now 
held the position of Vice-Chairman. In Bombay a_ single Commissioner did 
everything in the executive department, and if the Municipal Commissioner in 
Caleutta devoted his whole time to the business of the municipality, it would 
not be necessary to entertain a separate officer as Vice-Chairman. Then, in the 
same way, if a single individual were charged with the control and administration 
of the Police, he did not think it would be necessary to entertain a separate 
officer as Deputy Commissioner. Vractically, as he had already observed, the 
Police administration of the town was carried on by the Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, and if a single oflicer could now perform all that was required of him, 
surely the Commissioner of Police, under the Late ri arrangement, with his 
powers and duties well defined, would be able to administer the Police without 
requiring the assistance of a Deputy. According to this arrangement, then, 
there would be a saving of Rs, 700 a month, the Municipal Commissioner being 
paid Rs. 2,500 and the Commissioner of Police Rs, 3,099 ; the present expenditure 
was Rs. 6,200, the proposed expenditure would be Rs. 5,500, giving a saving 
of Rs. 700. 

He hoped he had shown that the changes he recommended were not only 
desirable in the interests of the municipality, but also in the interest of 
economy. And if the Council was pleased to accept the principles embodied in 
these resolutions, it would then be neces: to make the required alterations 
in the different provisions of the Bill. He had not named any section after 
which this amendment should come, because he was not sure whether they 
would be accepted by the Council. But he had felt it his duty to lay the 
propositions before the Council and hoped they would receive their best con- 
sideration. He submitted that when tho Government had had the liberalit 
to concede to the town a measure of self-government, it ought to give it fair 
play ; and he did not for a moment bclicve that if these concessions were made 
it would end, as was apprehended in certain quartors, in a fiasco. He really 
believed that what had proved successful in Bombay would, ceteris paribus, 
prove equally successful in Calcutta. 
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The How’srx Mr. Bes, said that, as a member of the Select Committee to 
whom this Bill was referred to consider the control sections, he must express 
his surprise at the amendment which had just been proposed. ‘The Select 
Committee were asked to examine the Bill as it stood, and to consider what 
control ouglit to be exercised over the new Municipal Commissioners. Now, 
he thought it was very possible that if provisions like thoso prop»sed by the 
amendment had been in the ill when it was referred to the Select Committee, 
the Committee might have framed yery different control sections from those 
which they had submitted to the Council, and which the Council had passed 
that day. ‘The howble member had spoken a good deal about the Bombay Munie:- 
pality, and he had asked the Council to adopt the amendment, because the 
section formed a part of the Bombay Act. But the hon’ble member had omitted 
to state that the control section so much objected to in Calcutta formed a part of 
the Bombay Act. Section 58, which the Select Committee had omitted from 
this Bill, formed a part of the Bombay Municipal Act, and therefore it 
appeared to him that there was no analogy between the Bombay Municipal Act, 
which contained those stringent control seetions, and this Bill, from which those 
identical sections had been omitted. ‘Therefore he thought that in that respect 
the analogy which the hon’ble member had attempted to draw had altogether 


failed. 

Mr. Bess did not propose to enter into an argument on the various points 
to which the howble member had referred. He thought that if the hon'ble 
member had wished to introduce an amendment of this sort, it ought to have 
been brought before the Sclect Committee. In fact one of the learned Counsel, 
who had addressed the Select Committee, had pressed upon them these very 
sections of the Bombay Act, and he was asked by one of the members of 
the Select Committee whether, if the section now sought to be introduced 
were adopted, the objections of his clients to section 58 standing part of 
the Bill would be removed. And as the learned Counsel was unable to give an 
answer to the question, the Select Committce did not further consider the 
matter. 

Mr. Bet did not wish to follow the hon’ble member through the 
various topics upon which he had touched; but he could not refrain from 
obsorving, in conclusion, that it must be very satisfactory to the hon’ble member, 
the Chairman of the Justices, to hear the highly eulogistic terms in which 
he was spoken of by his brother Justices in the municipality; but Mr. Bein 
thought he must find it rather diflicult to reconcile those Jaudutory expressions 
with the recommendation that invariably followed that his salary should be 
reduced or his appointment abolished. 

The Hlon’nte Banoo Krisropas Par said the hon’ble member who had 
just spoken had referred to the stringent controllins sections of the Bombay Act. 
They were sections 40 and 41 of that Act. If the Council would refer to those 
sections they would find that they gave no power whatever to the Bombay 
Government to raise taxcs, as the Culeutta Municipal Billin its last form did. The 
Bombay Act of course gave the Government power to provide funds out of tho 
revenues of the Municipality for meeting any charges for works prescribed in the 
Municipal Act, but in which thero might be default, und inso far the provi- 
sions recommended by the Select Committee wero substantially in accord 
with it. Tho provisions in the Calcutta Bill distinctly declared what 
were the particular works which were made eenreleory upon the Municipal 
Commissioners. ‘They must, for instanco, provide Y funds for the _payment of 
interest upon the loans, and make provision for the forimution of a sinking fund ; 
they must provide forthe payment of the police; they must provide so much 
a year raised by loan for the drainage works; they must provide funds for the 
water-supply. And there was a further provision empowering the Government 
to appoint a Commission of Enquiry, if the Municipal Coramissioners had failed 
in ake adequate provision for the cleaning and conservancy of the town. 
Therefore, as far as tho obligations of the Commissioners were concerned they 
had been made sufficiently stringent and sufficiently vag ae And in so far 
he did not see how, because the Government of Bombay bad the power to draw 
fands from the Bank, whereas the Government of Bengal did not claim that 
power, but simply declared that the Chairman should curry out the orders of 
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the Government whenever default should be made by the Commissioners 
in respect of the conservancy of the town, and the Chairman would then be 
the representative and executant of the will of tho Government, there would 
be a material difference in the position of the two municipalities in that 
respect. 

PRaBo Kristopas Pat had already explained why he had not proposed 
an amendment at an carly stage of the Jill. In fact, every memorial which 
had been submitted to the Council complained of the power taken by the 
Government for the appointment of the Chairman and also of the union of the 
functions of the Commissioner of l’olice and Chairman of the Municipality in 
the same person. He drew the attention of the Council to the prayers of the 
several memorials that had been reccived by the Council, and asked for leavo 
to discuss the matters therein referred to in Select Committee. The Council 
was pleased to decide otherwise, and he could not therefore raise the question 
in Select Committee. 

As to what the hon’ble member had said with reference to the tribute of 
respect which Banoo Kuisropas Pau had thought it his duty to pay to the 
hon’ble mover of the Bill who occupied the position of Chairman of the Justices, 
the Council ought to discuss the question irrespective of personal considerations. 
If the Council decided that it would be for the interest of the town to appoint 
a Chairman who should not be the Commissioner of Police, and that the pay 
of the office should be reduced, he was sure that the hon’ble mover would be 
tho first to second the proposition; he hoped that no ee considerations 
would be allowed to sway tho decisions of the Council in matters like this. 
The Council ought to discuss all questions for the good of the putlie and not 
from a feeling as to how questions might affect the interests of individual 
officers. 

His Honor tar Prestpenr said :—“ Although I am not willing to prolong 
a very long discussion, I must say that I cannot in the least degree concur 
in the amendment proposed by the hon’ble member, nor can I agree in any 
one of the arguments which the hon’ble member has adduced. I listened with 

eat interest and attention to all the arguments which have been advanced 

y him, but I deem it my duty to say that ] cannot concur in any one of them. 
So far from the present arrangement causing divided responsibility, as the 
hon’ble member seems to think, it appears to ine that it has the clearest possible 
advantage in uniting combined responsibility. It muy be that the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police exercises a great deal of power over the police, and that 
the Chairman of the Justices does not interfere very much with them. Never- 
theless, he does interfere with them in some respects, «nd in so far as he docs 
interfere, he intorferes beneficially. But if his interference wus really so rare 
and exceptional as the hon’ble member supposes, then what possible objection 
can there be to uniting the fanctions of Commissioner of Police and Chairman 
of the Justices. Either the Chairman does interfere with the management of 
the police, or he docs not; if he does not, then there is no practical harm 
in having the power; but if he does, I maintain that he does so with 
advantage. 

“The duties of the Chairman may be varicd and onerous, as the hon’ble 
member seems to consider, but I believe they will not be rendered less onerous 
by his being shorn of his power as Commissioner of Polico, and I believe 
that the possession of this power renders the execution of his duty as Chairman 
of the Justices much more smooth than it would otherwise be; and so far 
from his being able to do much more for the town if he were not also Com- 
missioner of Volice (as the hon’ble member supposes), my belicf ia that he 
would be able to do much less; and that were the functions of the two offices 
to bo divided, tho state of the town would not be so _ as we now see it. 
And as to the combined ers being used to tho detriment of the poor and 
the liberty of the people of the town (as stated by the hon’ble member), I 
cannot at all belicve that to be the case. I do not suppose that the police 
are always blameless; they may be sometimes in the wrong. But on 
the whole, I believe that the police powers of the town, as administered by 
the officer who combines the functions of Chairman of the Justices and Com- 
missioner of Police, are exercised judiciously and considerately towards the 
people. There may be, instances to the contrary, but whenever they occur 
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a prompt remedy is applied. But my impression is that the police administra- 
tion of the town has beon on tho whole just and considerate towards tho 
people, and that it is moro likely to be so whon the two offices arc combined 
in an officer who has so'dircct an interest in the welfare of the town as the 
Chairman of the Justices must necessarily have. I desire to put that in the 
clearest manner as regards the interests of the people, namely, that the Com- 
missioner of Polico was more likely to be merciful and considerate when 
he holds the office of Chairman of the Justices, than if he held the office 
of Commisissioner of Police only. 1 believe it is the combination of the two 
offices that greatly improves the practical adaptibility of the police administra- 
tion to the needs and feclings of the people. 

As regards the experience of Bombay, I necd not remind the Council at 
this moment that I have a great respect for the example of that presidency 
town, having so recently quoted its experience from this chair. But there are 
eases in which this Council may be permitted to judge for itself, and’ I contend 
that in this matter we have a better system than that which exists at Bombay. 
We have what is of the greatest benefit, namely, a strong, united, and efficient 
executive, und I believe the condition of the city and its administration will 
compare favorably with that of any city in British India; and I do hope that 
there may be no aichaies of this part of the system, which long experience 
has shown to work so well.” 

The Council then divided :— 


” « Mr. Darien. 
His Hoven rie Presment. 


Ayes, Nocs—7. 
Tire Ton’ Nawat Asucar Au. j Tur Hovx'unn Banoo Rawsuunker Sew. 
is ee Banoo Kristopas Pat. | a “ « Jeceavanuny Mook erven. 

+ Mr. Brooxrs. . S % Mr. Beat. 
| ” » Reynoups. 
| ss “ Sr« Stvanr Loca, 
' 
i 


Tho motion was therefore negatived. 


His Honor tHe Parstpent said—“ there is one point I wish to mention and 
to leave the decision entircly in the hands ef the Council. It has been 
impressed upon me by the second of the two deputations which came to see me 
that it would give great satisfaction if, in the elective sections of tho Bill, the 
proportion of Municipal Commissioners to be i by the Government 
should be reduced from one-third to one-fourth. I have just received 
letter from the Chairman of the Indian League, which presses upon me 
same view as that which was urged by the very large deputation to which I have 
referred. ‘That deputation comprised many gentlemen of rank, wealth, and sta- 
tion, besides the members of the Indian League, and they certainly urged this 

int very much upon my attention. I understand that they attach very great 
importance to it. I myself do not sce it in the same light ; I don’t think it 
very much matters whether the proportion of nominated Commissioners is one- 
third or one-fourth, so far as the Government is concerned ; it is not a point on 
which the. Government is particularly interested. Certainly the Government has 
no desiro to obtain the power of appointing embers who would be, as it 
were, Government nominees. That is not the object with which the section has 
been introduced. ‘The object of the Council in introducing that section is this, 
that in the event of the elections not sufficiently representing certain sections 
of the community, particularly the Malumedan section of the community and 
the European section, the Government should havo the power of redressing 
the balance. It was for the purpose of this redressing of the balance that the 
proportion of one-third was taken. Iam myself so far sanguine that the elections 
will on the whole nearly represent the different sections of the community that 
I am quite willing to reduce the proportion from one-third to ono-fourth, 
if that shall be the pleasuré of the Council. I think it is a concession 
that may be safely made. Then, on the other hand, I confess I do not 
attach to it the same importance which the deputation attached to it, and which 
I understand they still do attach to it. So, considering that it is important 
to make all such concessions to any important section of the rato-payers as can 
safely be made, I would desire to say I for one am prepared to yield that 
particular point if it shall be the pleasure of the Council, If, however, the Council 
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think otherwise, thon I am quite prepared to stand by the first decision refer- 
red to. If, on the other hand, the Council are prepared to make this concession 
which I for one am willing to make, I think the Government will be prepared 
to accept it. I would not desire to press the point upon the attention of the 
Council, but would leave entirely to their cotiilerdta the concession asked for 
hy this section of the rate-payers. We have had so much discussion upon the 
point, and the matter is so clear to the mind of every member present, that 1 
would desire to submit the question now for their consideration, and 1 would 
ask the Council to be good enough to decide the point one way or the other at 
the present sitting.” 

The Hon’nie Mr. Beut said he thought it would be dangerous to reduce 
the proportion of nominated Commissioners, if there was to be no restriction 
as to the proportion of Commissioners of different nationalities that were to be 
elected. Ie thought the proportion of Commissioners to be nominated by the 
Government should not be reduced, while there were such important minorities 
that were likely to be unrepresented, us it would cnuble the Government to 
redress the balance where it might be necessary to do so. 

His Honor tue Presmenr said it seemed to him that all the rate-payers, 
including the members of the deputation with whom he had conversed, who 
were in favor of reducing the proportion of nominated Commissioners, held this 
opinion, namely, that the Commissioners appointed by the Government would 
in the main yote on the side which they thought the Government approved. 
That was their apprehension. He himself, as the Council knew, did not share 
that opinion. On the contrary, he might say from past experience that the 
gentlemen who were nominated by the Government did not always vote with 
the Government. He did not ut all believe that the Commissioners appointed 
by the Government would vote with the Government. But still there appeared 
to be in the public mind amongst the native community some apprehension 
to the contrary, and he was afraid that somehow or other they would not 
rid themselves of the fear that the Commissioners appointed by the Govern- 
ment would, as a rule, vote on the side of Government. He thought it 
was important, if the Council reasonably could, to allay these apprchensions. 
Certainly nothing was farther from the intention of the Government than 
that any such apprehension should be realized ; therefore, the reduction of the 
proportion of nominated Commissioners would on the whole give confidence to 
a certain section of the rate-payers, the section who wore most in favor of the 
elective system. 

The How’ste Banoo Juacavancxy Mooxersue said he did not think it 
would be udvisablo to alter the provisions of the Bill in this respect, and for 
this reason, that the elective system was an experiment. Some such change 
might perhaps hereafter be made if the system were found to work well; but 
when the Council started with a measure which had not been tried, he did not 
think it would be quite consistent with the position the Municipality held to 
the Government to reduce the proposed number of nominated Commissioners 
from one-third to one-fourth of the whole number. But supposing the Council 
were of mente that the number might be reduced, then he would propose for 
the consideration of the Council that it should be provided that the number of 
Commissioners to be appointed by the Government should be not more than 
one-third ; that sae leave a discretion to the Government to appoint any 
number not being more than one-third of the whole number. 

The Hon’ste Nawan Syep Asuoar Au and ‘the How’str Bazoo 
RaMsuUNKER SEN expressed themselves in favor of the proportion of one-third. 

The Hon’uie Mr. Dampren observed that the proposition made by the 
hon’ble member on his right (Baboo Juggadanund Mookerjee) might perhaps 
be improved by providing that the number of nominated Commissioners 
should be not amore than one-third and not less than one-fourth. The 
Lieutenant-Governor would then be in a position to fix the number according 
to what he considered the necessities of the case. The position of the 
matter seemed to be this. The Council seemed to think that one-third was the 
smallest number that could safely be fixed for this experiment, but the executive 
Government took a more liberal view, and was inclined to with a leas 
number. The Council thought it dangerous to do so, but they did not wish to 
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refuse the Government its wish of making the more Liberal attempt. They 
did not wish to say to the Government ‘you shall not be more liberal than 
we ure.” 

The How’ Sir Srvarr Ifoce considered tie suggestion impracticable ; 
_— necessitate an entire reconstruction of the constitution clauses of the 

ill. 

Tho Hoye Banoo Krisronas Pan said that as le was in favor of the 
lessor proportion, and had sugyested the proportion of one-fourth when the 
question was proposed in the first instance, he would, to bring the matter to an 
issue, move that in section 6, line 1, the number “cighteen”? be substituted for 
“ twenty-four,” and that in section 7, line 1, the word © fifty-four” be substi- 
tuted for “ furty-cight.” 

Tho Howie Mr. Brookes said he was in favor of the proportion of one- 
third. When one-fourth was suggested, the Bill provided for the election of 
Commissioners of the different nationalities in certain proportions, and it 
was his suggestion that under those circumstances the Government should 
have power to nominate eighteen Conumissioners. so that the Government 
might have power to balance the nationalities if the elected Commissioners 
should consist entirely or almost entirely of Hindoos. He thought it very wise 
that the Goverment should have such power, sind he should therefore support 
the proportion of one-third and vote against reducing it to one-fourth. 

The Hosmer: Mn. Revvoros said he thought the proportion of one-fourth 
nominated Commissioners was saflicient, but the opinion of the majority of 
the Council seemed to be the other way. 

His Toxon rie Piestoenr thought that those rate-payers who were anxious 
that the proportion of one-third should be substituted for one-fourth, would see 
that the question had been fully put before the Council and lad been exactly 
considered, andl that. the sense of the Council was decidedly against it; there 
seemed to be no doubt of that being the opinion of the Council. Ife himself 
did not attach to it that importance which the members of the deputation to 
which he had referred seemed ty attach to it; and being quite certain in his 
own mind that the fear they entertained would not be realized, at least in his 
time, he should not very much care, as far as he was personally concerned, 
which way the question was decided; for hv should certainly not appoint 
members to the municipal commission with the view of their voting with the 
Government. The Government had uo interest in the matter except that 
the policy of ee a should continue. 

















The Council then divided :— 
Ayrs—2. Noes—7. 
Ti: Hon’ ate Banoo Kuistopas Pan. Tur don nie Nawan Syvep Asieer Au. 
Mu. Reyxo.ns. 1 ow a» Mr. Brookes. 


oy ” 
Banoo Ramsie nken Sen. 





” ” 
ie » Jvecapanvnn MooxersEE. 
” Mis Be. 

” " mm Sreanr Hoa. 

” «Mr, Damrie. 


Tho motion was therefore negatived. 

Tho Bill was then directed to be published in the next Gazetle with the 
views of being passed on Saturday, the 25th instant. 

The Council was adjourned to Monday, the 20th instant, at 1] a.m. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF WARDS’ AND 
ATTACHED ESTATES DURING 1874-75. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT—LAND REVENUE, 
Calcutla, the 23rd March 1876. 
Reap— . 

A letter from the Board of Revenue, No. 85A., dated the 17th February 1876, showing 
the position and remuneration of the managers of the estates administered by the 
Court of Wards. 

The report of the Board of Revenue on the administration of wards’ and attached estates 
for the year 1874-75, 

Tuk compilation of the annual report on wards’ estates for the year 
1878-74 was suspended in consequence of the famine, many of the largest and 
most important estates under the Court being situated in the distressed 
districts. ‘The appendices, however, to the present report contain the figured 
statements for both years, though the report itself is for the year 1874-75. 

2. The report, though submitted somewhat late, gives a very clear and 
complete review of this important department of the administration, and the 
thanks of the Licutenant-Governor are due to the Member in charge for the 
careful and comprehensive manner in which the report las been drawn up, 
and for the valuable information which it gives regarding the history and 
position of the estates to which it refers, The report, in fact, is not merely 
a narrative of the transactions of the year, but it forms a manual of reference 
which will be of permanent usefulness and interest. 

3. As regards the general principles upon which these estates should be 
managed, the Lieutenant-Governor desires to adhere to the views which he has 
already expressed, and which are quoted in the 7th paragraph of the report. It 
should be the aim, he thinks, of the officers of Government to make a ward’s 
estate a model of a well managed property. On the one hand, it should not 
be a primary object to add to the arca of the estate by fresh purchases of land, 
or to accumulate large sums of ready money, or to raiso the rent-roll by 
enhancements which would impoverish the cultivators, or to resume plots of land 
which are held rent-free in necordance with the customs and feelings of native 
proprietors. On the other hand, the due rights of the landlord should be 
maintained unimpaired, the punctual payment of reasonable rents should 
be insisted on, and more money should not be spent on improvements, 
or for such purposes as schools and dispensarics, than an enlightened and 
liberal minded landlord might be expected to Jay out upon objects of the kind, 
Surplus funds may always be spent upon reproductive improvements, which 
will return a fair interest on the outlay; but the officers of Government are 
not required, any more tlan the landlord himself could be required, to devote 
to charity, to education, or to other benefits to the tenantry, a Jarger sum than 
is in accordance with the circumstances of the estate and the position of the 
proprietor. The fiduciary nature of the management of these estates by Govern- 
ment must be carefully kept in mind in all expenditure which may be proposed. 
At the same time Sir Richard Temple desires to record an expression of his 
concurrence in the view taken by the Member in charge that a zemindar who has 
leased out his estate should not regard himself as occupying the position of an 
annuitant, and is not relieved from all moral obligation to contribute to 
improvements affecting the condition of the cultivators. He should remember 
that he is stil| tle zemindar of the estate. 

4, The Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that the samo principles should 
be applied to the selection of the system which it may be thought advisable 
to adopt for the management of these estates. He entirely accepts the 
opinion of his predecessor that tho farming system ought not, as a rule, 
to be permitted. But he would prohibit it, not only ‘because it is incon. 
yenient to the ryots, but because it is prejudicial to the bost interests of 
the landlord, It happens that large estates are managed by the Court 
of Wards in two parts of the country in which the farming system is 
very generally adopted by native proprietors, namely, in B and in 
Chota Nagpore. Experience has shown that in Behar objectionable results 
lave followed from this system. ‘he farmer has sometimes been a mere 
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outside speculator, whose only object it was to realize all he could during 
the brief term of his management, and whose interests were consequently 
directly opposed to those both of the ryots and of the proprictor. The Lieute- 
naut-Governor is therefore glad to learn that in the wards’ estates in Behar 
great progress has been made in the introduction of a system of direct 
sottlement between the zemindar and the cultivators. In Chota Nagpore, on the 
other hand, the farming system is not only in accordance with popular feelings 
and habits, but is found to be productive of practical benefit, and to afford 
the best inducement to improvement. ‘Tbe farmers on these estates are leading 
men of the ryot’s own class, and the farms have often been hereditary in their 
families for several generations. It is for the interest of the farmer to extend 
cultivation, to assist the tenantry in a bad season, and to develope the 
resources of the property. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that where these 
conditions are found to exist, the true interests of the proprictor, which are 
inseparable from those of the cultivators, are in no way imperilled by a conti- 
nuance of the farming system under tie vigilant supervision of the authorities, 
and he accordingly approves of the orders of the Member in charge which 
have sanctioned a partial recurrence to the plan of farming leases in Chota 
Nagpore. 

5. During the year 1874-75 there were 111 properties, comprising 1,806 
separate towjili estates, under the management of the Court of Wards. This 
number of estates is exclusive of the properties of Narail in Jessore, and Kissen- 
gunge in Purneah, the returns for which bave not yet beeu received. Besides 
these, 327 attached estates were managed by the reveuue authorities. Of these, no 
less than 306 are petty estates sequestrated for deht in the Chota Nagpore division. 
The current demand of rent for 1874-75 on account of wards’ and attached estates 
was Rs. 72,48,116, and the arrear demand was Rs. 1,16,37,836, making a total 
of Rs. 1,88,85,952. The Government revenue of the estates was Rs, 28,51,280, 
and Ks. 5,72,806 were payable as rent to superior landlords. The collections 
of rent during the year were Rs, 66,86,077, or a percentage of 35-4 to the 
total current and arrear demand. ‘The cost of management is moderate, only 
in a@ few execvptional cases amounting to as much as 20 per cent. on the 
current demand, and being in the great majority of estates much below this 
ratio. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor accepts the assurance of the Member in 
charge that every cflort is used to administer these estates with as much 
economy us circumstances will permit. The remissions of rent granted 
during the year amounted to Rs. 32,81,166; but nearly the whole of 
these were nominal, und were granted upon two estates, the Satkhira estate 
in the 24-Pergunnahs, and the zemindaree of the minor lajah of Cooch 
Behar. The remissions upon the furmer of these properties amounted to 
Ks. 28,87,592, and upon the latter to Rs. 2,46,891, the remissions upon other 
estates being mostly insignificant. It is explained that the large remission on 
the Satkhira property is merely nominal, and consists in the writing off of old 
arrears which accrued before the. property came under the Court, and which 
have never been recoverable, 

6. The percentage of demand realized during the year is admitted in the 
report to be unsatisfactory, but tho smallness of the amount is to be explained 
partly by the special circumstances of the year, and partly by the general 
condition of the estates which come under the management of the Court. In 
the districts which had suffered from the famine it was impossible to press the 

ots, and consequeatly the collections, thouzh better than those of the year 
1873-74, fell short of the amount realized in 1872-73. But in addition to this 
temporary difficulty there are permanent causcs which operate to prevent wards’ 
estates a8 a whole from showing in any ycar a satisfactory percentage of 
collections. The Court is sometimes called upon to assume the management 
of estates the papers of which show large nominal balances which are 
practically irrecoverable. For example, the Satkhira property, with a rent- 
roll of Jess than 3} lakhs, came under the charge of the Court in 1872 with 
outstanding balances of more than 60 lakhs of rupees. Besides this, the 
managers appointed by the Court have unavoidably to take charge without 
previous knowledge of the circumstances of the property, and there are sure to 
be, in some cases, persons whos interest itis to thwart and obstruct the manager 
and to hinder bis obtaining accurate information, Sometimes again, when, 
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after continued efforts, the management is at last brought into smooth working 
order, the ward attains his majority, the estate passes out of the hands of the 
Court, and the same difficulties have to be encountered and overcome in a new 
set of estates. When these adverse circumstances are duly considered, the Lieu- 
tenant-Guyernor thinks that the measure of success which has been attained in 
the collection of rents is creditable to the energy and perseverance of the officers 
of the Court of Wards. i 

7. The financial position of cach estate is explained at length in the 
report, but in this Resolution it is not possible to take more than a general 
review, and separate instructions will be issued regarding such matters of 
detail as appear to call for particular notice. The Lieutenant-Governor 
observes with satisfaction that a considerable number of estates have come 
under the management of the Court either on the application of the pro- 
prietors themselves, or in accordance with the testamentary dispositions of 
deceased proprietors. ‘The condition of the tenantry in estates under the Court 
is stated to be generally good, and the relations between the managers and the 
ryots are amicable. There are, however, reasons which mako it desirable that 
a fullor enquiry should be instituted regarding the condition of the ryots on 
= the large estates in Behar, and orders for this enquiry have already been 
issued. 

8. Assistance to the people was liberally given during the famine from 
the surplus funds of the estates under the Court, especially on the important 
properties of Hutwa and Durbhunga. Extensive relief works were prose- 
cuted, und advances of cash and grain were made to the distressed tenantry. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has already remarked, in his Minute of the 31st 
October 1874, that these relief measures were carried out with the entire 
approval and concurrence of the families of the minor proprietors. 

9. The education of the minors whose estates are under the manage- 
ment of the Court is carefully attended to. Eleven of them are now in the 
Calcutta Wards’ Institution, others are being educated at Benares, or in the 
several zillah and high schools of the districts in which their estates are 
situated. The wards in the Calcutta Institution attend the Hindu School. 
Their general conduct is favorably spoken of by the Director. , 

10. The Lieutenant-Governor lately called for a report showing the 
position of the managers of estates under the charge of the Court, and this 
report has been furnished in the letter which is quoted at the head of this 
Resolution. It appears from this that the great majority of the managers are 
not in Government employ, and that the Commissiouers are divided in opinion 
upon the question whether the employment of a Government servant is 
desirable or not. The Member in charge considers that it will generally be 
found most expedient to appoint qualified Government officers as managers, 
but that a discretion may properly be left to the Court to appoint other persons 
when the circumstances of the estate or peculiar personal qualifications may 
render such a measure expedient. In this opinion the Licutenant-Governor 
generally concurs. The Lieutenant-Governor remarks that the Paikpara 
estate, which is one of the most successfully managed properties under the 
Court, is in the charge of a gentleman who is not a servant of Government. 

11, In concluding this review, the Lieutenant-Governor desires again to 
express his recognition of the value of the supervision exercised by Mr. Schalch 
over this important department of the administration. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J. REYNOLDS, 
Of. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengat. 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE 
THIRD QUARTER OF 1875-76. 





No. 180B, dated Fort William, the 11th March 1876. 
¥rom—W. H. Guimiey, Esq., Offg. Secretary,to the Board of Revenue, L. P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 
I am directed by the Member in charge to submit the following report on 
43 Motte Riots: the state of the salt market for the third quarter. of 
: aici 1875-76, comprising the months of October, Novem- 
ber, and December last. 

2. The quantity of salt consumed (é.e. the quantity of total, clearances 
of salt of all Gasectieicn) in the quarter under report amounted to maunds 
18,02,823-5, against maunds 26,37,459-25 in the previous quarter, and 
maunds 20,66,607-25 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year; and the 
total amount of duty levied was Rs. 58,41,631-10-3, against Rs. $5,12,911-15-2 
and Ks. 66,45,702-5-10 in the previous and corresponding quarters respectively. 

3. The quantity of excise salt sold in Cuttack, Balasore, Pooree, and the 
24-Pergunnahs during the present quarter from the stock of the different 
seasons, and the quantity which remained in store at the close of the quarter, 
are shewn in the following Table I :— 








Tans I. 
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* The difference of 7 maunds between these figures aud those shews in the provivus quarter's report bs owing lo revined Heures 
recelved from Collector. E 

7 206 waunds of this quantity was confiscated hy urdor of tho Magistrate, aml has been strck out of the returns, 
It will be seen from the above that the total clearances or sales of excise salt 
during the quarter under review amounted to maunds 52,613-5, against 
meaunds 98,691-35 in the previous quarter, and maunds 1,09,496-25 in the 
corresponding quarter of the previous year. ; 

4. The subjoined Table I] shows comparatively the total importations 

into the port of Calcutta, and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during 
the quarter under review and the corresponding quarter of the previous 


two years :— 














Tanie II. 

Sap Quagren ov 1873-74, | Sep Quaxree oF 1974-75. | Sep QuaRrER oF 1875-76. 
aa Seaheebepesie po Seas \— -|-— “ 

Imported. | “Chara | Imported | Cleared. | Imported, Cleared. 

Mas. Made. Mile. Mds. z ide 

Liverpool pungab 17,98,175 19,61,782 11,521 
Foreign kerkutch a0" | 261810 43.287 
Indian ditto 196,160 1,90,099 1,61,817 





Total 20,87,341 ~~ 1923,631 
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db. ‘The following are the details of the Indian kurkutch salt shewn 
above :— 


Taste III. 





San Qvaurer ov 1873-74 Sap Qvanrex op 1874-75. Sen Quvanren ov 1875-76. 























Iinyorted. | Cleared. | Imported. | Cleared. Imported. | Cleared. 
Md. Mds. Mds. Mda, Mds, Mds. 

Bombay sate 67,980 149,107 3,53,200 1,587,086 47,903 82,405 
Madras ae ec sue igus ac ase soon 5,820 sak 26,108 
Ennore Smee see ge} oe | ae | aoe oo 
Cowelong 63,380 8510 
Damage 2,600 8,084 
LS a es ts cn Pe oo 2,125 4400 
tien 2300 
Verunada awe 90,000 19,217 

Total £22,008 1.45,908 151,817 





6. Table IV shows the quantity of sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as coup:red with the results of the 
previous four quarters :— 

~ Tair IV. 


= ——— r. - = 





. 3rd Quarter of | 4th Quarter of Ist Quarter of | Yad Quarter of } 3rd Quarter of 
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Total “t 10,77,420 | 16,43,050 | 20,643,065 22,84,269 











7. ‘Table V shows the despatehes of salt from Caleutta by water 
and the three railways passing the several salt pass stations into the interior of 
the country, both east and west of the river Hooghly, during the quarter 
under reviow and the corresponding quarters of the previous two years :— 


TabLe V. 
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rig va | qtit | tid By the Bast | Uy the Fat Uy the Cal- 
Peston. iewa- Riddor- wdian ern Bengal | cutta and 8, 
(ailikbal, | Samkrail | yi). pore. Railway. Railway. | E. Hallway, 
septate CONS 1 SES SEEICES: SAREE ee si 
1 
Mus. | Mds. | Md. | Mads, Mda, | Ma, Mas. 
fed Quarter of IN73-74 ...  4,03,814 | 1,01,740 81,203 | 103,014 341,020 708 
Ditto 1874-76. 4,50,443 | 1,20,886 72,180 | 1,886,260 3,04,382 3aT 





Ditto 1876-76... 8,538,192 | 1,10,702 76,802 } 2,38,447 


The quantity of salt despatched by the Edst Indian Railway to stations 
Md. beyond Buxar in the quarter under review amounted 


4,03,635, 31,608 








eae Ziss to 6,099 maunds, as noted in the margin, against 
December 868 = maunds 4,819 in the previous quarter and maunds 
pea oo 7,775 in the corresponding quarter of tie previous 


year. 
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8. The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta, according to 
published market reports, were as follows :— 5 


Tons. 
October wea Sas aye oe 625, 153° 
November oe oes ts oo» 22,399 
December wis ver ie woe 24,424 


Total wee 69,976 





There were no shipments during the quarter under report for the port of 
Chittagong. 

9. The market prices per 100 maunds of Liverpool and other descriptions 
of salt at the close of exch fortnight during the quarter, as compared with 
those obtaining during the same period last year, ure shown in the following 
Table VI:— . 

Tanie VI. 







on Auth Prieesan 16th, Uriew on BLat 
ember | Deoember december 
Descurrtion ov Sarr. | | 


75.0 MTA 1875. | ists | asza. | 1874. | 1876. 





1874 | 1875. | 1e7s. | 1875, 











| j { 
Re, | Is. | Re, Re | | | it. | 2.| Ite Be | Ha, 
Javerpoal pungab =. | AR oi | 70 a5 | tose | 7 | 9 mw | we 
French kurkuteb i Mas wt oe ra ns a a 
Jeddah ditto v 87 | 6 | OR 65 | oo | 67 5 71) NF 72 
Bowbay ditto os ” ou Pa to | bs | ew i ow a7 
Madras ditto me | a5 | 6 | 65 | os | a es 
| | | 
| 


10. In Table VII are shown the total quantities of salt that were 
available for the private export trade at the several depéts in the Madras 
Presidency on the first day of cach of the three months constituting the 
quarter under report and the corresponding quarter of 1878-74 and 1874-75. 


TaBLe VII. 





Mosrus. | 1873-74. | 1874-76. | 1876-76. 
| Mds, Mds. | Mds. 
October se 633 .. | 1,00,000 | 241,186 | 6,17,920 
November ae sis ous wa. | Not recrived.| 3,69.314 5.560.675 
December ‘eh i ie | 3,09,178 3,32,434 ) 4,96,100 
| | 





11. The following table shews the quantities of sca-imported salt admitted 
into bond, and cleared from bond and shipboard, at Chittagong during the 
quarter under review and the corresponding quarter of 1874-75 respectively :— 


Tabie VILL. 


Apuirten into Born, CumaRey, 


of | 3nd Quarterof | Sed Quarter of 
IST 7H. 





Deecnirtion ov Sat. 



















Sed Quarter of | Sed Qu 
INT, Invi WETS. | 
wa | ata Mas, Mas, 
Liverpool pungal a ee 4,16492 72200 s7.020 42275 
Madras kurkatch Pe ee ee H 1410 a) 





116,402 | 
No transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter from 
any of the Orissa ports. 























—~ have tren got hy deducting the total importations shown in the return for September from the 
© Ths gure, for Octet Hare tee sSrnipsitol up to the Ceproning of that racath, but Ie la tat known Ie say portion of 
Sie quettiny shown was intended for Chittagong as the retarn for October not been received. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 25th March 1876. 



























Churactor of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 


District, and date of 
. stave of health wt dare, 


‘ return 
mete, 








BENGAL. 


Western Districts 


1 (Burdwan, Mar. 27,8776. Nil. [Rains wanted for the eet and cotton eropa, Cholera bas nearly coasod in the 
| town of Kanvegunge, bat is still prevalout in the interior of that sub-division, 





and in Culua wud Jehanabad. 


2 \Bankoora, Pe ery es | Weather—Ilot and dry. Nothing to note regarding the state and prospects of 
the crops. Cholera is diminishing. 


Keerbhoom, « 25 |) Nil |Weather—Ile, with strong westerly wind, No change in the state of the crops. 
Raln is wanted, 


if 
‘ 
| 4 |Midmapore, » 26, | Nil |The weather is alrondy very hot, The Inte rain haa done good to the mulberry 
4 and indie, Cholera in ® sporadic fort still continues, as does small-pox in 
| the southecast of the district. 

' 

L 





6 |Hooghly, » 25, 4 | Nil. |Weather—Srasonable. Gonrds and jhinga are being planted ont, Tho Into 
rains have proved beneficial to onions, pawduls, watermelons, &e., jali dhan 
wdig. Mangoes doing variously. Lond i+ heing propared for paddy eul- 
(ivution. More rain is wanted, Rudhee harvest ie almost over. A serious 
outbreak of cholera at Sorampore. Cholera and stmall-pox scattered in several 
places of the sistrict. 





Buapwan Drry. 





Howrah, » 2%, 4,| Nil |Weather—Warm and bright. In many places the ground is being prepared 
for the next crop. 


Central Districts. 


6 |24-Pergannahs,Mur.27,¢'7(| Nil. |Weather—Dry and warm. No crops on the ground. Land is being propared for 
spring sowings. Cholera cases reported from sub-divisiuns Diamoud Harbour, 
Barripore, Hauraset, and Bussirbaat. 





and dry. Hot winds in the mniddie of the day. All cropa linve 
ated, except the late ruhur, Ruhur and indigo are louking well, A 
few cases of cholera ure reported, 


7 |Nuddea, ww 25, ww} Nil 


8 |Jessore, « 3 on Nil |Weather—Bright and clear, No rain. Spring rico continues promising. 
Moughing for, and sowing of, the curly rice continues. 


Pursrpexcr Dive. 
 eaonaenen tans: | 


9 |Moorehedabad, ,, 25, ,, Nil. |Weather—Getting warm = Windy. State of the crops is the same as in previous 
week, Raber and cold weather crops resped. Boro dhan thriving. lndigo, 
| mulberry, and sngurcene in fair condition. Cholera bus broken out in Suju- 


| gunge, Kurwa, Jellinghee, Bharrutpore, and Gour thanus, 
‘py : | Nit, |Weather—Very warm during the day. Hot west winds blowing for the lnat three 
Fo UPDinrnepteee ai A i) ee eee ke change ta ter tials aud prospects of (a erops leas lass week: 


11 [Maldab, aw Bw Nil, |Weatber is becoming hot; wind from south-west to north-onst. It was rather 
| clondy on the 25th instant. State and prospects of the crops are much the 

same as lust week, Aubbee is generally being reaped, Slight loss frow want 
of rain, Hieven denths from cholora during the week, Three cases, none ter- 
minating fatally, reported of small-pox. 


12 |Rajshohye, »» 25, | Nil |Weather—Great heat and no rain. No change for the better in the state and 
of the crops since last report. Rain is unxiously looked for. Cholera 


cases are increasing in frequency. 

. » Hy Nil. |Woathor—Hot and Strong hot winds. Rubbee crops aro being gathered 
AS Ranerere ri es iu. re pepo wa last yoar owing to want of rain. In he, Kuri- 
gram sub-division, aous is somo inches high, Cheena and kaon are geverally 
up. Rain is wanted. 


|Weather—Hot in the day, Rain is mach wanted for Blonghing. Moat of the 

art roaped and have given a fair outturn. The hardness of the ground 

will delay sowing, oxcept where there is water out, but the Collector does 
not apprehend avy ultimate ill from this. 


16 |P » 25, Nil. |Weather—Hot and fine. The crops now on the ground are of no great impor- 
mae: «a tenes. More rain would do good. Mooh choles reported to the south of 
Aronkols, Modical relief is being given. 





Ragsnaurs Dive. 





14 |Bogra, wo Bow 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











© Telegram of the 27th March, vecaivel oa the eame day, shows rainfall during the seven days immediately preceding, 
+ Roport of the 97th March, received on the eame day, shows rainfall during the savon days immediate:y preceding. 
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Hainfall 
No. District, and date of Sudder Character of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
return, tation itt state of health at date. 
inches. 
BENGAL.—(Contd.) 
Central Diatricts—- 
(Continued) . 


~ 
e 





Darjeeling, Mar. 24, '76) Nil, (Weather— Rain ie much noeded ; te: 
ing ws the weather haw tw 
hille the young erops of 


perature is alternately warm or chilly, accord~ 
t or inisty throughout the week, In the 
Kk wheat, aud indian-cora are 














c 

! 
E { gressing favorably, 7 the seed has come up, Except a little 
2 wheat, all doing well; hut rain ix greatly needed, 
“ 
FI £17 |Mulpigoree, 4, 25, yy | Nik |Wenther—No rain, and no sign of it. ‘The want of rain lexine to axume a 
Bt werioux napect, at withont it there will be little chance fur the bhadai dhan 
= crop, for the successful cultivation of which the ground is at present too 
H parched and burnt up. Any rent failure of the hiadui crop would bw attended 
r with distress in Hoda and other southern parts, where the last Aymantee crop 
~ was a poor one. 

! | 

L Cooch Bohar, ,, 23, ,,/ Nil. |Wenther—No rain. It ix lweoming warm; there was east wind during the 


j Kreater portion of the werk, ‘The want of tain in being very much felt. The 
prospects of the ditri avus dhaw aud of the cheena and kaon (willets) crops 
are unfavorable, 


Eastern Dutricta, 


‘Dacea, Mar. 27,9 '7 O25 |Weather—Cool for the season. Crops little on ground. Prospects good. 
Cholera extending. . 






aows are doing well, Winter crops, which 


‘Fureedpore, ,, 26, ,,| Nil, ,Wenther—Hot. Boro or jali rive » 
teen kept alive by heavy dews, will soon be 


nro poor for want of rain, lait hw 





reaped, Cholera is prevalent, 


ao 
s 


Weather—Warm and fair. 





Annual sowings are beginning, Cholera ix reported 
frow the Patuakbally sub-division 


20 (Buckergunge, ,, 22, ,,| 100 
|Mymensingh, ., 24, Nil. |‘Weather—Very dry. Horo rice is favorable. Rain is mach wanted for the millet 


Dacca Dive. 


& 
3 





‘er0p. 


‘v2 |Woenther—Warmer, cloudy, anil threatening rain. Spring rice is being reaped 


< 22 Tipperah, +» 2h ow 
! Vrospecta of the crops ure gond. 


23 {chittagong, n Bn ‘4 |Weather—Cool Rain has fallen generally over the district. Cholera in Putteu 
aud south of the district, 


2 Laie +e {Return not received, 





25 (Chittagong Hill 
‘Tracts, “75 |Weather—A heavy shower of rin, accompanied with squalls, on the 19th instant 
Joom cutting still continues. Hill men have commenced to burn joom bere 


und there, 


» 2h ow 


| 
|HiNTipperab, , 22, 4, Nil. |Wenther—Seasonable. No change in the state of the crops since lust report. 


BEHAR, 
( 26 )Patna, Mar. 27,°’76) Nil. |Wenther—Seasonablo. No rain as yet. Crops nearly all harvested, and generally 
| ylelding well, Cases of cholera aud small-pox reported generally throughout 
| the district, but not more in one part than another, 


Critracoxa Divx, 
pe A RE 





27 ya, » 25, 4 | Nil, |Weatber—High weet winds aud seaxonable. Highest reading of thermometer in 
ahade 98° 8. Nothing new to report from last week, Ruble is gouerally 
harvested everywhere. 


28 (Shahabad, » 25, » | Nil. |Weather—Hot, with high wosterly winds, Rubbee harvest is nearly completed. 
Kesult is about a ten anna crop, Swall-pox ia still prevalent, 








‘Durbbun; 35, Nil, |Weather—Dry, strong, west winds prevail The rubber cropa are being har- 
a vested. The erop in the Tujpore subdivision i reported to be noarly, if not 


| | quite, as good as origivally catimated, L'rices stationary. 
‘ 


Moraffer, 25, Nil. |Weather—Cloudy in tho enrl; of the week, lt Intterly hot, with very high 
a ba ec la west wind. ‘There js tethiug new to report about tbe stato of the crops. ‘Tro 
rubbee barveat is Lill going ou. 


‘Saran, Nil. |Wenther—Sky now and then cloady, Hot during tho day and cool at night. 
a : os High west. wind ie towing. No change in the state and prospects of the 
crops since last report. The rwbdee burvest is wtill goiug on, and a fair ont- 
turn is expocted. "Fatigo prospects are not generally good. Opium in bei 
collected, and the weighment will shortly commence. Cheena, moongh, ant 
josoria dhan, are being sown. Tho mango crop promiscs unusually well this 
year. General health is good. 


Nil. /There has been no , though the wenthor has been cloudy. The prospects of 
a8 wae Me scopes tien aad OS prokvos at the redler will bo on the whole lager 


Parra Diver. 








than was at one time anticipated. There will be a very good eightauna crop. 








—————————— / 
@ Telegrams of the 97th Murch, received ow the sawe day, show rainfall during the seven duys immediately preceding. 
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No. Digsict, sel of Charneter of the mathe ata aud pycobeets of the crops, and 





BEHAR.—(Contd-) 














* 98 |Monghyr, Mar. 25, '74, 
' 
| 
| | 
3 
= } 
) ; 
: i 
34 d 
£ | 34 |Bhaguipore, ,, 28." 
$ | 
= | 
ad 36 |Purneah, oe 
' 96 [Southal Perghs. , 26... 
OnISSA. ’ 
37 Cuttack, Mar, 18, "70) 
' 
: 
&} 38 |Pooree, » TE 
i| 
é: 
« 39 |Balasore, ww ow 
CHOTA NAGPORE 
South: Western Frontier 
Ayency. 
ww ‘Hazareebagh, Mar. 24, '76) 
41 [Lohardugga, , 25, ,, 
. 42 |Singbhoom, w 2h oe 
43 |Manbhoom, =, 25, 


| 


Cavcurta, Statistica. Derr., 
The 28th March 1876. 





Nil. 


0 


“02 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 
Nil. 


® Telegram of the 27th March, rerewed on the same day, shows rainfall daring the seven 








Weather—High west winds. No change in tho state and prospects of the 

cropa since lust week, The Jameoe sub-livixional officer reports that the 
rw crop imdiotion will be less than a six-anua crop, Thia sub- 
division, how chictly a rice treet, The sub-divisional officer at Begour 
saraie reports that the harvest in far advanced; that the ruber crop is good but 
that the wheat, which is the principal crop, will be an cight-anna crop only. 
‘The Collector. however, judging from what he sw during hia tour, exleulates 
that, taking igh and low lands together, nearly an average rudhre croy will 
be cot throughout the district. The mange crop promises to be the beat known 
for many years, and the mohowg evop, an usual, is good. I'rices continue eany.- 
Six months lave now passed without rain. 








Weather—Strong winds groater part of the woek. Rabbee burvest: neurly over. 
Prices still easy. Generul bealth is very good. A little small-pox about. 


Weathor—Strong west wind. Tho whole country is quite dried up. ‘There has 
been no rain for more than six months, aud it ia much wanted for the spring 
sowings of all sorts, The pulses are being reaped and are turning ont tuirly. 

been unhealthy. Stnall-pox has been very prevalent, and cholern 
bas now made its appearance. 








Weather—Very hot and windy. Prospects of mango and mohuwa are excellent 
Cholera liad in muny placew in the district, chiefly from Godda, round the west 
and south-west, Simull-pox reported from two villages in Kajmebal 


Kainfall of one inch reported from the interior, Weather close and oppressive 
No crops on the ground. Prblic heulth is good, 

Weather—Seasonable, The dulea paddy crop has failed in many places for 
want of rain, ‘The state of other crops is good, A good shower of rain fell 
in the Khoorda sub-division, where ploughing muy be commenced. 


(The weather is unsettled, and the direction of the wind is for the season sinularly 

variable. In tho north of the district ploughing haa leeome pretty 
general; in the south it has not yot commenced, Cholera and small-pox ure 
wtill prevalent. 





|Weather—Seasonable. ‘Tomperature ateadily increaring. No change to report. 
The rubber crop hatall been cut and carried, Cuses of cholera and smull- 
pox increasing iv number. 


‘Weather —Sensonalle; rather warm, The rubles harvest is now over in Pularmow, 
and nearly over in Chotu Nagpore Proper. The ontturn is mach below the 
pasela 7 The mohowa crop promises exoclicutly. Small-pox and messlen very 
prevalent, and cholera has appeared in several purts, 


|Wenther—Sessonable, No cropa to report about. District is healthy. 


|Weather—Too dry. The ryots have done very little ploughing in the district 
for want of rain, If rain does not fall soon, the gorra dhaw will not be sown, 
and tho ryote will, to the extent of that crop, be losers. 





Published for general information. 


H. J. 8, Corrox, 
Offy. Ir. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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12 
' 2s 
s 33 
4 Diwrarcta, j Stations, | H 
a H 12 
= ' sac 
= ens 
4 \ (ans 
BENGAL, ' | ‘ 
; hes, 
Warranx Uaerarere. | { Uwetas | Ine 
(| Mardwan e se | 
{caine Nil | 
ey a 
se 4 Eton Mund Ny i 
| Hrnimegnnge Ni 
i Sebarinboat Ni 
Bankoorn . | Bankawrn 1-00 
| 
_ Saoree my " Ni ou 
. | | Beerthoom .. Hetampore z Nit Nil 
x | Roy re Nil 78 
Be Midenyuorr van; Na 
a Midna ¥ rantont Nu ORS, 
pore oN Garbett Ku 4G 
vontss {Rie ese fice ayy | set te, 
N 
| Mooghty wn) Nil 
| Hooghly {ee Nu} is! 
‘ ' 
C) Howrah ro, BLY 
U Bowes U; Mobeshrektin Sat ea! 


| 
Centaat Dutaicts. | 
| Sangor Leland 
Caleutts 
Alipare et 


| Mosarethat 





24-Pergannahe 
1 
1 


Marfack pore 
Dam: Dam 

» Kishnaxlor 
| Hongong. 


| 
4 roe 


Nadden 


| Chormdange 
| Kooshten 
Ly Hanaghat 

| Jensore 
Nurrail 
Khoolun 
Sbenida 
1) Bagirhat 
. Magoorab 





Jesnore 





| Berhampore 


Lallbagh 
| Jungy pore 
‘Atimgange 


J 
| Kandee 


Paesipascr. 
————— 


Moorshedabad 
Lallgedin 


Dinagepore 
Maldal 
Chanchal 
Hantleah 
Nattore 


Dinagopore a. 
Maldab 
Rajshahye 








Rungpore 


Rungpore Kurigeam 
Bagdogra 





Bogra 


Pabns 
Serajganj 


Bogie ww 


Pubns oo 
Darjeohue Darjeriivg { 





Sulptgoree a oe 
Titalys 
Oooeh Brbar 


ze 
—S—— i, 


Coseh Bebar Tributary 
States 


Dinpeienrs 


Rampore Hant ... 


Rhowanigunge 





mi 
Hass Gel Surcoon's Office 








o's Of 
010 
a | ni 








Rie yRom ler 
qazenar 








"Inches, a it» to date, 


. | 
' 
1870. | 
As Rt Mar, | 
O76 ditto | 
Tei ditto 
Oe mitto | 
Om — ditto 
so dite | 
110 | ditto | 
013) dite | 
O11 ditto 
z14, ditto | 
205 ditto | 
wus ditto | 
oy ditte 
Het! ditto 
wee With Mar.) 
ous isth Mar.) 
26 ditto 
Bar: ditto | 
17s) dite 
' ‘ 
! , 
ow, ditto | 
Tu ditto 
Tra | ditto 
mH ditto 
ang ditto 
a0 ditte 
up) ditto | 
0 | date sere 











208 

290 

yo4 | 11th Mar.) 
112 | 18th Mar. 
(10 |} ditto 
Nil ditto ... 
ava | ditto | 
ove | ditto | 
vlo ditto | 
Nil ditto | 





Weekly setae of Rainfall compiled at the asec Reporter's Office, 


Remaaas. 


Not ree, 6th to 11th Mar, 1676, 
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§ Dusraicts. 

= 

a 

BENG AI,.—(Continwed.) 


Eaerane Disrarors. 


i 
Farredyore “ { 


Backercouge 


Dacca 
“— 


U Mymeuningl 4 





| Chittacong - { 
Noakbolly 
fe ts 


{Chittagong Hill Tracts 
| Hill Tipperab 


Carrtasosa. 












BEHAR. 


Patue 


Gye 


Durbbunge 


Sara 


Chomparun 





Mougby: 


Baaecipors. 





Stations. 


T h Uffico ... 
ae | aaa 
Moonsheegunge 
Manickgunge 
Fareed pore 
Gosinnde 
Madaripore “ 
Burrisal we 


P 
Patooskhally 


Dowlutkhan 
Mymensinebh ~ 
Jamalpore 
Atia 

Kishoregongr 


Chittacong wee ner 
Cox's Bazar 
Noakbutly 


Comillab “ 
Brabmmulariah 


Kungamatee Bit! 
Hitt Tipperals 








| 
| 
| 
| 
bases | 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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lurhes, | Inches, 
tol | Not rec. 
073} O10 
Vas Nil 
Nil | Nil 
cae | OSL 
Nil | Not rec. 
100 | Nil 
OOS | Not rec, 
Nit | ditto 
Nia | ditto 
(FO | ditto 

| 

018 | ditto 
Nil | ditto 
Nil | ditto 
O22 | ditto 
O39) 003 
was! 068 
ous, 170 
be) ! ow 
ONT Nit 
eee Nil 
ro; 090 
7h!) OO 








a 
Nil 
uit 
Nil 
Nil 


Nil 








ditto 


ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

4th Mar, 
18th Mar.| 


flitte 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

i 
ditto 
4th Mor) 
18th Mar, 
ditto | 


soo) Not rec, 6th to Lith Mar. 1876, 


Tbh Mar, Not rec. 27th Feb, to 4th Mar. 187¢ 
ditto. Ditto dite, 





ditto | 


Ditto ditto, 












Dreraiors. ‘Stations. 
OBIsxa. 

1 Office 
| [joes 
Cotter’ a | Ke a 

| Jagutangpore 
; {| False Point 
= Pooree ~ 
i |e { Kboordab . 
és}! jie 
| Balasore . penn, 
“Us Chandbally 


[omc trary Mba Sambalpore 
| CHOTA NAGPORE. 


Sourm-Wretarw 








i Frowtiaa Aozscr. 
i Bazareolagh ... { 
| Bazarevbaut. 
t Pachumbs 
 Lahardagee Rs | ease | Palas 
| Singbhoom ... Chyebanae 
i Parulia 
jManbhioon BS | Pct 
i 
lawsame & ADJACENT 
! HILL. 
Sytbet | Sytber 
(| Beebsaugor 
Golaghat 
Jorebaut 
Deopanie 
Becbsaugor ... 4 | Hattivpoutic 
Mazengab 
| Nazrerab 
| Sunwok 
Cherideo 
| Akyab 
CaLcurta, 


The 25th March 1876. 








Jal ~ 
Dispensary... 
































o> 
at 
tal 
£ 
ALS eggs ree 
225 ‘Inches, |Up to date 
Inches. | Inches. | 1876. | 
Nil | Nil } 18th Mar. 
Nil*) 008} ditto 
jot ree.| Nil | 31th Mar. 
ditte Nil 
ditto Nil ditto 
| 
ditto | Nil ditlo 
(roe | oro | 18th BMar.! 
243) 233) ditto 
O8a)  hnR | j 
1s shan 
Nil Nil ithe 
16 38) ditto 
Nit Pad; dita 
OL) ont) ditto 
ool 68 wns ditto 
1 
I 
tut ditto 
vol dite 
ONT dite H 
(rezk dite 
tray dite 
37 
whe dite 
Nu | dite 
| on 470 atitte 
060 | Not ree wes | Lith Mur, 
| dite ditty 
ditto ditto 
dite ditt 
ditty shite 
ditto ditte: 
ditto 
S ditto 
ditto ditto 
! ome teh Mur. 


ant? 


Joun Exxiot, M A., 
Meteorological Keporter t» the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Report for the period 19th to 25th March 1876. 





Meteorological! ‘l’elegraphic 
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© Veiaelty off wind in sailoa par howe. 
Catcurra, Joun Extiotr, ua, 
The 25th March 1876, Metrorological Reporter to the Govt. o Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General’s Office, 
Osloutta, from 16th to 2lst March 1876, ~* 



































i : |g fe | we | : 
* . i 2 é 
i z 3 | % bil g|s { Gexmnat Rawanre’ 
il; S]En |S] gp HE i 
SIGE & letala 
Inches.| O fe} o);0 fom me) 
Maroh| 16th | 20618 | 806 | 740 [1420 | 613 | 708 | 636 088 SW & Vari] 3 erry Clear aud scuds. 


16th 776 | 920 | 73:0 }14l's | 612 | 707) 7H6 |} 78} SSW |200/1006} O66] ... 


Clear, cumnli, high wind 
atG p.m. bails at 6f 
pm. Lightning at 7 
and 8 p.m. Thunder 











and rain from 406 
PM. 
1th 833 | 913 | 770 }1400 | Ste] Thy | OO4) 6S [Shy WAS) .. [119] ...... ov | Stentoni and clear. 
16th "683 | 902 | 765 |1380 | S22] 724) O56] “6B Shy W » | 808 @ | Clear and cirri, 
19th BOD | O13 | 765 | W1O | B25 | TS) CTO) “OL sW oe | 839 . | Clear and cirri, 
‘20th 902 | 926 | 767 [1402 | BO | THE | O70} “62/SW AS S| OF} O76) ..... | .. | Cheer and cirri, Slightly 
w foggy at 6 a.se, 


‘Qist 90 | 925 | 765 |1410 | 833) 774) 73H) “73 .. ) Clear and cizri 











The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants, The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the 
lower rain-gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 7U feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson's ancmometer, is registered from noon to noon, 


8 

The extreme variation of temperature during the past soven days acs AS 
The maximum temperature during the past seven days oo =: 925 
The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year « §=693S 
The mean humidity during the past seven days vee 0°65 
The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year vs. O74 
Inches. 

by lower rain-gaage ww «=054 

‘The total fall of rain from 15th to 2lst —... iy Aneaiiastie pone A Op 
Ditto _— ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years we = «O15 
Ditto ditto between the lst January and the 21st Mareh we «FU 
Ditto — ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years ve = 248 

Gorsgnauts Sex, 
The 24th March 1876. In charge of the Observatory. 
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Abstract of the pers of the Hourly Kitsiestogion Giemeiiens taken at the 
Survey¢i- -General's Office, Oalcutta, in the month of February 1876. 





Latirony: 22° 83° 1" North. Longitude 88° 20’ 34” East. Height of the cistern of the standard 
barometer abeve the sea level, IS*11 feet. 


MONTHLY RESULTS, Inches. 


Mean heicht of the barometer for the snot aw dus easy vee 29°912 
Max. height of the barometer, oceurred at 10 a.st.on the 9th... erm wee §=8O143 
Min. height of the barometer, ocenrred at 3 ac. on the 24th ee 29°707 


Extreme range of the barometer during the month on os ve 486 
Mean of the daily max. pressures eas Ges ais ve 20-990 
Ditto ditto min, ditty ike Se we «= 29°850 
dear daily range of the barometer during the month iy oat v= 0140 
© 
Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month au dae 731 
Max. temperature, occurred ut 3 and} r.m. on the Sth and 20th Sa me 90-0 
Min. temperature, occurred at 7 a M.onthe 7th... a ed See 544 
Extreme range of the temperature during the month x wee 55°6 
Mean of the daily max. temperature . rs vee vee 83-9 
Ditto ditto min, ditto see ose “se 648 
Mean daily range of the temperature during the orpatli BR “es sed WL 
Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month $a de 645 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bull thermometer... ees wes sé 
Computed mean dew-point for the mouth “ aes sa8 or 57-6 
Mean dry bulb tiermometer above computed meau dew-point snk ‘ie leh 
Inches, 
Mean elastic force of vapour for the month ing rs oan 0-483 
Troy grain. 
Mean weight of vapour for the month us - ace 527 
Additional weight of vapour required for complete eaturation ats Sis — Boy 
Mean degree of humidity for the month, complete saturation being unity san O60 
3 
Mean max. solar radiation thermometer tor the month co om avs 155°0 
oe Inches. 
Rained 2 days,—max. fall of rain during 24 hours ste ar ne 158 
Total amount of rain during the month — 293 
Total amount of raiu indicated by the gauge® attached to the “anemometer during the 245 
month “. coe see ase 
Prevailing direction of the wind tee sé owe . 6©SWESBY 


Gorrenavta Sen, 


In charge of the Observatory. 
The 24th March 1876. 





© Height 70 feet 10 inches above ground. 
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‘Weekly 1 Return of Traffic Receipts on fies Railways. 


EASTERN BENGAL 1 RATLWAY. 





ACTING TRAP¥IC. 





Approrimate Return of Traffic fur wick ended the Wh Murch 1876. on V58) miler ona. 





Z ee See 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—MAIN LINE. 
lhe a Return of Traffie for werk ended Vth Mureck 
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FAST INDIAN RAILWAY,—JUBBULPORE 
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CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-FASTERN STATE RAILWAY. 
Aprforimate Return of Traffte for week ended 18th March 1876, on 28 miles Ee 
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NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for werk ended 18th March 1876, om 27t miles open. 
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SERVICES OF GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND OTHERS DURING 
THE VISIT OF H. R. H. THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


No. 253, dated Caloutta, the 14h January Us76, 
From—R. 1. Maxours, Ese., Officiating Scerciary to the roment of Bengal. 
To—Tho Chairman of the Justices of the Meare for the Town of Caleutta, 

I am directed to request that you will be so good as to communieate to the 
Justices the cordial thanks of the Lientenant-Governor for their zealous, ettec- 
relating to the reception of the 
Priuce of Wales during His Royal Iighness’ visit to Calcutta. 














No. 251, dated Calentta, the Ith January L876 

From—R. L. Mancirs, Bsa. Offivinting Soeretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Yo—Tho Chairman of the Commissioners for making Imj.ovements in tho Port 
of Calcutta. 
I am directed to communicate to the Commissioncrs for aking Improve 
monts in the Port of Calcutta the thanks of the Licutenant-Governor for the 
ood service and assistance rendered by them during His Royal [igimess the 
*rince of Wales’ visit to Calcutta, and more especially on the occasions of His 
Royal Highness’ landing at, aud departing from, Calcutta. 
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, No, 248, dated Caleutta, the 19th January 1876. 
From—R. TL. Masexes, Esa., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Yo—The Sveretary to the Hlumiuation Conunittoe, Calentta, 

1 am directed to request that you will communicate to the Mumination 
Comnnittee an expression of the very cordial acknowledgments of the Govern- 
went of Bengal for the eminently successful result of their long-sustained 
exertions, as manifested on the evening of the 24th ultimo, by the illumination 
in honor of the visit of His Royal Ilighness the Prince of Wales, The manner 
in which all classes, European and Native, official and non-official, raised a 
large subscription, and combined together to render the effect uniformly brilliant 
throughout the loug line of operations, was such as to evince the highest degree 
of loyalty and the public spirit of the community of Caleutta. ‘The Licute- 
nant-Governor has every reason to believe that the display was graciously 
approved by ILis Royal Highness. 

2. Lam to add that the Licutenant-Governor’s entire approval has been 
separately communicated to the Public Works Department for their share in 
the work, which consisted in the iumination of the lurge buildings belonging 


to Goyernment. 


No, 252, dated Caleutta, the 19th January 1876. 
From—R. L. Maxcurs, Esa, Mliciating Seerctary to the Government of Bengal, 
Yo—Tho Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 

Lam dirceted to request that you will accept the very cordial thanks 
of the Licutenant-Governor for your personal and unremitting efforts during 
the visit of Ilis- Koval Thghmess the Prince of Wales to Calcutta. The 
recognition which His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to make of 
those effurts in investing you with the dignity of Kuighthood is the best 
possible proof of their entire success. 

2. Lam to request also that you will communicate to the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police, Mr. Lambert, the Lientenant-Goyernor’s acknowledgment 
of the valuable and assiduous services rendered by that officer on that very 
important occasion. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor observed with great satisfaction the good 
conduct of many of the Police Inspectors on the same oceasion, and Wis Tonor 
requests that you will he good enough to submit the names of the most deserv- 
ine for the information of Government. 





No. 251, dated Calcutta, the 1th January 1876. 
From—l. L. Mancirs, Esa, Mliciating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—The Officiating Commissioner of J’atna. ; 

1 ax directed to communicate to you the very best thanks of tho Lieute- 
nant-Governor for the skill, forethought, and management displayed by you 
in the preparations made for the reception of His Royal Ilighness the Deloss 
of Wales at Bankipore, the entire success of which arrangements is eminently 
ercdituble to you. 






No, 250, dated Calcutta, the 10th January 1876. 
From—lt. L. Manaus, Esa., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—The Officiating Inspector-Ciencral of Police. 

I am directed to communicate to you the Lieutenant-Governor’s cordial 
acknowledgment of the excellent and efficient manner in which all the police 
arrangements in the interior of Bengal were devised by you, and carried out 
& ros department, during the visit of Ilis Royal Ilighness the Prince of 

ales. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET ESTIMATES OF THE CALCUTTA 
PORT COMMISSIONERS FOR THE YEAR 1876-77. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT ~MAEINE—CALCUTON PORE TRUST—No, O1b 
Caleutla, the 3rd April Wsi6, 
Reav— 
Letter No. 2450, dated 4th March 1876, from the Officiating Viee-Chairman to 
the Port Commissioners, sulinitting the Baudet Estimates of the Port of Caleutta 
for the year 1576-77, 

1. The estimates have, as last year, been drawn up completely and 
clearly, 

2. They have been drawn up precisely in the same foria as last year, 
and consist of the following five parts :— f 

Part I.—dJetties. 

Part’ T1.—Tnland Vessels’ Wharves. 
Part 111—Strand bank Jands. 

Part, 1V.—Port or River Division. 
Part V.—Loans and New Works, 

The first four heads constitute the revenue account, and the fifth the 
capital account, a separation of which was ordered by the Government of 
India in resolution of the Public Works Department, Nos. 778-SOA.G. 

3. The appendices to the estimates give details of control, of working 
expenses of dredger, of interest and sinking fund, of engineering. of munie¢ipal 
taxes and repairs for servants’ quarters, tuid of assessinent of store-yards, 
workshops, and Jascars’ quarters, the expenditure on which is distributed 
betweeu the several parts of the cstimates, i¢., Ist, 2ud, 3rd, 4th, or Sth. 

4. Appendix A.—The charges on see nmt of control establishments 
have been redistributed with the view of debiting one-tenth of the head ollice 
expenses to the ILlooghly Bridge accounts, and of rclicving the port and jetty 
divisions of the estimates of one-twenticth of the charg 

Appendix FP’, which gives details of assessment of sture-yards, workshops, 
and lascars’ quarters, has been added to the estimates. 

5. In the estimates numbered 1 to £1 are given detailed explanations of 
all other items which appear in each of the five parts, viz. :— 

1 to 10—Details of Jetties, Part 1. 
Vl to 15 » Of Tuland Wharves, Mart 1, 

16 to 22 5 of Strand Bank Lands, Part IT. 
23 to 59 Of Post or River Division, Part TV. 
M0 to 4 » of Loans and New Works, Part V. 

6. The points which require to be noticed in connection with the detailed 
estimates are the following :— 

Receipts from Jetlies.—Esiimate No. I. 

(1.) It is estimated that the receipts from the jetties will give an increase 
of Rs 32,000 in 1876-77 us compared wiih the previous year. Tt is satis. 
factory to note that this year an inercase in both the sources of income 
under this head is expected. The receipts from imports are reckoned at 
Ks. 56,00,000, and those from exports at Hs. 42,000, making a total of 
Rs, 5,42,000. ‘The grand fotal will be Rs. 5,412,000 plus Rs. 18,500 received 
in repayment of loans advanced to Parts IL and IIL in 1875-76, which is 
equal to Rs. 5,60,500. 

Repairs of Jetlies, Sheds, Tramiway, Compound —Estimate No. 3. 

(2.) The estimate for 1876-77 is Ks. 10,000, and the actual expenditure 
for ten montlis for 1875-76 has been Rs. 8,094. During the year it was found 
necessary to employ the fire-engine IZvoghly frequently, when the state of 
the tides permitted, in washing away the accumulation of silt from the jetty 
pitched slope. ‘The requirements for 1876-77 are therefore reckoned on 
actual expenditure, that is, Rs. 10,000 for repairs, and Rs. 8,500 for removal 
of silt from jetty slope, which make in all a total of Ns. 18,500, 

Salaries of Jelly Establishments.—Estimate No. 5. 

(8.) The estimate under this head is Rs. 1,24,942, showing an increase of 

Rs, 4,588 as compared with the previous year. More thau half (Rs. 2,400) of 
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this increase is owing tothe provision for two extra drivers at Rs. 100 each 
per mensem under the head “Crane Establishment.” ‘These men are provided 
to mect the constant requisitions fur working atnight. ‘’he remaining portion 
of the increase (Ks. 2,188) is due to slight increases in establishments under 
the heads “Jetty Office,” “Jetty Collection Department,” “ Landing and 
Delivery,” and “ Import Warehouse.” 


Working expenses of Jetties—Estimate No. 6. 


(4.) This estimate exceeds that of last year by Rs. 3,000. Under the 
head of “ Coolie labour for exports” un increased provision of Rs. 2,500 is made 
for cost of extra labour, as the reccipts from this source are expected to 
increase. An extra provision of Rs. 500 is made under the head of “ Stationery 
and printing charges,” as the forms, tally books, manifests, and cart tickets 
now used arc largely in excess of former requirements, 


Municipal Taxes on Jetty Enclosures.—Lstimate No. 7. 
(5.) The Municipal tax will amount to Rs. 33,640, against Rs. 36,699 in 
1875-76. ‘The decrease of Ks, 3,059 is due to the reduction of 14 per cent. 
in the house and water-rates. 


New works to be met from Jelty Revenue—Estimate No. 9. 


(6.) The sum to be transferred from revenue to Part V, Capital Account, 
for new works, will amount to Rs. 1,06,500, against Rs, 23,200 in 1875-76. 
The excess is due to an increased provision being made for new works at the 
jetties. 
Rent of Seebpore Chur Land.—Estimate No. 10. 


(7.) Provision has been made for Rs. 4,000, the amount to be paid to 
Government as annul rent for the chur land at Seebpore, which will be 
made over, at the expiration of a year from date of notice to the preseut 
lessee, to the Commissioners with a view to its utilization for purposes con- 
nected with the timber trade of the port. ‘The charge will be met from jetty 
funds as a temporary measure. 


Receipt from Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—LExstimale No. 11. 


(8.) The receipts estimated at Rs. 3,32,000 show an increase of Rs. 43,376 
as compared with the previous year. The anticipated inercase is based 
upon the grant of a loan of Rs. 2,50,000 applied for by the Port Commis- 
sioners for .the purpose of completing the purchase of land required for the 
new riverside road. This Government, in its letter No, 445, dated 15th February 
1876, addressed to the Government of India, in the Revenue, Agriculture, and 
Commerce Department, recommended the grant of the loan to the Commissioners. 
If, however, the loan is not granted, the receipts now counted upon will be 
reduced, but, on the other hand, there will be a corresponding reduction in the 
charges for interest and maintenance. 


Repairs of Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—Estimate No. 12. 


(9.) A sum of Rs. 30,000 is provided under this head, against Rs. 12,000 
in the year 1675-76. This amount will possibly bo in excess of the actual 
requirements, but as there may be much to do in the way of making up and 
protecting the bank, metalling the road with stone, &c., provision is made for 
this sum, which will include all labour, such as bheestees, sweepers, &c., 
employed for consetvancy and maintenance purposes. 


Salaries—Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—Estimate No. 13. 

10.) The estimate, Rs. 51,780, shows an increase of Rs. 912 as compared 
with the year 1875-76. The increase is owing partly to the pay of the Superin- 
tendent being raised from Rs. 800 to 400 per mensem, by an annual increment 
of Rs. 50, and partly to the provision of an establishment at a cost of Rs. 312 
per annum for luoking after the pontoon at Cossipore. 


Working Expenses—Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—LEstimate No. 14, 


(11.) The working expenses are estimated at Rs. 8,880, against Rs. 6,000 
in 1875-76. The increase of Rs. 2,880 is due to the Commissioners having 
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accepted tho liability to bear the cost of nine Jamps on the Strand Bank 
which were formerly maintained by the Justices, and to provision having been 
made for lighting the new wharf between Aliccrectollah and Permit Ghats. 








New works from revenue of Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—Estimate No. 15. 
(12.) The estimate under this head is Rs. $7,000, against Rs. 1,20,009 in 
1875-76. The amount (Rs, 87,000. is made up of two items, viz. Ks, 73,500 
to be transferred to the capitul account for new works, and Rs. 13,500 for the 
repayment of the loan received from Part I in 1875-76. 


Strand Bank Rents. —Listinate No. 16. 


(18.) The receipts estimated at Rs. 1,041,794 show an inerease of Rs. 4,000 
as compared with the previous year. This estimate is based upon the actual 
reccipts from the monthly rental of the Strand Bank lands. 


Repairs to Strand Bank Lands.—Estimate No. 17. 

(14.) There is an increase of Rs. 4,000 as compared with the estimate 
for 1575-76, owing to the provision of a special grant for drainage and 
latrines, &c. 

Salaries— Strand Bank Lands.— Estimate No. 18. 

(15.) The estimate for salaries shows an inerease of Rs. 120, viz. from 
Rs. 1,276 in 1875-76 to Rs. 1,896 in 1876-77. The increase is due to the rent 
collector's pay being raised from Rs. 80 to Ks, 90 per mensem, and it is raised 
with a view to make his pay commensurate with his increased work aud re- 
spousibility. 

Municipal Taxes on Strand Bank Lands.—Estimate No. 19. 

(16.) Municipal taxes will amount to Ks. 7,879 as against Rs, 7,312 in 
1875-76, in consequence of the Justices having increased the assessment from 
the last quarter of 1875. 


Amount to be transferred to Part 1—Exstimate No. 22. 

(17.) Provision is made for a sum of Rs. 5,000, which is to be transferred 
to Part Lin repayment of loan received in 1975-76. 

Receipts from Harbour Masters’ Department—Estimate No, 24. 

(18.) ‘The receipts estimated at Re. 1,35,000 show a decrease of Rs. 3,000 
as compared with the previous year. The estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts of 1875-76. 

Wreck and Anchor Receipts.—Estimate No. 25. 

(19.) The income is reckoned at Rs. 15,000, showing a decrease of 
Rs 2,500 as compared with the year 1875-76 ‘Lhe estimate is based upon 
the actual collections of the previous year, 


Interest of Government Securities. —stimate No. 28. 

(20.) There will be an inereased income of Rs. 1,000 over the estimate 
(Rs. 20,110) for the year 1875-76. 

Fines for Breach of Port Rules —Es'imate No. 33. 

(21.) The receipts under this head are estimated at Rs. 400, showing a 
decrease of Rs. 850 as compared with 1875-76. ‘Lhe estimate is based upon 
the actual receipts of the past year. 

Repairs of Boats, Vessels, Sc., of the Pert.—Estimate No. 35. 

(22.) The estimate, Rs. 15,000, shows a dvercase of Rs. 1,300 as compared 
with the year 1875-76, 

Port Working Expenses,—Bslim ie No. 36. 

(23.) There is an increase uf Rs. 2,500 in the working expenses over the 
estimate for the year 1875-76. 
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Salaries of Port Worke Establishment.—Estimate No. 37. 


(24.) The estimate for establishments employed on port works shows an 
increase of Rs. 144, which is due to annual increments of pay under the head 
“Port Pilotage Collecting Department,” but this increase is reduced by Rs. 6 by 
a revision of the establishments under the heads “ Heave-up boats,” ‘ Anchor 
and mooring boats, No. 1 Experiment,” and “ Fire-engine boat Hvogily.” 
The total increase therefore is Ks, 183. 


Probable balance on the 1st April 1876.—LEslimates Nos. 42-46. 


Rs. 
(25.) Part I.—Jetties ia mer .. 65,861 
* Part IL.—Inland Vessels’ Wharves was 889 
Part I1I.—Strand Bank Lands... a 95 
Part 1V.—Port or River Division... we 17,749 
Part V.—Capital Account see a. 43,289 





Total ... 1,17,383 





Loan and Interest Account. 


(26.) The Commissioners make provision for payments from revenue of 
interost and sinking fund as below :— 











Ra. 
Doebitable to Jetties and = aes «160,062 
y» to Inland Wharv 1,26,444 
» to Strand Bank ove ms 5 32,681 
» to Port or River Division ... ~* aes 85,876 
Total see $,05,063 
» to Bridge ova oc au bie 2,165 
Grand total we —-4,07,228 


Of this grand total, Rs. 3,01,039 are payments on account of interest, and 
Rs. 1,06,189 are repayments of principal. The total loan liability of the 
Commissioners at the close of the year 1875-76 is Rs. 44,17,470-1, exclusive of 
the original Port debt of Rs. 17,65,000, the ig ege of which is not repayable. 
The item of Rs. 2,165 shown above as payable by the Bridge Commissioners is 
made up of the following two sums :— 


Ra. 
As rent for the quarters occupied by the officer in charge of the bridge 1,188 
As rent for quarters in the new office. oo oo s+ =~ -1,082 
Total on 2,165 
Revenue Account. 


(27.) The following tabular statement shows the estimate of the Revenue 
Account from Ist April 1876 to 31st March 1877 :— 


Estimate of Receipts and Expenditure for 1876-77. 
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Exrenprrurr, 

















of loans, interest, &o. 407,225 
New Works oo oe 1,000 
nm ” “ 75,100 
Ralaries - 3,23,055 
Enxinooring 520 
Control 87.700 
Working Expenses 12070 
o Fam os 16,000 
on ie a 
Annual payment to Government 
Repayment of Lown to Part f shtee 
Deprreiation Account we fo10 
River Police Bstabliliment -.. S744 
Penmions and Gratuities 772 
Inwuranico rs ws 3.000 
x ht Establishment | 1,800 
Total w : SaLre Tass | 1a.40,008" 
Probeblo balance on Sist March 2877... won eT | oy ; ent 
© Tho grand total receiply and expenditure will boas belows— : — 
Kran pita penditure wil m ‘ixceipte, 


Revenue receinie oa 
Capital Account receipts... 


‘Total 














Deduct Bridge reevipta omy on 
(a) Vide page 1 of Estimates. Grand total 
Rrpenditure, 
GHicagwn © © o cia 
Deduct Bridge expenditure = iy 7 RS 
(8) Fide pago 1 of Extimates. Grand total ef 
t Add balance on Sist March 1877 of capital necount, and the grand total balance will be — 

Revenue Account balance... one oe oon on oe os aie 
Capital Account balance pe ne a 5 nee SSD, 
Grand total taisuce on Sint March 1877 ae) 


(28.) It appears from the above estimate that the expenditure falls short 
of the receipts of the year by Ks. 63,444, which is satisfactory. _ 
New Works. 
(29.) The assets and outlay on capital account for new works may be 


shown as follows :— 
Amounts which have been debited on the revenue acconnt as 





transferred to capital acconnt—ride Part Rs. 
ane ae I (Jetties) of the estimates* Rs. 1,06,500 
THe and Part I] (Inland wharves) Rs. 73,500 — 1,80,000 
Undrawn balance} of sanctioned — . ta ve 5,20,000 
Loans applied for but not yet sanc- 
pice Eakin Ns. tioned... i we 2,96,000 
Loans to be applied} for nee eee «» —1,50,000 
Other receipts} oe eee on ooo 5,000 
Total we 11,51,000 
Add available balance on Ist April 1876 = ae 43,289 
: Total +. 11,94,289 
- Outlay on seconnt of new works as 
§ Vide Ratimate No. 41. shown in Part V of the estimates$ 11,$7,060 
Probable balance on 31st; March 1877 des 7,229 


Rs. 7,229 is therefore the balanco that will be available under the capital 
account, while Rs. 53,444 are shown as working balances under the different 
items of the revenue account. 

7. The Lieutcnant-Governor approves generally, under section 50, Act 
V (B.C.) of 1870, of the estimates of income and expenditure of the Commis- 
sioners for the year 1876-77. : i : 

8. He is glad to take adyantage of this annual occasion to reiterate the 
expression of his thanks for the skill and attention given by tho Commissioners 
and their Chairman and Vice-Chairman to the affairs of the Calcutta Port. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
i. J. REYNOLDS, 


Ofg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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In the meen the prices range ax follow :—Whaat 1) to 23 sere, barloy 38 to 42 sears, rico best sort 2) to 25-6 seers, rice common 
22-8 to 27 aeers, and grain 22 to 36 seers. 

In the interior the prices tanen a follow —Wineat 19 tot 2 ayers, barley 24 to 40 aoers, rien Owet Mort 18-8 to 22-8 seers, Tice common 23 
seen, to 25 to 3G seers, ana ern BU to LY eovre. 

Ba ae ee tie nes anes an feblog ros W7beat: 90 to 50 neers, barloy 25 to 27 socrs, rice beat sort 22-8 to 30 secre, moe common 2b 

and 23 te 35 senre. ‘ 

Iu the eattior'the pecs rane as follow :—Wheut 18-8 to 22 avers, barley 26 to 32 veers, rico best sort 11 seers, rioo common 90 to 
and 18 to 26-8 

Tn tha ntarats te Ureos range an follow :>—Whest 16 to 19-19 seers, barley 20 weers, tice best sort 9 to 10-3 score, tice common 16 to 

32 and 20 to 22-5 
In tha inieclor the pritoe rouge a tollow 2=Whoat 7 to 17 soos, tice best sort 16 t0 22 sears, rise common 20 to 26-8 seers, sad gram 
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Q Inthe interior the prices range ns follow 














In the interior the prices rauge aa fallow :— Hien best sort 16 to 20 seers, and rice common 14 to 24 seers, 
Tice best sort 13 ts 22 seore, and rice common 17 to Zt sears, 


K% Tn the intorior the prices range as follow >—Wheat 23 to 28 seers, barley 46 to 46 eners, rice best eurt 10-12 seora, and rice common 20-4 to 
27 seors, lesser millet 40 to 45 scott, maize 32-8 to 60-12 acers, and graca SY to $4 serrn 

B Ta tho interior the prices range as fullaw >—W beat 26 to 29 seers, barley 30 to 68 veers, rice beat sort 12 to 14 seers, rice common $3 to 

or ss sir sang t 40 Lo SL wore, groat millet 20 ty 32 seers, lesser millote 40 veers, maize or ludiau coru 33 to 4U acers, 
ond gram we over, 

T Ln tho interior the prices ranze as follow :—Wheat 16 to 29 seers, barley 24 to 40 seers, rice best sort 14 to 18-14 seers,rice common 16 to 
21 aeore, leaner millote 23-10 to 32 sets, maize 25 to 40 doers, aud qrato Zh ty Bz svete. j 

U_ In the interior the prices ravgo we follow >—Wheat 20 to 26 avers, barley 36 to 45 ecors, rice best sort 12 10 16 seers, rice common 18-8 to 
‘24 eoers, ener milleta 21 to 46 avora, maize 30 to 62-8 soere, and gram 80 Ww 34 seers, 

In the interior the prices range ns follow :—Wheat 20 to 31 seers, barley 90 to 65 seers, rice best sort 13 10 18 seers, rice common 18 to 

‘26 secre, lesser willute 20 to 45 soers, maize 36 to 45 svors, aud gram 23 to 30 soors. 


Caxcutta, 
The 4th April 1876, 
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Districts of Bengal for the fortnight ending 30th March 1876.—({ Continued.) 
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W In the interior the prices range as follow ie 9 to 26 vip harley 31 soars, rico best sort 18 to 22 seers, rice common 20 to 26 sears, 
illots 26 1, Tuaite 36 neers, wind grata TR to 24 Beers, é 
xX lb the Tebeiot Use pric ange a follow :—Wheat 13 to 20 mrs, Tico best sort 17 to 20 seers, rico common 2) to 22 seers 
and gram 2) to 24 wcura, . 
Y In the interior the prices range a follow ;—W bent 20 to 24 avers, 
Dulrush millet 40 to $5 scera, marze 34 te 46 avers, and grow 





barley 44 scorn, rice heat sort 20 to 26 seers, rice common 23 to 30 scers, 
I to BU Keors. 
verior , ‘ae fallow :—Lirw best sort 23-10 seers, fice common 28-14 seors, and grave 21 seers, 
i W Inve siecle: We peluan sears ay follow :—Whieat 24 to 25 avers, barley 26 ls 4 seers, Tice best sort 11 seors, rico common 34-8 
to 20d sere, lessor millet 60 to 45 svers, maize 29 to 40 sors, and xram 2 to 26-10 soces, 
B B Ip the interior the prices range as follow :—Wheut 16 to 20 soers, barley 10 sevre, rice best sort 24 to BU seers, rice common 26 to 24 
seers, rauize 40 acers and yruu 10 Wo 26 écors. 


Published for general information. 
H. J. S. Cortoy, 
Offg. Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of Benyat, 





892 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 5, 1876. 











Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 











Statement showing Rainfall. Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as repuried to Government during the week ending the Ist April 1876. 









BENGAL. 
Western Lestrects 
f 1 |Burdwan, Ap) 3.°'76 
ee 
‘ 
3 |Beerbhoom, “ ” 
E ; 
Fi 4 Midnapore, ” ” 
* 
“< 
5 
s B Hooghly, Ps 
° | 
! 
4 Howrah, ” ” 


Central Districts, 


7 [Nudidea, ” 


8 |Jessure, ” 





Parstpexcr Drvw. 
0 ee Kaen 


9 |Moorshedubud, ,, 


——--7 


t 
12 [Rajshabye. ” 


Rasemauyx Divx. 
ae 


| 13 |Rungpore, Mar, 31, 


| 14 |boges, Ap. 


» 15 |Pubua, 





© Telegram of the sed April, recaived op the same day, shows rainfall during the seven days 


10 |Dinagepore, Mar. 31, 


12 |Maldab, Api. 


[Stovtcons on 


Cirmradcer of the weather, state and prospects of the erovs, und 


i state of henlth at cute, 





19 [Weather— Rainfall at Calna 047, Bood-hood 015, and Cutwa 


O38 Weathe 








Cholera is 
abating 12 Kanorgunge, bat prevalent im Culna 
i 






state and prospects of the erups, 


of the district No chameo ix 
: era is abating. 


is wanted especially for in 





Weathor-—Dry, with hot Westerly wind. No change in the state and prospects 
of the eropa, Ruin is weuted. 


Seaxonable. ‘The rain is ved from in) thander-atorms, which 
are Kenoral, ant less ie the bt hen north, 
beneficial, Cholera wu!l small-pox continne in certain portions of the district. 





+ Teappee [Weather —Close and sults. Cloudy at intervals. No xowings reported as going 


6 |24-Pergunnahs, Apl. 3,f “76 







ciuble. | on. Land is Vy 








y red for dons, rohur, wud late indiye. Cueumhers, 
maitalias easly tind jal ati doing well, Mangoes indifferent 
from want of water, Rain greatl led Wheat and borkey harvest almost 
over. allover the di , espeeially in Hooghly and Serampore, 
Sinall Fever censed. 















prox im aubvertineye. 





|Weather—Sky elonded with iniications of min, Heavy storm on Wednesiay 
but an inappreciahle fall of erin. Ground ix #till ander preparation fur sowings 
More rain would be appreciated. 








‘Weather—Hot; windy. 
| i umes of cholera cut 





More rain is reqtired for the preparation of ground for 
nue to he reported from every part of 





Weathor—Euwin in newly all the anb-divisions, but heavy 
Choondangah, ‘There wre no erp on the ground except i 
The preparations fur wwitnze of rarly rice have progresned, in aprons 
ing. Tt is bad in the north of the Meherpore subd onlin the Sudder, 












‘Went 


—Clear and drys wind fren south  Qetober indige. rel oil-seed, and 
jenerily wantel Cholera is prevatent at the 
in the dis 





Sndder station, ant hers 





Wenther—Temperatare genorly close aud) het, ey nn sometinnes windy, 
Cold weather crop alwnst entirely gathered, Gatien of mbant Meer Hb 
annex. Prospects of the have dian goo. Ind and sugarcane, 
are fair, Cholera at Rompers Ent, Jongspore, at thawes 
Snj wd Bhuratpoor, Als prevails in Berhampore. 




















Weather—Very hot; etrong weet winds Preapeety of the tore dhan crop are 
Wad of in uch w a Je sowing. Of Ahadue rive, Cholera is 
pre 


\Weather---Getting wirn with ocentional dust yoon the tet 
instant, with a promise of rain very shortly. No elune in the state of the 
crops. Rubher ia being renped. Durning th “teen cused of cholera 
reported, eight terminating fatally, This disense is reported to be inerensing. 



















Weather—There was sli; 
to benefit the erops. 


ht rnin aca few places onthe 28th ; invuflicient, however, 
he rabbee crops have snflrred considerably from want of 
r Such aa have been altendy ent h voareely half the average 
enttarn, In Mandsh, Janore, and 1 are. the prospewts of the toro dhan 
crop aro decidedly unfavorable Inother parts, such ax Moothow and Hnerigong, 
the crop iv at present ina mime better condition, Several cases of cholerm 
have been reported ity various quarters; alae suine enses of anuell-pox, 
















Wenther—Hot, with strong westerly wind. Sowingy of rice delayed from 
continunl drought 





No change in the character of the weather since lust wock. Stute and provpects 

| of the crops are same as before, Rain is wanted for ploughing. 

Weather—Hot. State and prospects of tho cropa are fair, but rain is much 
wanted. Cholora is spreading. 











t Beport of the 3rd April, received on the same dey, shows raiufall doring the seven days immediately preceding, 

















No. 
e 


———— 


BENGAL. --( Contd.) 


Central Districts.— 
(Continued. 


( 16 'Darjecling, 


17 |Julpigoree, 


Coovn Benan Dryer. 
we 


= 


Eastern Diatricts, 


18 |Dacen, 
i9 lesoasapaess 


Sateneeneomaeoieehon 


Dacca Dire. 


I 
Last 


Tipperah, 
23 [Chittagong, 


24 |Nonkholly, 





Cnittagono Divx. 


{ [Hin Tipperan, 








Parsa Dive. 
> 
3 8 


H 
; 


| 


i ee OE 
© Tolograme of the 3rd April, reosivad on the sasne cay, abow rxisiall di 


District, and date of 
return, 





Cooch Behar, Mar. 30, 





i] 
20 Backergunge, Mur, 30, 


| 
21 |Mymonsingh, 
1 





25 [Chittagong Ill 
‘Tracts, 





Rainfall 


tion i 
inehen. 


Nil, 


oR 


ov 


055 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


| (aows) in all their theld< for wane 


| 


] Character of the weather, atate and prospects of the crops, and 
in) state of health at date. 


‘Weather—Not a drop of rsin, although the appearance of the aky hae often 
been threatening. Ro grevly needed, High winds at times. ‘The young 
crops wre doing well, tnt they will wader if there ix uo rain mon, 





Weather —No rain, The want of j 
ist ‘The carly han, whi 
till rain fulle—the ev Liner parts. of the 
Fé where thier Abudor dian ix sown very carly, it ix mow reported as 
Deing dried up in places. 


in the dryer porta of the 
he 








Wenther—-No rains it is getting het. There has been west wind ne well ag 
werk, People have mot yet leon able to sow bited dhan 
the sees sown Lave wot germinated. 


6 
The prospects of the ehreng and the &cus crops continue unfavorable, 












[Wenthor—Sensemable. State anid prospects of the erope are gond, 







'Weather—Windy, 
Ploughs at work gen 
| Station, Rastern Beng, 


on one day. State of the erops is fair, 
Cholers Ty provalent, expecially at Belgachi 
wilway, and Goaiundo, 









Hehe crops ure ina satisfactory condition, A gooa deal of cholera in a xporadie 
| forts prevails. 


{Weather—Dry and bot, with variable winds, Great want of rain, tw allow of 
| sowing of the enrly rice erup, 





‘Weather—Hot. High south wind, A fow dropa of rain, The spring rice i¢ 
being reaped, Vroepeets ure good, 


{Weather —Warm, Cold-weather croya getting on well owiag to the recent rain, 
| Cholera in the south of the district, 


On the 26th the 
the 23rd, and a 
pulses, linseed. &e., are it 
of ly and late. 
own and out in 
the distriet, expecially along the pilgrim route from Chundraxath, 


| Weather Heat daily inet 
| wording was den fy 
| thander-storm on the 
| good or 










inds, A Titel 
with, Chillie 





ing. Mornings generily clond 
tt 

















Weather—Seasonable. Showers of rain on the 24th and 26°h. Joom-entting is 
nearly over; ite turning has commenced, Moth chohra and suall-pox have 
broken out wt Kangaiiater, 


I Weather—Hot, with occasional storms. No change in the state and prospects of 
the crops, 


No rain. Crops mre nearly all harvested. Yield ie good. 
ra and amall-pox generally throughout the district, aud 










ws of the week, Enst wind and 
and Jehanwbad. Highest 
No crops on the ground, Cholera and 


Weather—Hot westerly wind 

clundy Intterly, witli a fow 
readitg OF the thermometer is LOL 
xmall-pox reported fium n few places, 











Weather—Generuily clunly, Rubhee harvest ie almost finished, ‘The opiuin 
outtarn in wood. Stwall-pox ix still prevalont. 







Weather—-Morn! aid orenings are plensant. West wind during the da: 
frseir skies. e. rubber i vine went: all over the district, but ti 
churacter of the yirkt cannot be stated definitely for a werk or ton days 
longer. It promises, however, to be an average cro} ajpoor aud the southern: 
portion of the Sudder wub-livi che of mH average ray in 
the evst of the Jatter sub-division, and xcurecly bal! wn average crop in 
Mudboobanaoce, 


Tt has been cloudy for some days, and there ia mach bape of 

jhageety hrs Arey eee tehapateer aceon etanly cucplatid, Teo 

price of rice has risen, hat other food-grains rewain cheap. Some sporadic 
eases of stuall-pox und cholera have occurred. 








uring the seven days immediately :procediag. 





SUPPLEMENT TO THES 





! 
| District, and dato of 
' retarn. 


BEHAR.—(Contd.) 





J) 31 Saran, Apl 1, 76: 
i } 
| ; 
E + 
=| a2 paran, Mar. Sl, 
z 
§ j 
5 
&J 
€ 33 Monghyr, “Apl 1, "76 
i 
| 34 [Bbaguipore, 3% 
5 
P 
be | 
4 35 Purneab, wi, Seorpe 
c 
: 
= 
a | 
\ 96 jSonthal Perebs. ., 3, 
onissa. 
¢ 87 \Cuttack, Mur. 5, "76 
: | 
Fa | 
B! 38 !Pooree, gis8Os 
aa 
2 | 
= | | 
- } 
S | 
"89 [atnsore, gs aNy 


CHOTA NAGPOKE, 


“ 


4 


42 


45 \ueitioon. ApL l,i 
' 

















| 





South- Western Fronter 
Agency. 
Hazareebugh, Mar. 31, "76 


Lohardugga, Apl. 1. 


Singbhoom, Muar. 81, , 





© Telegram of the 3rd April, recetved on the ama day, shows rainfall during the seven dnyy immediately preceding 


Caccuvea, Statisricat. Depr., 
The 4th April 1876, 





Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil, 


Nil. 


Nil. 
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ess wr ee ere 
, 


Character ol the weather, atate and prospecta of the crops, and 
’ state of health at date. 













;Woather—Hot aud dry with high west wind blowing. Sky every day covered with 
clonfs with no result, No change in the «tate of the crops, The rubber cropa 
lave been harvested, and are being threshed and stacked, Opium has been 
collected, and the weighments have commenced, Cotton is doing well, Cheena 
and myong promiso well, Indigo prospects are generally juditferent. Prices 
favorable. General health ix good. 


Weather—There have been continual weat winds, which have done some damage, 
but the weather bes been very cool. The crops are being reaped, and the 
| produee is fair. 





Woather—Clondy, No change in tho state of the crops since lust, The rubber 
crop is now awarly all gathered in. Irices continue cusy, 





Veather—Clonidy, with but little west wind, No crops on the gronnd now'except 
some late refer, newly planted sugareune, and newly sown aghani rice and 
moong, Mango promises a good cron, Rain now would be of great value for 
ngticulturnl operations, Coutition af the people is guod, though there are 
cases of cholors mud sinall-pox here aud there, 





Woathor—-Very high west wind. clondy, threatening rain. Tain ia 

tnuch wanted for the ploughing and auwing of bkador crops und for the mui 
| downs, and cderwn, which ix now coming on, Mice is getting dearer, but whent 
| and grain ore cheapest, ‘The health of the district is bud. Siall-pox aud 
| cholera are prevalent; the latter especindly laut in the north, 











Weather—Great promive of rain, though none baw fallen 
with good outturn. Mange crop prominen well, 
injured from want of rain in Rajmebal 


Mohwa being gathered 
Hot crops suid to be slightly 
Cholera appears to be stopping. 


\Weather—No rain in Sudider «tation. 


Several slight rainfalls reported : from 
interior. 


It is extremely bot and close. No crops on the ground = Public 


Health is gor, 


Three-fourthe of the dala paddy crop are being 
fourth purt is failing for want of tain. The astute 
Mango crop ia short. Cholera prevails, but the 






of cropa in 
influcnce is less, 


Weather—Unsetiled and wind variable, In xpite of threatening appearances 
ruin bas held off; ploughing, bowever, proceeds, Cholera aud Naik pon cuss 
anuch less frequent. 





|Wenther—Seasonable. No crops on the ground at present Cholera and «mall-pox 
dim-nisbing. 

Weather—Very hot for the time of the year. The modtea in falling frecly, and 
will probably be a full crop. Ruin ix wow luoked for, for ploughing.  Small- 
pos, weaslex, and cholera, are still reported, 


‘Weather--Seasonable, There are no cropa to report nbout. The weather ix 
bit ael if there iu no rain soon, the Deputy Commissioner is afraid there 
will be sickness. 


Weather—Seasonable. No change in the character of the weather, and in the 
wtate and prospects of the crops. 








Published for general information. 


H. J. 8. Corrox, 
Offy. Ir. Secy. u the Govt, of Bengal. 
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ore 


Weekly Report of 






































Se 

















Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 




















2 Kate prom ler 
83 ancanr 
H Dusraters. Stations. & “ 
Hy ats 
z i g28 | G82 
= es te 
GAL. 
baie Inches. | Inches 
Wroerkas Disratcrs. 
Burdwan oo Nil 
eS ins kil 
Colne es <i 
Burdwan we Hood-Rond iz Nir 
Kaneewnnge . Nil 
Selsarnlond Nil 
Bavkoora ce awe | Bankourn % Nil 
Soorne on 
Beerthoom ... 2) Hetampore Nil 
® | Koypore O78 
= 
: f Midwepese Nil 
| NS 
“ Midnapore ... “i cule 3 | 
Scented Colles “i } 
UME Uke. Rogers's Otic | Not 100.) Not rec, 
a Nit Nit 
= oo | RE oie} Mi 
Howeads om} wit} 
sexet |] Mohechrekia oa] xu | 
Caxtrat Dieraicre. | 
Sanger Jeland Nit, M4) ditto 
ty Caleutts i Nil i pad ae 
Niape " i 
Ahpere {om mr By 74! dite 
Huwsrerlat . ditto 
REN UESIERE seh ee i lachetr ditto 
oot Marlon . 
Rertignce ditta .,| Not ree. 12th to 18th Mar, 1878, 
Satkbira Aitte 
Karrack pote ditte 
tte 
f L ditto 
j a ditto 
on ditte 
Nuddew wee O36 ditto 
ad ditto 
i ose ditto 
biard ditto 
oe ditto 
ons ditto 
Jesrore wet a ditto 
| ditto 
ooy ditto 
005 i x ditto | 
Nerbampare x i 
Karnpore Toot ait i } ditto 
Lealtbagh wa bcs rled 
Moorshodabed —..< | Juneypore ce ee ed 
Anmgunge Nil Nit | on itt 
Lallgetia Ll Nil ditto 
Kandee ou7! Nil 003 | ditta 
Dinagepore ww. | Dinagepore mt Nil Nil ditto 
Moldats rn 4 Nit | 008) ditto 
Malia oe faith er =| Ri] Ri | gos] ditto 
BS i 
Rajehahye 8 =a Mi] Nan | O18] ditto 
7] Kangpore sed a i Nil oon dite 
Whowanigumer ‘ ui mu a 
AWRNS Stn iosre =] ost] Na | Na | ditto 
Hoga cas | Hoge eS «| Nil Nit | Nil | ditto 
“ Cob) Bil 203 | ditto 
Pov wm {[Beygunge “| Ni) xa | 230] ditto 
lograph Otfice | Not reo./Not. rec.) 124 | 11th Mar 
Daryecling aoe Dasjetion { Hostal ow) Ni] Sa] rie) seth, 
4 =| Nid wa] cio] ditto 
i seme, onc] | S| Bh] Bi 
bel Commissioner's Office i it 
dulpigoree 9) tase argeon's Ni | Nit! O92] ditto 
; reas ene OR ma | UY O10| aute 
= || Cooch Bebar Lilet Gieditbabee.” Koa | Sil Na ditto 
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Dreratets, 


' Drerstows, 


| 
{ 


RENGAL—(Continuad.) 


| Easrzan Distatore. 


Fureed pore 


Dacca. 


Rackerunge 





Mymensingh 
Chitingoue 


: 
{| 
: 


Noakbolly 


‘Tipper 


Currragoso. 


Chittagong Hill Tracts 
| Hill Tippera 


BEHAR. 


Patna 


Gys 


Parma. 


Mosufferpore 


Dorbhunga 


Conmparun 


























Rongamater Mill 
Till Trpperab 


Patna 
Nehar 
Tarh 


Dinapore .. 





Jait i 
Cantonment ... 


Gyn 
Nowndal 
Arungalad 
Jehanabsd 





Huxar 
Ububooab 


Mosuflerpore 
Hajeepore 
‘Seetamu! 
Dorbhange 
Madhoobannes 
Tajpore 
Chupra 
















































ditto 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
dite 


ditto 


ditta 
ditto 
dita 
ditro 


ditte 
ditto 
ditto 


ditt 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
18th Mar 


ditto 
ditte 


2 |e 
& g st Rass prow ler 
as a Jayvanr 
Stations. 8 Fs as Rewanes. 
é 5 —| . 
£ gsk \op to date.) 
aie > sa Soll aie bata 
4 | 
‘ 
| Suchoe. | Inches, 1876. 
ieee Tolecraph Office ... | O07) O10 3°01 | 26th Mar, 
j TER) Hompit | O10] OR} 830] aitts 
Moonaheegunar | Nil 455 | ditto 
Manickguoge { Nil Vol | ditto 
Fureedpore ae oa ditto 
Goalnnndie vf xil Mil 203 |) ditto 
Madaripore | Nil 00 ; ditto 
Burrisal a 2} Not ree 1th Mar, 
Terorepore > dito | Nit | dito 
Patooakhally — ... atte litte 
Dowinthhan “ ditto 
Mymensingh 25th Mar 
Jamalpare “ ditto 
Atin ditto 
Kishoreguoge ditto 
hh Offices rus i 
evinagone {Tagen | see 
Cox's Bazar . Ve Auto 
Noakhelly v4 j ms ditto 
Comoliah ws i NI dita 
Hirabroumbaria’ ... | Xi ditto 
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Taw yuow tor 
dayoaur 
iste 










































1876, 
{ Telegraph Office rs | 25th Mar. 
| Cuttack} Hospital ditto 
Jajepore ae dinuy 
F)Cartat aa | Keondeaparah ditto 
\ [| Jugutsmgpore ... ditto 
{ False Point. ” ditto 
Pooree we Hitte 
i Poorre ” af Khoordab a | ditto 
3 Fan. Engr.'s 
g er. Office Ma] ditte 
of {| tare {Goto "ot an aitiy 
” wor ” ithe 
Balasore — ws oe | Jellasore as 1 ditto, 
Sorab 1 ditia 
Chandbally “ 0 ditto 
attack Tributary Mehals| Sumbalpore ' ditta 
CHOTA NAGPORE. 
Phssdnnabi pied \ 
pcoondec Nil Ril 1 wh” dite 
Nil si Gul | dite 
Hinzareebagb... os 
nmiabeg { a Nil | a7 | ditto 
wi | Nit | wet! ditto 
Laberge ... Nil jNotter.| (ru, ath Mar, 
| 
Singbhoom ... wig} Nil | ony | 26th ., 
- Nit Nil (50) ditto 
Meanbboom ... TONG tNot rec] Nil | 26th Mar 
ASSAM & ADJAC! 
HID 
Sylbet ‘ea on ow 
"ew! dats | 
Seebsangor ... “ ost) dita | 
wef Ost | dition 
. out ditto ve] ditto 
OM | ditto G05] ditta 
Ost | dite H Tu | ditto 
| 000) Nil | C98) oth Mar] 


Joun Exniort, M A, 
Caucurta, Metevrolovical Reporter te the Govt, of Bengal. 


The Ist Apri 1876. 
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Savoon Intann. F 
: ists 
; z£222 
Tasatasac : t 


16 

r\Mar. 26th | 10 " 
6 ww715 
arth | 10 | sete 
F 16 | ge7i7 
. 28th | 10 2oR22 
5 | 16 | 29-uK7 
$s ooh} 10 go812 
t iw gose7 
& tb} io | ga 76H 
16 | 99 HoT 
Siet} 30 | op72) 
ie | gout 
E) April ist | 10 | gp-750 
i 16 | gy07 
Mar. 35th] 10 20°26 
18 2n076 
20h] 10 gorys7 
16 | gw7i7 
27th) lo | ges77 
s 16 20768 
a H 28th | 10 ae 

18] 20° 

: 0th | 10 
16 | go-772 
Bob | 16 29-002 
i" 29760 
Slat | 10 2081 
‘ is | 29727 
rjMar. 26th | 10 20°736 
16 | ges70 
27h} 10 29°772 
16 | epeen 
a 23th} 10 29772 
s 16 | goreg3 
Fy 20th ww | 20772 
ORG 
E aon] 10 | Seas 
| 16 29570 
Bit} 10 | gous 
16 | 29-563 
April lst | 10 2708 
16 | gg-a2a 
Mar, 26th | 10 20°R48 
16 | op766 
27th} 10 20°608 
16 20808 
28th | °O soolo 
5 16 | 29786 
G2 20th | 10 | 2a-Ns1 
a 16 | 20-780 
Both | 10 29°808 
16 29706 
Slet} 10 | Bo bvs 
16 | 29°740 
April ist | 10 29 868 
16 20-787 
Catwurta, 


The let April 1876, 


| reduced | lneed 
ora 
to 32°. level. 














Meteorological ‘Telegraphic Report for the period 26th Mar. to lst Apl. 1876. 











































Barometer TuseMomnrsn. Ps = 
25 a “ reatbe 
zl >| Rain. | Clouds, | ittanee 
Se R 

ag Direction, | Velocity 
! mn] ssw 42 
{ 36 S by W ny 6 
70 8 by E oL 
60 Sy B o2 
73 . 63 
ob Sty W ox 
WW 8 o7 
0 ssw 72 
60 sw 7. 
Bt Sk “3 
76 S by W 61 
60 s 3 
7 Sty W 69 
oe 8 rau 
70 8 ire N bm 
75 Ped ne N +, m, soada, 
75 ssw iu N 8, m, scuds, 
72 8 138 N 2, m, weude, 
72 s wl N 4b, m, scuds, 
7a SSE isl N 3, m, scuds, 
70 SSE ow ry ie 
i) 8 169 N 4, 
Gl oge Lael tS 
© ; 
7 4 i 168 N 8 
73 ssw 171 a 8, 
iv 8 v 
79 5 hd lye N 
85 7 75 gE 47 K nm 
87 7 05 wNw 127 Ks ° 
as | 70 73 BRE &3 kK = 
87 i 61 8 196 KS e 
#8 7” i RE ot kK ” 
87 7 ro) 8 WwW 1s K ° 
a7 2 65 K eI kK ” 
86 7 73 SSE iw ck e 
88 7 66 s wh K = 
87 7 68 sw me K . 
86 a0 72 Ww 7 K ~ 
8h 7 79 8 190 K, ° 
87 rh 65 sw 106 k, ” 
87 79 63 s sot K, K3 . 
92 75 a2 Sby W 13 6 
6o 7 66 8 E by 8 obi 6 
sey} 78 ta | Sly E u 6 
88 7 2 8 Eby 8 id 6 
bs 7 50 S by W 13 6 
RO eu 7% | SEbys 16 6 
90 78 68 8 PP 6 
87 78 6 | SEbyS 16 5 
ow 7 63 8 Pr be 
86 7 6% | SE bys 13 be 
a7 76 68 8 by E 16 be 
87 7 6. | SE te 8 4 H 
87 a7 61 8 16 be 
88 78 | SKbyS 16 6 
87 75 55 sw oa c 6 
100 69 15 sw 25 c 
a 78 69 8 Ww a 4 
on 78 42 ssw 46 c b 
89 ™ 62 8 oo o 6 
06 1 41 ssw oL CK 6 
88 76 65 8 a0 © i 
o8 78 a BSE a8 cs 6 
05 72 28 8W 37 Cc ry 
a7 78 “0 sW a 
0 78 56 sw 6 
ol 78 53 ssw 7 
1 70 6 BEE 8 
OL 78 53 8 
88 78 e2 aw 6 
86 79 73 Ww 6 
80 78 08 8 6 
88 3 ss w e 
85 79 16 E a 
87 70 vy Ww 8 
87 78 65 ww 6 
87 80 n sw ’ 
86 nn 72 8 é 
87 7” 68 aw 5 
87 7 63 8 6 
86 cd 68 8 b 
87 78 86 8 \ 
66 3 ee 8 & 
© Velocity af wind in miles per hour, 


Joun Ettiorr, Ms, 
Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General’s Office, 
Calcutta, from 22nd to 3lst March 1876. 
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5 Tumamoweree. lg S| Winn, | 
j : eT ae 
Piel]. ({d lg |2] 
% , i's 5 : 
i zie 3 3 | & 3 sf) gz) 35 H Greweat Rawanns,” 
Z 2 blziz 5 ? i 2 4] 
Gal aldlglelelaiHla| & lalalad 
; 8 a : ; 
= a8] 8 | &3 a | a 
sia] 4/218 /22/2/)2/22/ 4) 25 2/48 | 2 jal 
Inch! © | 0} O0!]0;0]0 D a 1. | 
March| 22nd | 20607 | or2 | 778 |1400| 830 | 780! 764 | O76) SWas 11973 | ne | [Clear, cumnli, ant ri. 
; | Sheet lightning op BE. 
i { } frou 63 to 8 ys. 
2rd | 703 | oxo | 70% jrsr0) ea} 77! 749] "| SSWAS| .. \19MG) jo» | Clear and cumali, 
2h 660} a6 | 792 [1430 | BGG] 74R | O79] 6 )S,NW, &w na {1058 | . | Clear and cirri, Slightly 
ws | t | foggy at ¢ und 7 aa, 
25th 698 | p50 | 760 [1490 | B42) 74 | 657 “66 |WS ne SS) ww hie i | oe | Clear and cirri, 
26h “741 | p¢2 | 770 [1480 | BSS] 772) 722] “OBIS We ‘| o» 11000 | see | @ | Clear and cirri. 
| Sith "778 | 924 800 | MOU) #63) 787) 748 74 |Sby WAS, .. }2009 | .... Stratoni and cirri, Sheet 
' lightning on N. E, 
I j fiom 6} to 8 Pom. 
gath | 779 | 920 | ara {ioe |! eva | 766] r50| -re]Soy Was) os tore! | wa | Cirei and camoli, Then- 
| der at 6 pw. Bheet 
lightning from 7 to 
pM, 
20th ‘64 | 36 | 786 |14b0 | 849) 786 | 742) 71) F&SSW) .. hors OL | ... | Clear, eitrocumull. and 
H cith. Thunder at 14 
| A.M, Sheet lightniog 
| / from 2 to 4 aM. 
| | Light rain at 12 aw. 
t 
th 2 | 955 | 767 |141r0 | a66 | 702] C97] GO) SSWAS | 1211700) O17) ... | Cirriand clear. Light. 
| ning from 7 to 11 rw, 
1 ‘Thunder between 4 and 
i 9 ru. Rain at Of rm. 
Slat 670 | 93:3 | 786 [1410 | 849] THO) 749) “73 bac | we ws corey a | Clear and cirri, 
| 








The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. - 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants, The figures in colamn 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the 
lower rain-gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground, The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon, 

e 





The extreme variation of temperature during the past ten days ws = 205 
The maximum temperature during the past ten days —_ Pe 4 
The maximum temperature during tae corresponding period of the past year we = 965 
The mean humidity during the past ten days we «068 
The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year ny hd 
nehes, 
The total fall of rain from 22nd to Set... { 1) [ower Tw + on 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years =: O87 
Ditto ditto between the Ist January and the 31st March we = 7°29 
Dito ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years «=. 2'84 


Gorrewavti Sex,” 


The 8rd April 1876. In charge of the Observatory. 
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Canaus. 


‘Ontesa Cincrs. 


High Tavel, Heotion 1. 
‘Total Orinas Circle 


Sovra-Wxetkar Crecum. 


The ‘25th March 1876. 





ABSTRACT. 





ToLLaar ov THN YRan ToLLaGE ov ths Yaas 
1K75-76, 1874-75. 
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oi 5 885 15 10 17 110 ‘ToL 2 11 
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G. A. Sxarze, Col., a.c., 
Asst. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in the P, W. Dept., Irrigation Branch, 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Riley. 


EASTERN BENGAL RATLWAY. 
Approximate Return of Uvagic for week ended (ie 8th March 1876. un 158) miles open, 
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Vosc78 32! 201k 6 | IIT) OLR IO 6 
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TY INDIAN RAILWAY.--MAEN LINE. 
Approrimate Return of Leaffie fur week onded 2th Marek (S76 
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Total tor currespoudinge took of 
Prev bone year 
Per mily of railway, eurresponedtis 
week of previous semr uw 
Total Lo rorrespeuaine date of 
provions year 
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on 1.2797 miles open, 





Coxcmixa Taarric. 


Weirit 


Conching receipts, Pkt 
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conrenanen | | 
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Ta to “eorre: | 
aportine date of | 
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Deducted aittes avery feo Comehing and ren from Mere amiss, wtcess inebuded ta wook nding 26th Pobruary 1876, 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.. JUBBULPORE LINE. 
spprecinste Return of Traffic for weet ended 2th March 1876, vn 223) miles open. 


_ a maces ea | - ies 
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rete oe rs 1,94.710 0 17012 Of BLIGZ 6 4 | 65,186 O 3) STOOD) Tomes) 12K ITH 
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© Added milas 21 to Ooschiug and deducted 381 from Merebandiva, short and excess incloded ini week ending 20th February 1876. 
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CALCUTTA AND SOU.1l- \ 1 ERN STATE RAILWAY. 
Approrimate Reber of arate ty week ended bani March 1876, on a 28 miles open 
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Re. A. P. fond | MdsSef Rea kad Lad 
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1,701 1009 0 6 1700 6 0! 2 AK006 6 174 00 wm 6 2502 8 Oo 








‘Total for 13 weeks 
ae SS 
' 
omenagen ne nee wm 4 6 ive 21.43 6 0 2 6 19017 4 
oo 18 N 1a 0 m 7 
Per milo of railway, corresponding "| ® ‘ ere: 
Week of previous year su aa) mm! 2 6 oN 21 awe 
Total to corresponding date of 
provious year =. esis 16,055 3 9} Ifa to earae7 so] KIKE TE 9] ax w 7] fam oe 
} 


NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. 
Abpessiatte Reture x Trafie for eel: ended 2th March wart 








































Ks. ALP. fed.) Mda Ses, Ks. A, P. . | £ ed 
‘Tots! traffic forthe week 0. $282 i ) 071K wy 4508 0 oo8 “20! lee 
Or por mile of railway wo ou °| wo nso} rn of bo e 
For proviows 12 weeks of half-year mers | 1685 0 0] LMS 16 Of Leno oO ay 0 0! a7 18 0 wink e@ 
Totalforisweekn —...| 25,317 | insib 0 o| 1th s 0} lone 0 Ta) ol 90) nis 6 
Caneinnion: it Rae tiie i -—— 
‘Total for correepeuding week of | { \ 
roptpest 1a | qa 4 4] m9 16 6 4.006 3 | MS 3 6) aso & iss 6 
permite railway, Corresponding | 
week of previvus year, 7) ae 7) s7u| wis | 07) 161 sie 
Total to currespouding date ty i 
previous year synst] ew ns! aa a] wom oO | Gas maz RON; fase 6 OK 
' i 











ee 
————— SS 
Office of the Ba Secretariat, Mo, 28) Chowringhes, ia 

Printed and poblished by Rowar Mouare Loris tbe Prt pel 1878, yal ‘a, 


[REGISTERED NO. 29.) 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Non-Subscribers to the Gazette mey rereeve the Svpparsy ss: onevately on pormment of Sis Rupees 


per annum af delivered in Catent&r, or Terie Rupors of sent hy Post 


CONTENTS. 


tage Page. 


Procnentas if the Coane of the Licnterar tatiarertar 
ce tmone “« 


of Meaeeal fer th Haws seul I 







1 fs perunt sed 

we 
wi ervations taker ab 
+ Uihen, Cawutts, from let to 

+e “ - 
of Lwer Bement ohuctia® the nonitte 

wo 


oerpts on betian Ravens 66H 








Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Monday, (he 20th March S76. 
Present: 
This Honor tie Lirwrenant-Governor oF BeNGat, Presiding, 
The Hon'ble H. L. Dasrier, 
The Ilon'ble Sin Srvarr loge, Kr. 
The Hon'ble I. J. Ruynoups, 
The Hon’bie H. Brus, 


The Houw'ble Banoo Jcccananuxp Moorenier, Rat Barapoor, 
Tho Hon'ble Banov Ramsuuxker Sex, Rar Baitapoor, 
and 


The Hon'ble Banco Kuisrovas Pau. 
MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 

Tae Hon’sre Me. Dampier moved that the Bill to amend and conso- 
lidate the law relating to Municipalities be further considered in order to 
the settlement of its clauses. 

The How’sue Mr. Daurmr moved the substitution of the words “two 
hundred” for “fifty” in the proviso which was added as an amendment to 
section 49. He had received a Ivtter from the Chairman of tho Suburban Muni- 
cipality objecting to that proviso, and pointing out that the limit fixed by the 
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amendment was too low, and would apply to almost every servant of the 
municipality except menial servants. - Wilson said the principle upon 
which the limit was fixed was that Rs. 200 being accepted for Calcutta, 
Rs. 50 would be suitable for mofussil municipalities. But that analogy did 
not apply to the suburbs of Calcutta and Howrah, where the salary of officers 
of the description to which the provision was intended to apply would be 
eousiderably higher. Te hoped that, after seeing the effect of the amendment 
as adopted “at the former meeting, the Council would allow him to add an 
exception in favor of the municipalities of the Suburbs and Howrah, by raising 
the proposed limit to Rs. 200. 

The Hoy'sty Sm Srvarr Hoca said he entirely concurred in the opinion 
of the Chairman of the Municipal Commissioners of the Suburbs: it was on 
those grounds that he opposed the amendment which was moved on a pre- 
vious occasion. 

The Tloy’ztx Banoo Kuistonas Pat said with every deference to the 
Chairman of the Suburban Commissioners, he submitted that the officers of that 
municipality who received a salary of more than Rs, 200 a month might be 
counted on one’s fingers. In fact he doubted whether they lad more than two 
Officers who reecived a salary of more than Rs, 200, and the same remarks would 
apply to the Howrah municipality. ‘The limit of Rs. 200 was fair and reason- 
able for Calcutta, because here there was a large number of officers in the 
receipt of a salary exceeding Hs. 200. On that ground he submitted that the 
limit in mofussil municipalities should be Rs. 50, but if that minimum were 
considered too low for the S$ sand Towsah, he was willing to raise it to 
Rs. 100. But the limit of Rs. 200 would exclude all officers under the Viee- 
Chairman of those municipalities, and the proviso adopted by the Council would 
practically become a dead letter, When the Council adopted that proviso, it 
assented to the principle involved in it, and he had seen nothing adduced 
which would make him change his opinion as regards the principle of tho 
provision 

The Hox'rir Banoo Juccapaxcnn Mooxerser said he did not see why an 
exception should be made in favour of the Suburbs and Howrah. There was 
another important municipality (Dacca), the income of which might not be so 
great as that of the other two, but which was in every respect as important. And 
with respect to the number of servants of nmunicipalities who drew a salary of 
more than Rs. 200, im the Suburban Municipality there were not more than two 
now, and at Howrah there was ouly one, viz. the Sceretary. Therefore in point 
of fact the Council was going to make an exception in favour of these two munici- 
polities for the suke of two or three individuals, and he considered that the 
provision should vemain as it now stood, 

The How'six Sin Srvarr Woe said that the proviso in the Bill was highly 
objectionable, as it struck at the independence of the esceutive. Te considered 
it most inexpedicent to cmpower the Comm mers at a meeting to appoint the 
subordinate officers of the manicipulity, as they might have persons connected 
with them whom they might desire to serve quite independent. of their fitness 
for the offices to which they were to be appointed. The executive officers were 
responsible for the eflicent discharge of the duties of municipalities, and he 
considered that the appointment of the subordinate officers should be left in 
the hands of those who were practically responsible. 


Tis Hoxon rie Presipenr felt it his duty to say that the appointment of 
particular individuals to particular offices was not one of those functions which 
ought to be vested in a body of gentlemen at « mecting. Experience very 
clearly showed that it was not desirable to confer such a power in a corporate 
body. His remarks more particularly applied to appointments which wero 
sure to cause a certain sort of agitation. But he had no objection to impose a 
check on the dismissal of officers above a certain standing. He would suggest that 
the check of the Commissioners in meeting should apply to dismissals only, and 
if that were accepted, the present limit of Rs. 50 might be retained. He sub- 
mitted to the Council that they ought not at one meeting to reverse the deci- 
sion of a previous meeting without very good grounds, especially as there were 
one or two members absent at the present meeting who were present. on the 
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previous occasion. But if the hon'ble member on whose motion the provision 
was carried, would consent to its being amended in the way in which His 
Hoxor suggested, it might perhaps be done. 

After some conversation, it was ultimately ugrecd that in lieu of the pro- 
yiso at the ond of the section, 2 proviso to the following cflect be substituted 


“ Provided that no officer shall bo appointed to an ollice the salary of which is more than 
Rs. 200 per mensem, without the sanction of the Com vers at dancoting, subject to the 
approval of the Commissioner of the division; and provided also that no officer whose salury 
ig more than ts. 50 per mensem, shall bo dismissed without tho sauction of the Commis- 
sioners at a meeting.” 








On the motion of the Hosni Mr. Dawe: the word “ assessors” wags in- 
serted before the word * overseers” in line 4 of the same section, 

Verbal amendments were ou the motion of Mu. Darren, madg in sections 
70 and 75. 

The Ton’air Mr. Damrier said, as the Bill stood it provided that the tax 
was due on the first day of the first month of the quarter; but it was also 
provided by section 109 that no bill should be presented until one month had 
elapsed from the time when the tax became dus. This would throw the whole 
collection of the tax into arrears; and he would therefore move that the words 
“and not less than one month” in lines land 2 of that section be omitted; and 
that in the second clause, for the words * appended to such Mill shall be a notice 
of domand in the fourm marked (A) in the second schedule” the following words 
be substituted :— 

“Tf the amount in such bill be not paid on presentation thereof, a notice of demand in 
the form marked (A) in the second schedule may be sere] on the parson linhieto pay the same, 
and such notice of demand may be served cither at the time when the bill is presented, or 
at any subsequent time, provided that uocharge shall be made in respect of the service of 
such notice.” 

The How’nir Banoo Krisronas Pat said, if a person was not able to pay 
tho tax immediately on presentation of the bill, he was to be served with 
anotice of demand. The practice in Caleutia was that a bill was presented two 
or three times before it was paid. then, if the tux-payer could not pay the tax, 
a notice of demand was served upon him. If that was the practice in Calcutta, 
it could not be said that persons in the mofussil were in a position to pay the 
bill at once, that was to say, the moment it was presented. Tle theught that if 
the bill was not paid within a reasonable time after presentation, then a notice 
of demand might be served, But as the two amendments were worded, he did 
not know whether such a practice would be allowed. 

The Hon’sre Suz Sruanr Loge said that under this Bill the presentation 
of the bill and the service of the notice of demand were to be made simul- 
tancously: the two processes ousht, he thought. tobe separate. If the Dill 
was not paid within a reasonable time, then a notice of demand should be 
served, 

The How’nre Me. Danvirk said he would explain the efleet of the second 
amoudment. ‘The practice was no doubt very much what the howble member 
opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) had said. But it had struck him that the bill 
ai sates of demand might be presented at the same time; that was to say, 
if the bill was not paid on presentation, notice of demand should be served ut 
once, iv which uotice it would be stated that the tax-payer was required cither 
to pay the umount of the bill within fitteen days, or if this was the first time 
he was aasossed, or if he was assessed at a higher rate than before, he might 
come in and make his objections instexd of paying. Since then Ma, Dawmirer 
had been in communication with persons who were practically acquainted with 
the matter, and it had been pointed out that there would be w good deal of 
trouble in filling up in all these notices of demand ; therefore he proposed that the 
notice of demand should cither be left at the time with the man who did not 
pay his bill, or it might be served upon him at any future tine, provided that 
no charge should be made for such service. : 

After some conversation, Mr. Dasrien's _ first amendment was 

dto, and the second was carried with the substitution of the word “sbull” 
for “may” in the 4th line, and the omission of the words “either ut the time 


when the bill is presented or.” 
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On the motion of Mr. Damprer a verbal amendment was made in 
section 110, and the position of sections 124 and 125 was transposed. 

The Hoy’uux Mr. Daurier moved the substitution of the following section 
for section 116 :— 

“TA: Commissioners at a meeting, with the sanction of the Lieutonant-Governor, may 
establish a foll-bar and levy tolls on any bridge, or on any part of a road, which they ma 
have constructed after the commengemont of this Act, or at any place within the munic- 
polity adjacent to such beidge or part of a road, at which tolls may conveniently be levied on 
veh wid animals passing over such bridge or part of a road, and the profits derived 
therefrom shail Iw to the eredit of the municipal fund. 

Provided that no such toll-bur shall le established or tolls levied, otherwise than for 
the purpose of recovering the expenses incurred in constructing such bridge or part of a 
road, and in maintaining the said br or purtof a road in repair for tho five yoars noxt 
after the coustraction thereof, together with interest on such expenses a8 hereinafter 
provided.” 

He said it was quite out of the question to abolish tolls on roads where 
they at present existed ; one municipality gut as much as 25 per cent. of their 
income from this source, and several got a yery considerable sum. Tho 
Council had heard a great deal about the unfairness and injustice of this tax ; 
of people being required to pay twice for the usc of the roads, first in the 
shape of a municipal tax, and then inthe shape of 2 toll. Here was the reverse 
of the medal, ‘The municipality of the Suburbs hud no toll-bars, and they 
complained very much of the whole of the traflie of Calcutta coming over 
their reads, and not contributing one pice to their funds, The  pro- 
posed section would enable them and other municipalities to levy tolls on 
any bridge or road, or part of a road. whieh they might have constructed, 
and for the maintenance of the bridge or road for five years after its construc- 
tion: as soonas the cost of construction and of such umintenance had been 
rocovered, the tolls would cease. 

The Hoxuin Su: Straxr Hoc enquired whether there would be any 
strony objection to exempting Ai/ehy vowls from liability to tolls, He thought 
it would be a great hardship tolevy tolls ou such roads, as during the rains one 
might often sce x buried up to th “oy and it would not be fair to levy 
tolls where du certain seasons tr yas almost entirely impeded. 

The Honnnn Ma Darter expliined that tolls were imposed on the 
authority of the Government ; and under the Dill as it now stood the Government 
might make over to a municipality any tolls which were levied under the 
authority of Government at toll-bars established within the municipality. The 
municipality could not establish amy tell-bar without the sauction of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, The proposed section would not empower a municipality to 
set up any toll-bar except for works constructed by them, and then only until 
the cost of construction and of maintenance for a certain period had been 
yecouped. And with regard to the special objection urged by the hon’ble mem- 
ber, to putting a toll-bar on a difeha vould, Mir. Dawriee would instance the case 
of a bridge connecting two portions of a kulrha road, ‘The bridge might be a 
very great convenience. He had, however, no particular objection to inserting 
the word “metalled” before “ roads,” and would adopt the hon’ble member’s 
suggestion. 

The How’ttr Banoo Kuisropas Vat said he understood that the object of the 
Bill was simply to consolidate existing Acts and not to impose additional taxa- 
tion; and when the discussion on this subject took place at a previous sitting, 
the hon’ble mover pointed out that tolls existed in several municipalities, 
and that it would not be wise to deprive such municipalities of the income they 
derived from that source. ‘The honble member also stated that it was not 
the object of the Government to allow additional taxation to be imposed. But 
the effoct of the amendment now before the Council was to impose additional 
taxation; for instead of confining himself to securing the income now derived 
from this source, he proposed to give to municipalities where tolls were not now 
levied a power which tiey did not now possess. ‘That was inconsistent with the 
avowed object of the Bill . 

He was aware that tolls under the proposed section could not be im 
without the sanction of the Licutenant-Governor, but practically the offect of 
the provision, when sanctioned, would be the imposition of additional taxation. 










































Ho entirely agreed with the hon’ble member on his right (Sir Stuart Hoge 
that tolls should not be levied on yoads which were not metalled. Ie had heard 
storics of the sufferings of the people who had heen made to pay tolls on roads 
which were unmetalled, and over which carts could not pass without great difficulty 

- during tho rains, The objection which he took to the proposal for levying tolls 
on roads generally had not been invalidated by cary arguments whieh hall been 
brought forward. ‘The only question left open for consideration was whether 
the income now derived hy municipalities fron thas source could he abandoned. 
It appeared from enquiry that the existing revenue eould wot be surrendered 
without seriously crippling the resources of some munieipaliti Tle was willing 
to accept that position. Ile therefore proposed that the le f tells should be 
continued in those municipalities ouly where it existed, but that ne power to levy 
tolls on roads should be conferred on any municipality which ‘did not now 
obtain an income from that source. . 

The Hon’ue Mu. Dawei: observed that it w 
to say that this section provided moans for addity 

After some conversation the Council divided : 
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The motion was then earried, with the addition of the word “imetalled ” 
before the word “roads? wherever it ocenrred, 

A similar amendment was mide in section Ti7. and the following seetion 
was introduced after section 14 

* Whenever a toll- 
aection 146, the Commi 
posted up at their offi 

(1) the mount of ¢ 
road, and in tho masiutenatee of the un 
the same ; 

12) the amount of interest witiel has aecrued due thereon. at the annual rate of six per 
centum ann al 

(3) the amount whieh hits been reeoversd from the profits of the sai 
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toll-bar shall be removed, and tolls sledl ie dencer be beviet on sued 
An amendment rendered necessary by the foregoing amendiaient was 
made in section 77. 
The Hlonnee Mr. Darien said. the how ble member Opposite (Bahoo 
Kristodas Pal) had ata former ae ceting proposed sin ainendment te the efeet 
that if the Chairman reguired say person to de any ticular thing, sueh 
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174A.“ Any person who is regained hy a requis: siLiooxcenteany werk orto 
do anything may, instead of executing the work or ds tings requires " 
objection in writing t the Comiaiss hat hetiige repttined te comply wale wench 
requisition ; provided such wbhjection be | within five days of the servied of the totier 
or posting up of the notification eontatuinge the requisition : or if the time within which he 
is required tu comply with the requisition be Jess tha five days, then provided that such 
objection is proforred within stel less tine. . : : 

174B. Except as provided in the next following section, such obj 
and disposed of by tho Chairman or View hairuan, 

174. Tf the objector shall alleys that the cost of 
thin required will exceed three liar ves, stich « 
by the Commissioners at a meeting, un Maire ( f ' 
opinion that such vost will not exceed three hun in whieh case the objection 
shull be beard aud disposed of by the Chairman or Vieo-Chairaan » 

Provided that in any case in which the Chairman or Vieo-Chuirman shall have certified 
his opinion as aforesaid, and the objection shall in consequence thereof huve beow heard and 
decided by the Chairman or Vieo-t hairman, it shall be lawiul for the person making the 
objection, if the requisitiun mude upon him is not withdrawn on tho heanng of his oljection, 
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to pay in the said sum of three hundred rupoes to the Commissioners as the cost of executing 
the work or the thing required; whereupon such perso shall be relieved of all further 
liability and obligation in respect of exeenting the work or doing the thing required, and in 
respect of paying the expenses thereof; and the Commissionors themselves shall execute such 
work or do such thing. and shall exercise all powers necessary therefor., 

1Z1D The Chairman or Vioe-Chairman, or the Commissinners at a meeting, as the 
exe may be, shall, after hearing the obj and making any inquiry which they may deem 
necessary, record an order withdrawing, modifying, or making absolute the requisition against 
whieh the objection is preferred ¢ and unless such order withdraw the requisition, it shall 
fy the time within whieh the mauisition shall bo earried ont, which shall not be less 
than the sherfest time whieh might have been mentioned under this Act in the original 
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Ti the person making such objection be presont at the office of the Chmmis- 
simmers, t til onder shell be explained to him orally, and such explanation shall be deemed 
tu he sullicient notion of the made; and if such order cannot be 60 verbally explained, 
notice of suyle order sisal ts nto the person making the objection in the manner provided 
Ly section 50; and such explination of or serviee of th vo of the said order shall 
he deemed a requisition duly male under this Act to execute the work or do the thing 
required.” 
















The Tow’nnn Banoo Kiasrenys Par said when he proposed the amend- 
ment to which the hon le mover had adverted, he eousidered that the question 
at iste was hot simply one of ameunt, bat of py ale. First, it was necessary 
to consider whether a person residing ina municipality should be required to 
execute a certain elass of works without being allowed an opportunity of stating 
his objections; and secondly, whether the Chairman or Viec-Chairman should be 
enipowered to compel a person to exceute such works respectively of the 
value of the work. Inthe amendinent proposed provision was made as to 
amount only, Zc, if the amount of the work required to be done exceeded 
Rs. 300, then the person required to exeente the work might apply to the 
Commissioners at a imecting for the revision of the order of the Chairman, 
unless the Chairman undertook to carry out the work for Rs. 300, or unless he 
modified his own order Tf the Chainnan had to carry ont the work with his 
own funds, Banoo Kaasropis Par could understand the principle upon which it 
was based. But as the proposed sections stood, if the Chairman exceeded the 
estimate, the loss would all apon the municipality. 

In the next place he thought that the most important question was about 
the classes of works to be done. The remoyal of nuisances and rubbish, 
and matters of that kind, did net come within the category of the works 
to which he referred, beeause those works were ordinary works, and ought 
to be done at onee. But there were other works, such as the filling up of 
tunks, with regard to which an appeal should be allowed. [le mentioned 
the other day the case of certain tanks in Calcutta in regard to which the 
Chairman and Health Officer differed in opinion. The Health Officer consi- 
dered it necessary to have them filled up: the Chairman and the Engineer on the 
other hand were of opinion that such tanks were to be found all over the town, 
and if it was necessary to fill up these tanks, it would be equally n to 
fill up all the others. A cuse of that kind might occur. The Chairman might 
order a particular work to be done. and it might be open to question whether 
it was necessury to excente the work irrespectively of the cost; and the person 
required tu do it shonld have an opportunity of laying his objections before 
the Commissioners at a mecting. 

With regard to the limit ef cost of these works, Basoo Katstopas Pau 
would suggest that it should be lowered to Rs. 100, because in the amofussil 
extensive works were rare, and the sum of Rs. 100 was heavy enough for 
people in the circumstances of mofussil residents. 

After some further conversation, the motion was agreed to. * 

In section 184, line 6, the words “and rubbish” were, on the motion of 
the Hov’bie Mr. Dampirr, omitted. 

On the motion of the Lon’btr Ma. Damprer, the following proviso was 
added to section 188 :— > 


“Provided that if for tho purpose of offecting any drainage under this sedtion it shall 
be necessary to acquire any land not being the property of the person who iv required to 
drain his land, or to pay compensation to any other person, the Commissioners ball ‘provide 
such land and pay such compensation” *; eae 
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Tn section 195 the following proviso was introduced on the motion of the 
How’sie Mr. Damrrer :— 

“ Provided that if for the purposo of effecting any drainage under this section it shall 
be necessary to acquire any land not being the property of the person who is required tu 
drain his land, or to pay compensation to any other porson, the Commissioners shall provide 
such land and pay such compensition.” 

Verbal amendments were made in sections 109 and 213. 

Section 218 empowered the Commiissiviars to enter upon possession of a 
house which they might have repaired. 

The Hon’sre Banoo Kitsronis Pan said the consideration of this section 
hed been reserved at the last mecting. Ho biel sinee considered the point und 
had no objection to the principle as fur as the repairs of unoecupied houses was 
concorned, but he objected fo the mode of recov of the cost of such repairs : 
he would affirm the principle of the section, and give power to recover the cost 
in the same manner as was provided for the recovery of other expenses 
under the Bill. Buf he bjected to the special procedure provided for the 
recovery of expenses uuder this section, and would therefore move its omission. 

The Hon'nne Me. Dawei said there was no express provision in the Bill 
authorizing the Commissioners to repair ruinous houses. Ent there were two 
sections, ono of whieh provided that if a honse was ina dangerous or ruinous 
condition the Commissioners miht require the owner either to pull it down or to 
repairit; and there was the veneral section 174, whieh declared that if the Com- 
Missioncrs required a person te do anything. and he fidled to do it, the Commis- 
sioners might do it and charge the expense te the owner, "Then this seetion 
provided that when there was a raineus hoase. and in consequence of the 
absence or inability of the proprietor the Comiuissioners repaired it, they might 
retain possession of the house antil the expense of repairs was recovered. Ile 
thought it was better to provide this special procedure for the recovery of such 
expenses than that the Commissioners should he toreed te pull the house down. 

After some turther conversation, the motion for the omission of section 213 
was negutived, 

ions VT and 2IS were avreed to, 
Section 219 autherized the Commissioners to maintain an establishment 
for the removal of oflensive matter or rubbish. 

The Hon’nun Mr. Diameter said that there was a notice of amendment in 
the name of the howble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) to insert the 
words “on the application or with the consent of the occupiers” in’ clause 2, 
line 2, after the word “time.” so that occupiers should not be bound to avail 
themselves of the establishanent of the Commissioners to remove offensive 
mutter and rubbish irom their premises, but might de it throagh their own 
servants or anybody else. ‘The hou'ble member did not wish the provision te 
be made compulsory, but optional, Et seemed to Mn. Daweres that this might 
be accepted, if after clinse 2 were added the words * uothing in this seetion 
shall be deemed to restrict the powers which the Cominissioners are authorized 
to exercise under section ISI." 

The Hon'sin Banoo Juccapaxuny Mooxiaien observed that the word 
“pabbish” included broken bri and mortar, and he thought this seetion 
ought not to apply to such things. : , : 

After some conversation the further consideration of the section was 

ostponed. 
* Section 220 required mehters to give one month's notice before leaving 
service. 

The Hon’sue Banoo Kuisropas Par moved the substitution of the words 
“a fine not exceeding Rs. 20° for the words © rigorous imprisonsnent for a 
term not exceeding three months” un paragraph 2, line 4 of section 220, He 
did not bolieve that there was any lew in the country which provided rigorous 
imprisonment for withdrawal trom service without giving nouce, Phe class of 

le to which the section referred was a very uscfal one, and they did a 
serviod which could not be rendered by other people, und he did not think it 

“would be fair or just to visit desortiou by rigorous tmprisonment. They ought 
to be liable to the same punishment that other menial servants were subject to ; 
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and if the Inw considered the punishment of fine sufficient for other servants, 
he did not see why a more severe punishment should bo meted out to this 
very useful class of servants. 

The IIox’nuen Mx. Dampter observed that the hon’ble member seemed 
entirely to miss the point of this provision. He did not seem to consider how 
torrible would be the result of a strike amongst these people, and how much the 
comfort and health of the community would be jeopardized by a combina- 
tion among them to strike work; it was therefore absolutely necessary for the 
protection of health and even life to make desertion by these men a criminal 
offence. Mr. Dampier would, however, be willing to reduco the punishment 
to one month's rigorous imprisonment. 

After some conversation the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier’s amendment was 
agreed to. : 

Inu section 221 an amendment moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier on 
behalf of the Hor’ble Nawab Syed Ashgur Ali, with the abject of increasing 
the time allowed for the repair of drains, &e., from fifteen days to one month, 
wus negatived, and so also was an amendment moved in scetion 222 for the 
purpose of exempting from punishment a person who * permits his servants to 
throw or put” rubbish, &e., into sewers. 

Scetion 222 was then passed after a verbal amendment made on the 
motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, 

An amendment in section 223 moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, on 
behalf of the Ion'ble Nawab Syed Ashgar Ali, for increasing the time ullowed 
for enclosing privies from fiftecn days to one mouth, was negatived. 

Sections 224 and 225 were a 

In section 226 the penalty for altering or making unauthorized drains 
leading into public sewers was, on the motion of the Tlon'ble Baboo Kristodas 
Pal, reduced from Rs, 200 to Rs. 50. 

Sections 227, 228, and 229 related to the drainage of land or of a group or 
block of houses. ; 

The Hoy'ner Banoo Krtsropas. at. moved the omission of these sections, 
which were taken from the Caleutta Municipal Bill. Ife observed that there 
was no underground drainage going on in mofussil municipalities, and he did 
not think that these provisions should apply to such places. ‘The amendment 
to be proposed by the hon'ble mover would to a certain extent meet the 
objects sought to be attained ; but he did net understand whether the outlet 
was to be maintained by the Commissioners or by private individuals. 

Tho Hon'une Mr. Dampier moved the substitution, for section 227, of the 
following, which he thought would meet the objections of the hon ble member :— 

“Tfany Jand, being within one hundred for 
which such land muy, in the opinion of the Conuni 
satisfaction of tho Comumissioncrs, the ( onamission 
month to drain the said Jand into such seve: 
at their own expense pr * 






































of a sewer, drain, or other outlet into 
joners, be drained, is not drained to the 
ys Thay require the owner within one 
dram, or outlet. and the Commissioners shall 
s required fur such drainage, and shall 
pay any compensation whieh itm ty to any person other than the person 
whose land is so drained in consequence ef s ainazo.”? 

The Howmet Sir Srvacr Moge suggested that the section should stop at 
the word “ outlet,” so as to avoid possible complications as to compensation ; if 
the Commissioners required a person to drain land, they must indicate the way 
in which it should be done. 

After some conversation the Houwble Sir Stuart Hogy’s suggestion was 
adopted, und the seetion as amended was agreed to. 

An amendment rendered necessary by the previous amendment was, on 
the motion of the Hou'ble Mr. Dampicr, made in section 22s, 

Sections 229 to 223 were agreed to. 

Section 234 empowered the Commissioners to prohibit excavations. 

The How’sue Ms. Damprer moved amendmonts which made the section 
run thus:— 

“The Commissionors at a meeting may by a general order prohibit the of 
excavations for the purpose of taking earth therefrom or for the purpose of storing rubbish 
or filth therein, ca the digging 4 ogsspools, tanks, or pits, without special permission 
previously obtained from them. 
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‘ j plication 
permission, fhe Commissioners may require the owners and 
such cesspool, tank, or pit is made, within eight days, to fill 


If any such excavation, cesspoul, tank, or pit is mad after the issue and P 
of such order without special 
occupiers of the land on w 
up such cesspool, tank, or pi 

The Hlon’nie Banoo Krisropas Pan said he conld not necept the amend- 
ment, and was rather surprised that the hon'ble mover, with his knowledge of 
the condition of the commtry should seriously prop. this section. It would 
practically prohibit the erection of «ay building with earth or bricks. Ile did not 
see why such a provision should finda place in the Bills for if any person ¢om- 
mitted a nuisance by filling up whole with refuse, ke would be punishable under 
the general provisions of law. ‘Toamake the declaration under comment 
was simply to interfere with the commonest rights of the people: it was miseros- 
copie leg ion, and would inter’ with the daily wants of the poople. ‘The 
sanitary objects contemplated would be suftie utly met by the sanitary regula- 
tions of the law, and when such was the ease, he would’ entreat his hon’ble 
friend to omit this and the following sections. 

The How tLe Ste Stuarr Moc hardly thought this seetion should be 
passed. They were not proposing to deal with a town like Caleutta, but with 
municipalities and municipal unions in which several plices at considerable 
distances would be grouped together, and therefore the whole intervening 
space between such places weuld be inelnded consequently the villagers would 
not be able to dig a tank or even a hole without permission, 

The How nre Mr. Dasmter observed that it should be remembered that 
this was one of the provisions which could only he introduced inte a munici- 
pality hy the Government on the recommendation of the Comunuissi 
a meeting: he would, however, have no objection to modify the prov 
empowering the Commissioners to restrict the operation of the section to parti- 
culur portions of the municipality. 

The Hon sie Ma. Bec said he thought it was absolutely necessary that 
some provision of this sort should ey in the Iuw. Every one who 
had had experience of mofussil municipalities must know that these tanks 
and holes in’ towns were the greatest: source of di ts they were recep- 
tacles of the most filthy we ion, and any one who 
had experience of these municipalities would werce that these tanks and holes 
were a constant source of sickne: Tle thought that the sections as proposed 
were necessary, and that with the alteration sugzested they were absolutely 
harmless. 

After some farther conversation, the Council divided :-— 

Ayes 5, Nowe 




















































































The Hox’ue Banoo Wristonas Ian. The Hos’air Banoo Katsrenss Pan. 
< F e Banoo JUGGADINUND 
es Mookensre, 
as | ie Sm Sreanr Toca. 
Tue Presto | 


The motion was therefore carried, and the section as amended was agreed 
to. 


ney 


Amendments to correspond with those in section 234were, on the motion 
of the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, made in section 235, 

Section 256 related to the removal of existing projections from houses. 

On the motion of the Hom ble Mr. Dampier amendments were carried to 
make it necessary thata hearing should be given before an order was carried 
out for the removal of an existing projection. 

Sections 237 to 241 were agreed to 

Sections 242 to “45 provided regulations similar to those in the Caleutta 
Municipal Bill to be observed in the building of new houses in municipalities. 

Tho Hownte Banoo Ketsropas Pau moved the omission of these 
sections. He thought the time had not arrived to insist upon the 
observance of these building regulations in the mofussil : in Calcutta they were 
necessary because there was a system of underground drainage, and 
proper levels inust be observed. In mofussil municipalities there was no pros- 
pect of an underground drainage; and even in the Suburbs of Calcutta that 
system was not contemplated, as far us he was aware. To require the inhabi- 




















420 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 12, 1876. 














tants of mofussil municipalities to furnish plans and the like, would necessitate 
a large amount of expenditure which would be hard upon the poorer classes. 
Many of the conservancy and sanitary regulations of this Kill had been 
introduced chietly with the view, as far as he understood it, of meeting the 
wants of two first class municipalities, ILowrah and the Suburbs of Calcutta. 
He was‘of opinion that it would have been better had these two municipalities 
been separately dealt with. These sections, evon if introduced into first class 
municipalities, would subject the inhabitants to great harassment, irritation, and 
annoyance; and even in the Suburbs of Caleutta and Howrah they ought to be 
very sparingly used, if at all, ‘The object of the Bill was not to cause irritation 
and ammoyance; and as in the absence of underground drainage there was no 
necessity to have such regulations, he thought it would not be detrimental to 
the interests of any municipality to omit these sections ; in fact, to attempt to 
foist all the provisions of the Caleutta Municipal Bill on mofussil municipalities 
would be to put on very high pressure indeed. 


The Hoy’aie Str Stuart Tloce said the object of these sections was to 
take time by the forelock, so as to render conservancy arrangements possible. 
In Culeutta time was not taken by the forelock, and now the difficulty was 
how to make adequate provision for conservancy. It was for that reason that 
these sections were introduced. 

After some further conversation the motion was negatived, and the sections 
were agreed to. 





The Hon’nie Banoo Krrsronas Pat moved the omission of the words 
“and at such a level as will admit of such drainage, and witha plinth of at least 
two fect above the level of the nearest street” at the end of section 246. 

The motion was negatived, and the seetion was agreed to. 

Section 247 was agreed to. 

In section 248, the penalty for erccting a hut contrary to the provisions 
“of section 246 was, on the motion of tho Hon'ble Baboo Kristodas Pal, reduced 
from Its. 100 to Rs. 20. 

The further consideration of the Bill was postponed. 

Tho Council was adjourned to ‘Thursday, the Zird instant. 


Thursday, the 23rd March 1876. 





Present: 


His Honor tie Lieurenant-Govennor or Bexcar, Presiding, 
The Howble JL. L. Dasrine, 
The Howble Sm Sruavr Hoce, Kr., 
The Hon'ble IL. J. Reynoips, 
The Howble IL. Bett, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Jugcapasuxp Mooxenger, Rat Banapoor, 
The Howble Banoo Krisropas Pan. 
and 
The Hon’ble Nawap Syrup Asucnar Aut Diner Jung, ¢.8.1. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 


Tue Hon’sie Mr. Damrrer moved that the Bill to amend and sonsoli- 
date tho law relating to municipalitics be further considered in order to the 
settlement of its clauses, 

‘Tho motion was agreed to. 


On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damerer the following section was 
introduced after section 158 :— 


“158A. The Lioutenant-Governor may at any time order that the (ommiasioners, or 
any person authorized by them, shall cease to levy any tolls under the last preceding section, 
and may at any time withdraw such order; provided that reasonable compensation shall be 
paid by the Commissioners to any farmer or other person who has entered into a legal 
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contract with the said Commissionors for the collection of ruch tolls, and whose profits under 
such contract are diminished by an order of the Licuteuant-Governor passed under this 
section, 


The Hoy’sie Mr. Damemer ssid that section 184 now related to the 
removal of offensive matter mily and was applicable to all inunicipalities 
on the passing of the Bil. He suggested that “rubbish” should be-dealt with 
in two separate sections as follows :— 


“184A. The Commissioners at a meeting may from time to time, by an order published 
as prescribed in rection 348, appoint the hours within which only every oecupier of any 
house or land’ may place rubbish on the publi¢ road adjacent to his house or land in order 
that such rubbish may be removed by the estublishment of the Commissioners, and the 
Commissioners may charge such fox as they may think fit in respect of the removal of 
such rubbish from such public road, or, with the consent of the occupier of any house or 
land, from such house or Le ” 

1848. Whenever any order as provided in the last preceding section shall have been 
published in a municipality, every erenpior of any house or land who shall place, or who 
wind allow his servants to place, rubbish on a public read at other than the appointed times, 
shall be liable to a fine of twenty rupees” 











The Hon'ne Banoo Kristonas Pau objected to that portion of the sce- 
tion which authorized the Commissioners to charee fees for the removal of 
rubbish. Hon'ble members were aware that one of the primary duties of a 
municipal body was to attend to the conservancy of the town; in other words, 
to remove the sweepings and rubbish, and clean the reads and drains ‘This 
duty was now performed without any additional charge. ‘The amendment 
did not confine the charging of fees for the removal of professional or business 
rubbish, ‘The term ‘ rubbish” hid been used insneh a comprehensive sense that 
it would include rubbish ordinarily thrown out from houses as well as rubbish 
thrown out by reason of any trade or business. He would therefore move the 
omission from section ISTA of the words “ from such public road or’? so as to 
confine the operation of the section to rubbish removed from within private 
houses. 

The Ioy’nir Sir Sreaxt Toca said, in his view of the ease it was no part 
of the business of a municipality to remove rubbish collected in private houses. 
Undoubtedly it was their business to remove the sweepings of the roads and the 
dust accumulated on them, but not to remove the filth collected in the houses 
of private individuals. It was true that it was so done in Calentta, but it was 
certainly not so done in London or elsewhere ; in those places the work was done 
by private contract. In Calcutta the Municipality raised high rates, and did 
the work, but the same observations did not apply to outlying towns in the 
mofussil. Hoe thought the section as drafted should stand: it was left optional 
to municipalities in the mofussil to charge or not, as they thought fit. 











The How’are Mr. Bexe said his experience was contrary to that of the 
hon’ble member who had just spoken. ‘The rubbish and sweepings from houses 
must be put upon the roads. In all mofu municipalities with which 
he had been connected, conservaney curts went ean and removed the 
the rubbish deposited on the roads, without any charge. It seemed to him 
that these were charges which the municipality ought to bear. Tle would 
retain the section, omitting from section 184A all the words from the words 
“Cand the Commissioners may charge” to the end of the section, 





The Hon’str Banoo Kuistopas Par withdrew his amendment in favor of 
that proposed by the Ilon’sty Mu. Bru. 


The Hon’str Mr. Bets’s amendment was then put and negatived. 


The Hoy’sir Mr. Damrier moved by way of amendment the omission 
from section 184A of the words “trom such public road or” and the addition of 
the words “ or in respect of the removal from such public road of any rubbish 
which has accumulated in the course of a trade or business.” 

The motion was carried and section 184A as amended was agreed to. 

Section 184B was agreed to. Sik t 

Section 219, empowering the Commissioners to maintain an establishment 
for the purpose of removing offensive matter, the further consideration of which 
was postponed, was on the motion of the Hon’ste Mx. Darien, omitted. 
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The Ilon’nue Banoo Kristopas Pa. moved the oinission of sections 249 
to 255 (the dus/ee sections! on the same grounds that he had urged at the last 
meeting for the omission of some of the sections which were called buildin 
regulations. ‘These sections were mostly taken from the Caleutta Municipal Bik 
and the sous Which applied to Calcutta did not, in his humble opinion, apply 
with equal foree to mofussil municipalities. Ile thought that if there was a 
sepurate chapter in the Bill dealing with the Suburbs and Tlowrah, these 
provisions night apply. But as these sections might be enforced with the 
sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor in any mofussi] municipality, he thought it 
was placing too much power in the hands of the Commissioners. ‘The necessity 
for dusiee veform did not exist in the municipalities in the interior, where the 
population was not so dense, and the habitations of the people were not so 
unhealthy, as were to be found in some of the dus/ees in Calcutta. In the mofussil 
the habitations of the poor were generally in open places, and uniealthiness 
proceeding from overcrowdedness could not be said to exist. Besides, the means 
of drainage in mofussil towns was not such as to admit of the efficient draining of 
bustees: the water-supyly there was yery deficient and defective ; and he thought 
that before the inhabitants of such plices were called upon to improve their 
bustees, the municipalities should be required to provide the uecessary means of 
improvement. In many of these towns good drinking water could not be had, 
and until the municipalities sapplicd the means for preserving health, it was 
to much to require the poor inhabitants to conform to those rigid sanitary 
rules which were applicable to the metropolis of the country. 

On these grounds he objected to these sections. Tle believed that they 
might be applicehle to some particular nruniciplities; but the Bill made no 
exception whatever, The provisions of these sections were very comprehensive, 
and he thought they ought not to find a place in this Bill. 

The Honus Mr Dasrrer said, the hawble member had observed that 
this Bill made no distinetion as to places. The Bill enacted provisions to be 
used where they were required to be used. And it seemed impossible in matters 
of this sort to avoid leaving a discretion in the hands of the executive Govern- 
ment. Ie did not see why these provisions should not be required at Dacea 
and Moorshedabad, as wellas Wowoak and the Suburbs. He should be 
the last to expect that the Government would introduce these provisions inte 
distant municipalities, rural municipalities so to say, in which the population 
was sparse and not erowded : he thought that the » Which made them good 
for Caleutta made them good for some of the mofussil municipalities, and he 
thought power should be given to the Government to extend them to such 











places. 
The Council divided :— 
Ars 2, Noes 6. 
Tux Hon’ ute Banoo Katsvopas Pat. i Tar Hox'unn Nawan Syev Asnevn A. 
» Banoo Jd ucGavanunn Mooxrr- s Banoo Rawsnunker Sey. 
IEE. Me. Ben. 
” Mn. Reynouns. 
as Stk Stuanr Hoge, 
6 Mr. Dampier. 


So the motion was negatived. 


On the motion of the Hoy’pir Mr. Dampier a verbal amendment was 
made in section 255. 

Section 256 required markets, slaughter-houses, &c., to be properly drained. 

The How’ute Banoo Karstopas Par moved the omission of this section and 
of section 257 on the same grounds whicl he had urged for the omission of the 
bustee sections. Ile thought the general provisions of the law relating to nuisances 
would be sufficient to make people keep these places in good condition, but to 
require them to cause the floors and drains to be paved with stone or burnt 
brick, and to provide a snfficient water-supply whero there was no supply of 
water, would be very expensive, and in many cases would lead to the closing of 
markets and slaughter-houses. 

After somo conversation the motion was put and negatived, and the sec- 
tions were agreed to. 

Sections 258 and 259 were agreed to. 
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Qn the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damprer the second paragraph of 
section 260 was omitted as unnecessary. ; 

Sections 260 to 264 were agteed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 265. 

Sections 266 to 268 were agreed to. ‘ 

On the motion of the Hon’sie Banoo Kristopas Pan the following section 
was inserted after section 268 :— ‘ 

“The Commissioners at a meeting may from time to time out of the municipal fund 
provide for the burial and burning of paupers, free of charge, within the limits of 
@ municipality.” 

In section 269 the following were omitted from the list of offensive or 
dangerous trades— 

Yard or depét for trade in “ coal, charcoul, golpatta, bamboos ;"” 

Shop for the salo of “ fish.” . 

And the provision for charging “an annual fee, not exceeding two rupees 
for’each license” was also omitted. 

Section 270 was agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 271. 

Section 272 was agreed to. 

In section 273 verbal amendments were made so as to exclude shepherds 
and persons keeping less than ten head of horned cattle, from the necessity of 
taking out a license. 

In section 274 the word “shepherd” was omitted, and the penalty for 
omitting to take out a license was reduced from Rs. 100 to Rs. 50. 

Sections 275 to 280 were agreed to. 

The How’sue Banoo Krisronas Pau said, he thought it was wrong on 

rinciple to allow the Municipal Commissioners to devote their funds to specu- 
Tse of this kind. In most municipalitics private markets were in existence 
in sufficient numbers, and it would necessarily cause conflict between private 
individuals and the Commissioners if these were permitted to establish markets 
with the aid of the municipal fund Te was not aware if any complaint existed 
in mofussil towns in consequence of the want of a suflicient number of markets. 
lt was certainly desirable to keep markets in proper condition, and sanitary 
provisions ought to be enacted for that purpose. But to enable the Commis- 
sioners to establish markets out of the municipal fund would be to arm them 
with power to fritter away their resources without adequate advantages to the 
people. On these grounds he moved the omission of sections 281, 282, 
and 283. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damrier said, the subject of these sections had been 
so thoroughly discussed outside this Bill that he need hardly say anything by 
way of reply to the hon’ble member's motion. The whole question at issue was 
whether the establishment of good markets under the circumstances was a 
good ora bad thing. The Council had already affirmed the principle of these 
sections in the Calcutta Act. But in deference to the British Indian Associ- 
ation the Select Committee had introduced a provision which required the 
market fund to be kept ontirely distinct from the municipal fund; so that any 
one could see in a moment how a market was getting on, and whether it was 
a charge upon the municipal fund or not. Tle might also point out that by 
section 267 the Commissioners were bound to license a private market unless 
there were sanitary objections uguinst it. 

The motion was then put and uegatived, and the sections were agreed 
to, 8 verbal amendment being made in section 281. 

Sections 284 to 288 were agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was mado in section 289. 

Sections 290 to 203 were agreed to. 

Section v94 related to the framing of bye-laws. 

After verbal amendments made on the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Damper, 
the following proviso was on the motion of the Hon’nte Banoo Kuistovas Pat, 
added to the section :— , 

« ied that no feo or toll shall be levied under the byo-laws which is not expressly 
sanctioned utter this Act.” 





$24 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA BAZETTB, APRIL 12, 1876. 








Sections 295 to 298 were agrced to. 

Section 299 was as follows :— 

«299, If the Commissioners of any municipality fail to maintain, within the limits 
thereof, any road which without such limits is maintained by a District Committee under 
the Road Cess Act, 1871, or to pay for the municipal polico, or if the Commissioner of the 
division shall have reason to beliove that the Commissioners aro fuiling to fulfil any obliga- 
tion imposed upon them by this Chapter, ; 

the Commissioner of tho division in-which such municipality is situated may, with the 
sanctiou of the Lieutenant-Ciovergor, convene a Committee consisting of — 

(a) the Magistrate of tho district, or the Magistrate of the division of the district, 

(h) the Executive Engineer of the division, 

(ce) the Civil Surgeon of the district, 

(d) and two members, ono of whom shall be nominated by the Commissioner of the 

division, aud the other hy the Commissioners at a meoting ; 

and such Committee shall inquire into and report on the state of the Municipality. 

The Lieutenant-Governor may, on the report of such Committes, call upon the Com- 
missioners by a requisition in writing forwarded to the Chairman, and published in the 
Caleutla Gazette, to raiso tho nocessary funds and carry out the purposes of this Chapter ; 

And if the Commissioners neglect, for the period of threo months from the date of such 
publication, to comply with such requisition, the Lieutenaut-Governor may direct the Magis- 
trate of the district to raise tho ne ‘y funds under the provisions of this Chapter, and 
carry out the purposes thereof in respect of roads, police, and the cleansing of the municipa- 
lity; und for such purposes the Magistrate of the district shall have all tho powors and 
tights conferred on the Commissioners nud the Commissioners at a meoting, 4 this Act, 
and shall exercise such powers and rights until the said Licutenant-Governor shall otherwise 
direct ” 

The How’ste Me. Dawrier moved the omission of the words from the 
beginning of the section tu the words ‘ the Commissioner of the division in 
which such municipality is situated” in the beginning of the second paragraph, 
and tho substitution of the following :— 

“Tf the Commi-sioner of the division shall have reason to beliove that the Commissioners 
have failed to pay for the municipal police a4 required by this Act, or have failed to main- 
tain within the limits of the municipality any road which without such limits is maintained 
by District Committee under the Road Coss Act, 1871, 

or have failed to maintain in proper order the rowds within the municipality ; 

or havo failed to make adequate aud swtable provision for tho cleansing and conser- 
vaney of the municipality to an extent likely to be prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants 
of any part thereof, the said Commissioners” 

Also the insertion of the words “in respect of the objects mentioned in this 
section” after the word “chapter” at the end of paragraph 3; and the substitu- 
tion of the words ‘the said objects” for the words “roads, police, and the 
éleansing of the municipality” in paragraph 4. 

The Hoy’sie Basoo Krisropas lau said ho was sorry he could not agree 
to the amendment proposed. This soction very much resembled the control- 
ling sections of the Calcutta Bill, and it gave much more power to the Commis. 
sioner of the Division than the Government itself took in the Calcutta Bill. 
The tendency of the section was to keep the Municipal Commissioners conti- 
nually and perpetually in the leading strings of the Commissioner of the 
division. If the Commissioner thought not only that the Commissioners 
did not pay for the police, but that the roads in the municipality were not kept 
in proper order, or that the Commissioners did not make adequate provi- 
sion for the cleansing and conservancy of the municipality, then he 
might convene a Committee and carry out the provisions of the law. 
Basovo Kaisropas Par need not repeat that the funds of mofussil municipalities 
were so very limited, that they wero not in a position to carry out 
the many improvements which wore enjoined by this Bill, and it would 
therefore be most unjust to vest the Commissioner of the division with power 
to step in whenever he might think that the Commissioners had not 
done their duty: where the police were not paid, or whore the Commissioners 
failed to maintain, within municipal limits, roads which without such limits 
were maintained by a Road Cess Committeo, the Commissioners might 
justly be called upon to make suituble provision. But in other respects, he 
did not think it would be consistent with the principle of the Bill to 
vest these large powers over Municipal Commissioners in the Commissioner 
of the division. They might, he thought, be trusted to exercise their 
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i in other rospects, especially as the Commissioner of the division, 
ving practically a voice in the internal working of the municipality, 
would be necessarily acquainted with its affairs. The budget could not be 
passed without the sanction of the Commissioner of the division; ne new 
work above a cortain amount could be carried out without his approval ; and 
he did not think it was necessary or desirable to yest him with further powers 
He therefore suggested that the provisions of, this section should be limited to 
those two items, namely, the maintenance of the poliee, and the maintenance of 
such roads as were under the Road Cess Committec. He would therefore 
move the following amendments :— 





The omission of the words “or if the Commissioner of the division shall have reason 
to believe that the Commissioners are failing to fulfil any obligation imposed upon them by 
this chaptor” in the first paragraph : . 

The substitution of the words “provide for the roads and the police in the manner 
steno 4 this Act’ for the words “carry out the purposes of this ebapter’ in 

ph 2. 
And the omission of the words “and the cleansing of the municipality” in paragraph $ 
After some conversation, the Hon'nie Batoo Ketsropas Pat's amendments 
were negatived, and the Hon’: Mi. Damrice’s wmendmonts were agreed to. 
Sections 300 to 302 were agreed to. 

Section 303 provided for the formation of Unions under Chapter IL. 

The How’str Banoo Krisropas Pau moved the addition to the section of 
the following words :— 


“But no agricultural village intervening shall be inladed in such Union.” 


It had been affirmed at an carly stage of the Bill that it was not the object 
to extend municipal taxation to agricultural villwes; he therefore proposed “the 
insertion of these words. It was true that these towns were not, properly speak 
ing, municipal towns; they were in fact towns under the Chowkidaree Act XX 
of 1856; but agricultural villages were also not included in that Act. [le found 
from a despatch of the Court of Directors on the pussing of that Act that the 
object was to exclude agricuitural villages. 

The Howse Mr. Darren said he must again explain that this Chapter of 
the Bill was really a consolidation and nothing else of Aet XX of 1850 and the 
many existing laws which have been grafted on it; and this seetion 303 would 
be found to be an exact reproduction of Act XX of 1856. There was no such 
excoption of agricultural villages in the Act, aud it might be that there had been 
abuses; but it was out of place to bring in such an amendment as this when 
the provisions of this Chapter were only a re-enactment of the existing law, 

After some conversation the motion was carried, and the section as 
amended was agreed to. 

A similar amendment. was made in section 304, 

Section 305 provided that the Magistrate should raise in every town the 
expense of the police, and such sum in addition as he anight think fit for 
“ cleaning the town or in lighting or otherwise improving it.” 

The Hon’sie Banoo Kuistopas Par thought that good drinking water was 
of much more practical importance than lighting, and he would therefore move 
that the words “in providing drinking water” be substituted for the words 

in lighting.” 

The Hon’ste Mr. Danrier explained that “lighting” had all along been 
one of the p 3 to Which the funds might be applied under Act XX of 
1856 : he would however have no objection to include “ drinking water” us 
one of the objects in addition to lighting. 

The motion as amended on the suggestion of Mr. Dampier was curricd, 
and the section as amended was agreed to. 

Sections 306 to 314 were agreed to. 

A vefbal amendment was made in section 315. 

Section 316 was agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 317. 


Sections 318 to 320 were agreed to. 
ection. 821 provided a pally for refusal to serve on the panchait. 
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The Honw’ste Basoo Kuistopas Pat moved the omission of this section. 
The Chowkidaree Act was’ passed at a time whon municipal institutions were 
just springing up into existence, and now that the Act bad been in existence 
for twenty years, he thought the timo had arrived for amending the law. 

The Hon’sLe Mr. Bewt. thought it would be unadvisable to omit this 
section. There might be districts in which there was a difficulty to get 
panchaits. 7 

After some conversation, the motion was agreed to. 

Sections 322 to $38 were agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 339. 

Section 340 specified the purposes for which rules might be framed 
under the Chapter, and amongst other things authorized the levy of “town 
duties.” 

The How’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the omission of the word “or 
town-duties” in clause 2 of the section; he believed ‘ town-duties” were not 
now levied anywhere. 

The Hon’sie Mr. Dampier observed that this Chapter IV was a mere 
reproduction of the existing Act XXVI of 1850. ‘That Act could not be intro- 
duced otherwise than at tho wish of the inhabitants. He believed it was in 
force in two places only, Jamalpore and another, and there, under the existing 
Act, the mode of taxation by town duties might be adopted if it was desired. 
The law was considered well adapted to young towns which .sprung up 
about railway stations, and it had been determined to reproduce its provi- 
sions in this Bill. Places under that Act had the right to make rules for 
defining “the persons or property within the town or suburbs to be taxed for 
-raising the moncys necessary for the purposes of this Act, whether by house 
assessment or town-duties or otherwise.” 

After some conversation, the further consideration of the section was post- 

ned. 
” Sections 341 to 354 were agreed to. 

Section 355 authorized the sale of unclaimed holdings for money due. 

The Hon’nte Basoo Krisropas Pau moved the omission of the section. 
He thought that if anybody had a right to unclaimed holdings it was the 
Government. If there were any holdings which were unoccupied, the conclusion 
was that any due which the Commissioners had in respect of such holdings 
ought to be written off as bud debts. But surely the Municipal Commissioners 
ought not to have the power of selling them off; for if nobody claimed the 
property within a year, the Commissioners under this section would carry the 

roceeds to the ctedit of the municipal fund. Such a power did not exist in the 
Saleutta Act. Ie thought the Government, and not the Municipality, ought to 
benefit in such cases, and that the ordinary law of limitation ought to apply. 

The Ton’sie Mr. Damrrer said the section was introduced to meet a case 
of this sort. An epidemic came in and persons began to leave the place. Huts 
were deserted and fell to pieces. ‘The Commissioners kept down the jungle, and 
kept clean the premises which had been deserted, as nobody else would move 
in the matter. Surely the Commissioners ought to be allowed to recover any- 
thing they could in such cases. With regard to the limitation of one year, the 
section simply provided that the procecds were to be transferred to the municipal 
fund after the expiration of one year: there was nothing to prevent a person 
putting iv his claim within the usual limitation of three years. 

The motion was negatived and the section was agreed to. 

Section 336 was agreed to. 

A verbal umondment was made in section 357. 

' The Hon’sre Mr. Dampier moved the introduction of the following 
section after section 357 :— - 

“357A. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 3, Bengal Act of 1870 
(an Act to provide for the appointment, dismissal, and maintenance of village i, the 
provisions of Part 11 of the said Act, rolating to chowkidaree chakran Jeni; shell be 
sponte toall such lands which havo boon assigned before the passing of the said Act for 

e benefit of any part of a municipality, town, or station in which this » from . timie 
to time be in force, and all duties and functions which the of Kge oneny 
member thereof is required to discharge under the provisions of the said: Part, and-all powers. 
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which tho panchait of a village ogany mombor theroof ia authorized to exorcise under the 
said Part, shall be oxercisod in +t of any municipality by tho Commissioners thereof.”” 

He said hon’ble members were aware that Bengal Act VI of 1870 provided 
a systom for securing the payment and the control of chowkidars in mofussil 
villages. And one of the Chapters of that Act was to the effect that chakran 
lands, which had heen assigned to provide for the performance of police. duties, 
might be assessed at half rates and given up to the zemindar entirely, the 
zemindar paying revenue on such lands at half the usual rates only, instead of 
their being held as before by a chowkidar who,’ as 2 condition of his tenure, 
was bound to give a certain amount of police service and a certain amount of 
service to the zemindar. It was assumed that the interest. of the zemindar and 
the public in the chowkidar's services was half and half. There was a provision 
in the Act that Commissioners might be appointed to identity these chakran 
lands, and it enacted that the rent payable by the zemindar should be paid 
over to the panchait, who should devote it to the purpose of paying ¢howkidars. 
In the Burdwan district there had been a good deal of stir about this matter, 
and it had been found that there was a great amount of chakran lands within 
the limits of chowkidaree unions, and it was proposed that there the land should 
De assessed under the Act. Bat on looking at the law, Act VI of 1870, it was 
found that in section 3 there was a provision of which the effect was to prevent 
that being done within the limits of municipalitics, The reason of the exclu- 
sion appeared to be this, thatin framing Act VI of 1870 they were dealing with 
villages and not wanicipalities, and were providing that the rental of land 
should be dealt: with hy the panchaits who were called into existence as a part 
of the scheme of that Act. In municipalities and chowkidaree unions there 
were no such panchuits. In fact the Act was not dealing with towns at all 
but with rural villages; and therefore it expressly exelnded from its own oper- 
ation chakran lands which Jay within the limits of municipalities. Section 
3 of Act VI of 1870 ran as isa 

“Tt shall be lawful for the Magistrate of the district by a sunnud under his hand and 
soal to appoint not less than three nor more than five persons to be a panchait in any village 
containing more than sixty houses, within the district of which he is in charge. Trovided that 
no such panchait shall be appointed in any village to whieh the provisions of Act XXVI of 
1850, or of Act XX of L856, passod by the Legislative Council of India, or the provisions 
of Act ITI of 1864, or of Act VI of 1868, passed by the Licutcnaut-Governor of Bengal 
in Council, shall have been extended.” 

Then the subsequent sections of the law said that the sections which dealt 
with chakran lands aauld not be applied in any place where there was nota 
panchait. But under section 3 you might not appoint a paunchait in munici- 
palities, and therefore you could not apply the chakran provisions to such places, 
He thought it was obvious that it would be very desirable to deal with 
chakran lands within the limits of municipalities in the same manner as they 
were dealt with in villages under Act VI of 1870; and as on the present ocea- 
sion the Council were dealing with towns, he had at tho instance of the 
Government drafted the section which he now moved should be introduced in 
the Bill. 

The Hoy'tix Banoo Kitstopas Par said he was sorry that this impor- 
tant question was raised at the fag end of the discussion. The hon'ble member 
had given the Council his theory of the cause of the omission of the assessment 
of chakran lands within the limtts of municipulitics by referring to the fact that 
Act VI of 1879 provided a machinery for panchaits and for assessments, and 
as the Municipal Acts did not provide that nuchiner a therefore the chs ran 
provisions of Act VI of 1870 did not apply to municipalities. Basoo Kursro- 
pas Pat appealed to his how ble friend to refer to the section which he had 
read, and let him say whether wader Act XX of 1856 there was not a paachait 
in existence. Still it was enacted there that no such panchuit should be 
appointed in villages which were wie sr the provisions of Act XX of 1896. 

In other words, the chakran clauses of Act VI of 1870 were not extended 
wherever Act XX of 1856 was in force, although a panchait was then in 
existence. ‘Therefore the theory of his hon’ble friend did not hold good. 

So there must be some other cause and some very weighty reason why the 
chakran clauses were not extended to such places as were under the operation 
of Act XX of 1856, or Bengal Acts IIL of 1864 and VI of 1868, Now, the 
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controversy about chakran lands had a long history. Hon’ble members were 
aware that since the year 1831 the question of bringing chakran lands under 
assessment had been more or less wider consideration, and Committee after 
Committce hud been appointed and officer after officer had been called upon to 
report upon the subject. The last of these reports was that mude by 
Mr. MacNeille. Upon the submission of that report a Committee consisting of 
official and non-officiul gentlemen was pater 2 to go into the whole question, 
and the result of its labors was the chakran clauses of Act VI of 1870. So 
that aftor many years of enquiry and deliberations the Government decided 
that chakran lands should bo deult with in rural villages in the manner 
provided by that Act. It was now proposed to extend the same provisions 
to municipalities. 

Banoo Krisropas Pat asked whether his hon’ble friend was aware that these 
lands, liko others, were liablo to assessment: if they were, should they be 
subject to double assessment? The quostion ought to have been considered in 
Select Committee first. At the first blush of the subject he was inclined to 
think that they ought not to be brought undor stntaine assessment. He did 
not say that if they were brought under Act VI of 1870 they should be 
exempt from municipal assossment; but the subject was u very important one, 
and should be carefully considered before the Council was asked to introduce 
into this Bill an innovation of this nature. 

The Hoy’atr Mr. Bett said he happened to be one of the Committee on 
whose report Act VI of 1870 was passed; and he thought the hon’ble member 
labored under some slight misapprehension as to what was recommended by 
the Committee and embodied in the Act. The Village Chowkidars’ Act meroly 
referred to villuges in which that Act was in foree; and the provisions 
regarding chakrau land were necessarily limited to those particular villages. 
One roason why the provisions of the Chowkidars’ Act in regard to chakran 
land were not extended to municipalities was this, that the question of 
municipalities was not before the Council when that Act was discussed. 
Section 48 of the Act provided that :— 

“AML chowkidari chakran lands before the passing of this Act assigned for the 
benefit of any villago in which a panchait shall be appointed, shall be transferred in 
manner and subject as hereinafter mentioned to the zomiadar of the estato or tenure within 
which may be situate such lands,” 

The object of the Act was to utilize chakran lands by assessing them with 
rent and devoting the rent to the payment of the chowkidars. It seemed 
to him that the amendment was ono of exclusive gain to municipalities, At 

resent, if there was chakran land in a villago the chowkidar who lived on that 
land was absolutely uscless to the municipality. The object of the amend- 
ment was to allow the we ality to make over the land to the zomindar 
and receive rent for the land. ‘Therefore, as far as the amendment went, it 
would be a great relief to the burden of the tax-payers. 

The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) objected that 
this land would be subject, first, to municipal assessment, and secondly, to 
chowkidarce assessment. But the service rendered by the chowkidar 
was paid in lieu of rent; and therefore there would be no double assess- 
ment. If we left the land as it stood, chakran lands in municipalities would 
be liable to no assessment at all. Ho quite agreed that the general question of 
dealing with chakran lands was a very difficult one, and if any new ptinciple 
had been involved in the present proposition, ho should havo advised that the 
subject be postponed for further consideration. But as he understood it, the 
hon’ble member merely wished to introduce into municipalities an arrange- 
ment which had already been carried out in chowkidarce unions. 

After some further conversation the Council divided :— 


Ayes 5. Noes 3. * 
Tue Hon’sie Banoo Ramsnunker Sen. | Tux How’stz Nawan Syep Asnoar Ax. 
e Mr. Beut. a ABoo Krisropas Pat, 
5 Mr, Reynoxps, se Banoo Juccapanund Mooxenses. 
mS Sie Srvarr Hoos. 
a Me. Dampizr. 


The motion was therefore carried. 
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On the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Dampirer tho following section was 
added to the Bill :— 

Section 360,—“ If any person employed under this Act (not being a public servant within 

¥ the meaning of soction 21 of the Indian Penal Code) shall 

au (ig Heer Hey king UM geoont or obtain, oF agroe to accept or attempt to obtain, from 

any person for himself or fur any other person, any grati- 

fication whatever, othor than legal remuneration as « reward for doing, or forbearing to do, 

any official act, 

or for showing or forbearing to show, in tho exersise of his official functions, favor or 

disfavor to any person, or for rondering or attempting to render any sorvice or disservice to 

any person with the Commissioners or with any public sorvant or with the (iovernment as 

such, he shall bo punished with imprisonment, either simple or rigorous, as provided in 

section 53 of the Indian Penal Code, for a term which may extend to three years, or with o 
fine not exccoding five thousand rupees, or with both.” 

The first and second schedules were agreed to. r 

_The third schedule prescribed the maximum rates of tax for houses und 
carriages. 

The How’ate Banoo Kuisropas Pat moved that the schedule annexed to 
Act III of 1864 be substituted for this schedule. Ile found on comparing the 
two schedules that material alterations had been made in this schedule from 
the existing law. For instance in Act II] of 1564 the charge for every four- 
wheeled carriage on springs drawn by one horse or a pair of ponies was Is. 1-8; 
in the schedule of the Bill the tux was raised to Rs Then for every four- 
wheeled carriage without springs the tax in the existing liw was Rs. 1-8.” These 
two classes had been amalgumated together in the new schedule, and the tax had 
been raised to Rs. 3. The present rate for a two-wheeled carriage on springs 
was Rs, 2-4; in the Bill it was Rs. 2-8. And the tax for a two-wheeled carriage 
without springs was at present 12 annas, whereas in this schedule it was 
raised to Rs. 2-8 The Bill appeared to make no distinction between carriages 
on springs and without springs. And as the principle of the Bill was to 
impose no additional taxation, he thought the schedule of the existing law 
should be substituted for the schedule in the Bill. 

After some conversation, the Council divided :— 





Ayes 3. | Noes 5. 
The Hon’six Nawan Syep Asnevr Att) — Tho Hox'n.r Banoo Ramsnenxer Sex 
iw Banoo Kuisrovas Pau. | rs Mr. Bru. 
a Banoo Juccavaxunp Moo-| Fe Mn. Reysoups. 
KERJER. sy Sir Srvart Toga, 
” Mn. Danrier. 
The motion was therefore negatived, and the schedule as it stood was 


agreed to. 
The fourth and fifth schedules were agreed to. 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 25th instant. 


Saturday, the 25th March 1876. 


Present: 
His Honor tne Lrrurenant-Governor or Benoa, Presiding, 
The Hon'ble V. H. Scuaren, c.s.1., 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paut, Acting Advocate-General, 
The Hon’blo H. L. Damrier, 
The Hon'ble Sir Sruarr Hoaa, Kr., 
The Hon'ble H. J. Revxoips, 
The Hon'ble H. Bett. 
The Hon’ble Banoo Jucaapanunp Mooxerser, Rat Banapoor, 
The Hon’ble Banoo RamsHuNKER Sen, Rat Banavoor, 
The Hon'ble T. W. Brookes, 
The Hon’ble — Krisropas Pat, 

ani 

The Hon’ble Nawas Syep Asucar Aut Diter Jona, c.8.1. 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 


xz Hon’ste Sie Sruart Hoos said before proceeding to make the motion 
BV job pa name, he would ask leave to propose a verbal alteration 
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in tho 9th schedule, which referred to the registration of deaths in the town. 
After the 8th column of the form prescribed in that schedule, he proposed to 
add the following heads of information, ‘ residenco at the time of death,” and 
‘residence previous to Jast illness.” The object of these two additions to the 
form was to cnable the municipality to distinguish between persous who died 
in the town and were actual residents of Calcutta, and those who, although 
they died in Caleutta, were previous to their last illness residents beyond 
municipal limits. The alteration had been suggested by the Health Officer, 
Dr. Payne, who found it difficult to distinguish betweon those two classes of 
deaths. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The Hoy’nte Sm Sruart ILoca moved that tho Bill to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to the municipal affairs of Calcutta be passed. In doing 
so, he said that since the last publication of the Bill in the Caleutla Gazette, 
and indeed since it had been considered by the Select Committee, to whom it 
was referred with the view of considering how far it was possible to alter the 
control sections so as to meet the wishes of certain memorialists, the Council 
had only reccived one memorial in a general form from the Special Committce 
appointed by the Justices of the Peace. Previously to that the Council had 
received a memorial from the Justices, in which they at a vory large meoting 
generally approved of the Bill. That was previous to the introduction of the 
sections which gave to Calcutta the elective system now contained in the Bill. 
Since then the Justices had appointed another Committee, who had not onl 
romonstrated against the elective system, but had made suggestions as regards 
particular clauses of the Bill to which they had previously given their assent ; 
as all that the Justices had said had been fully considered by the Select Com- 
mittee of this Council before whom the Justices had been represented by 
Counsel, he need not take up the time of the Council by referring to those 
matters again. 

Another memorial which had also been reccived was from Baboo Prannath 
Pundit, who prayed the Council to reconsider section 148, which provided that 
people residing outside the municipal limits and not paying municipal taxes, 
should not, without the express permission of the Justices, be permitted to take 
water from the stand-pipes in the town. Seeing that such prope did not pay 
the water-rate, Sir Sruarr Hoae did not think that it could be any hardship 
to enact that, without express permission, such persons should not take the 
water which was paid for by the residents of the town. He did not think 
that the representation placed in his hands descrved tho consideration of the 
Council. He would thercfore now move that the Bill be passed. 


The How’str Banoo Kristopas Pax said before this motion was put to 
the vote, he desired to say why he considered it his duty to oppose the passing 
of the Bill. He would not take up the time of the Council by reiterating the 
objections which he had taken to several portions of the Bill, He readil 
acknowledged the paticnce and courtesy with which the Council had heard his 
arguments und objections, as well as the various suggestions which he had made 
for the improvement of the Bill. He would now simply sum up the reasons 
upon which he considered it his duty to protest against the passing of 
the Bill:— 

Firstly. —Because tho Bill, though it professes to concede self-government to the le 
of Calcutta, leaves tho appointment and dismissal of the Chiof Executive Officer in the hands 
of Government, and thus destroys one of the most essential charactoristios of self- 
government. 

Secondly.—Because the Bill sanctions the union of the functions of Chairman of the 
Commissioners and Commissioner of Polico in the hands of one person, which is dotrimental 
to efliciency, tends to divide responsibility, and opens a door to abuse of power. This 
centralization of authority is not required in the imterest of tho town, inasinuch as the 
experience gained in the sister capitals of Madras and Bombay shows that the separation of 
the two oflices works thore smoothly and satisfactorily. 

Thirdly.—Because the Bill sanctions additional objects for municipal expenditure, which, 
though optional, may be enforced at the discretion of the Commissioners, and which, when 
enforced, are likely to result in additional taxation. The multiplication of municipal 
expenditure on objects of secondary importance, when the town is burdened with a hea’ 
ack and its primary requirements cannot be satisfactorily met from want of funds, is pani 
to pageaten 
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Fourthly.—Beocause the Bill reduces tho hours of tho supply of water at high pressuro 
from 17 to 3 during twenty-four hours, though it enhances the water-rate from 5 to 6 por 
cent. Tho reduction of the water-supply will placo tho peoplo at considerablo disadvantage 
and imperil the suceoss of the drainage system. 

The Hon’stx Mr. Brookes said he also desired to record his protest 
against the passing of this Bill. He cordially agreed in the remarks which 
had fallen from the hon’ble member who had just spoken. Every argument 
which could possibly be made use of against the various sections of the Bill 
which had been objected to had been brought’ to the notice of the Council 
by the hon’ble member and himself, and it now only remained for them to 
record their protest against the passing of the Bill that day. 

The Hoy’ste Banoo Juccavanunp, Mookrrser reterred to the petition 
which had been received from Baboo Prannuth Pundit regarding section 143 
of the Bill. lis desire was to ask the Council to consider whether they could 
not modify tho section in some way. The provision as it stood would be to some 
extent a hardship on persons who were not resident in Calcutta, but who, from 
their residing in proximity to the town, had enjoyed the benefits which the 
water-supply conferred upon the residents of Calcuttu. Pure and good water 
was wholly a matter of necessity and not aluxury to those who had been 
accustomed to it. 

‘The How’nix Sir Stuart Hoe said he would point out that tho Bill 
in its present form absolutely accorded to the residents of the suburbs an 
advantage which they did not now possess. Under the existing law the 
Justices had no power whatever to grant permission to persons outside the town 
to take any water. But by section 143, with the view of meeting the conve- 
nienco of people living outside the town, the Council had thought fit to declare 
that the Commissioners should have power to allow persons residing outside 
the town to take water from the stand-posts on sach terms as the Commis- 
sioners might think fit. Ile did not think it was any hardship to declare by 
legislation that people who did not pay for the water lad not the right to 

e water unless with the sanction of the people who did pay for it. 

The motion that the Bill be passed was then put :— 





Ayes—8. Noes—3 
Tue Hon’sir Banoo Ram Sunken Sex. | Tue Hox nur Ny 
ss » SJuGGapancny Mooxrr- * Banoo Kiusropas Par, 
JRE. ; “i Mn. Brooxes. 
4 Mr. Ben. 
i » Reynowns. 


Sir Srvart Hoa. i 
Mr. Damerer. 

Tux Apvocate-GrnERaL. 

Mr. Scnatcn. 


So the motion was carried and the Bill was passed. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 


Ow the motion of the How’ste Mr. Darter the Council proceeded to the 
further consideration of the Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to 
municipalities. ; ome actos 

Section 3 declared under what classes existing municipalities would fall. 

The Hon’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat said this section was intimately 
connected with sections 13, 303, and 304. It might bo in the recollection of 
the Council that when the quostion of forming fresh municipal unions under 
this Act was under consideration, ho called attention to the injustice of includ- 
ing outlying villages in these unions, and it was at last agreed that such villages 
should not be included in fresh unions which might be formed under sections 
18, 303, and 304. The discussions of the Council on this point showed 
that it recognised the injustice of including such outlying villages in 
municipal unions. If the injustice of including such villages in fresh 
unions was admitted, he did not see why the injustice should be porpetuated 
in existing unions; and if the opportunity were given to the Municipal Com- 

missioners and the Government, he did not doubt that they would rectify it. 
Section 3 was so worded that it would not be in the power of the Commissioners 
or the Government to exclude these outlying villages from such unions, 


” 
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Several hon'ble members had testified from their own experience to the hardshi 
and injustice of including these villages; and therefore, in accordance wit 
the decision already arrived at, he would move the addition to the section of 
the following words— 

“and within six months from the date on which this Act shall come into force, the Com- 
missioners at : meeting, with the sanction of the Lioutenant-Governor, may exclude from the 
limits of the municipality such place or places as are described in sections 13, 303 and 304.” 

If the Council accepted the principle of the amendment, the words could 
be aiterwards altered so as to fitinto the legal phraseology of the Bill. But the 
broad question was that if it was unjust to include outlying villages in unions 
to be formed hereafter, surely the injustice was aay patent in refusing to 
exclude vil'ages, already included in-unions and municipalities, which ought 
not, according to reason and justice, to have been so included. 

The How’nie Me. Damier said he must oppose this motion. No doubt 
the Council had by their decision in section 13 affirmed the principle that they 
thought tho conditions imposed should be adhered to in bringing new places 
under municipal legislation. In so far he quite admitted that the Council had 
already done considerable good which the executive would, he hoped, follow in 
dealing with existing municipalities and municipal unions. But he must 
say that he thought some weight should be given to the fact of towns or 
tracts having been subject to a certain Jaw for a number of years. We had 
said for instance that no place should be a municipality which did not contain 
at least three thousand inhabitants. Now, he believed that if a place had been 
a municipality for ten years, and it contained only two thousand inhabitants, 
it would not be right in “effect to reduce it to the status of an agricultural 
village again after it had had the status and dignity of a municipality for ten 
years. 

Then he wished the honorable gentleman to observe that the section as it 
was drawn left it quite open for the Commissioners to do what was proposed. It 
only provided that the machinery of such places should not come to a dead-lock 
on the passing of the Act. Everything would bree in existing municipalities 
and towns according to present qualifications. But it had been specially provided 
that the local Government might impose other qualifications. The section pro- 
vided that * unless and until the Lieutenant-Governor should otherwise direct by 
notification.” There was therefore full power given to the Lieutenant-Governor ; 
and the Commissioners might, and in extreme cases no doubt would, move tho 
Lieutenant-Governor to exercise that power. At any rate it would be most 
dangerous for the Government to accept the amendment proposed, so far as 
Mr. Dampiz understood it, without ascertaining what the facts were. ‘Tho Bill 
had now been wecks and weeks befure the Council, and no notico of this 
amendment had been formally given. Not that he should press that ground at 
all, but he might say that the amendment could not be accepted by the Govern- 
ment withont seeing how it affected the status of existing municipalities 
and townships. 

The Hoy’ste Mr. Bet said he thought there were two very short objec- 
tions to the amendment proposed. First, that it was opposed to the well-known 
principle that you ought not to change the status of a public body without giving 
that body notice. The effect of the amendment would bo that you would alter 
tho status of existing municipalities without giving the inhabitants any chance 
of being heard against the change proposed. ‘The second objection was that it 
adopts the dangerous principle of giving retrospective effect to legislation, The 
only safe course was to apply the Bill ene. to our municipalities, but . 
if the amended Bill were adopted, the new ug ed would at once apply to all 
municipalities. He thought it would be very gerous if the Council were 
to amend the section as proposed. 

The How’ste Mr. Dawprer said a great deal had been made of the point 
that this Bill was not intended to increase taxation; that was the way the 
argument was put. But he thought the fair way to state the case was that 
the Bill was mainly a Consolidation Bill, introducing minor amendments 
where they were desirable, but not introducing any radical changes in the law. 
Now, with regard to increased taxation, if an extra rupee was put on, the objeo- 
tion had beentaken that the object of the Bill was not to increase taxation. 
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On the other side most sweeping innovations were introduced at the instance 
of hon’ble members without any objection being taken that this was mainly a 
Consolidation Bill. 

The Hon’stx Banoo Krisropas Pas said he owed it to himsel” to offer 
an explanation on the point urged by the hon’ble mover. He said that. this 
was a Consolidation Lill, with ‘aly a few minor alterations in tho existin 
provisions of the law. The Council had now come to the end of tho Bill, 
and Banoo Krisropas Pau would just state serialin’ some of the subjects with 
which this Bill dealt. Aud he would appeal to the hou’ble member himself to 
say whether the many sections which had been introduced regarding 
conservancy, building regulations, bustees, slaughter-houses, markets, and other 
things, were not, to use his own expression, sweepins innovations ; whether 
the provisions on these subjects were quite consistent with his stavement of 
objects and reasons; and whether the sinzle proposition which Banoo “Ristopas 
Pat had ventured to advance for the purpose solely of rectifying the glaring 
injustice which was admitted on all hands, would materially alter the character of 
the Bill. Of course he was entirely in the hands of the Council; but he sub- 
mitted that when an injustice was admitted, and when it was «a glaring 
injustice, no technical objection ought to prevent the Council from doing justice 
to the poor people in outlying villages which were unjustly included in munici- 
pal unions. 

The Hoy’ste Sir Stuart Moca thought that the hon’ble member's object 
would be better attained by an aincndment of section 9. He should therefore 
move that to that section be prefixed the words ‘On the representation 
of the Commissioners or by his own motion.” 

The Hon’str Banoo Kuisronas Pai’s amendment was withdrawn, and Sir 
Stuart Hogg’s amendment was agreed to. 

The postponed sections 4 and 5 were agreed to. 

Section 2, the interpretation section, was agreed to. 

In Section 1, for the second paragraph the following clause, taken from the 
Calcutta Municipal Consolidation Bill, was, on the motion of the Hoy’BLE 
Me. Damier, substituted :— 

“and it shall come into forer as the local Government may diroct, not being more than three 
months after the date on which it may be published in the Calcutta Gazetle with the assent 
of the Governor-General.” 

The preamble and title were agreed to, and the Bill as settled by the 
Council was ordered to be published in the Caleutta Gazette. 


SETTLEMENT OF RENT DISPUTES. 


The Hon’ste Mr. Daspter presented the report of the Select Con:mittee on 
the Bill to provide for inquiry into disputes regarding land, and to prevent 
agrarian disturbances; and moved that the report of tie Select Committee be 
taken into consideration in order to the settlement of to clauses of the Bill. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The How’ste Basoo Krisropas Pat enquired whether the settlement of 
the clauses of this Bill now was to be considered final, or only provisional. 
If it was not the object of the Council to proceed with this Bill in a hutry, with- 
out giving an oppactenl’y to those interested to make known their o'xjections, 
he had no objection to the settlement of the clauses at tho presont sitting of 
the Council. He was informed that persons interested in this Bill were desi- 
rous of ex ing their views regarding it, and they had had no tine to do 
go since the publication of the Select Committee's report. 

His Honor tHe Presipent stated that the settlement of the clauses would 


be provisional ; thero was every desire to afford those interested an oppor- 
tu to submit any representations they might have to make, and it was there- 





fore, he thought, better that the Council should considor the clauses o:" the Bill 
and settle ‘them provisionally, so that the public might sec tho Billin the 
shape in which it was likely to be passed. : 

Section 3 provided that if it should appear to the Lieutenant-Governor that 
Serious dispute existed in any tract of country as to any question in respect 
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of the adjustment of rents, or as to arrears of rents, the Lieutenant-Governor 
might deciare the provisions of the Act to-be in force in such place. 

The Hon’sir Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the cmission of the words “in 
respect of the adjustment of rents or as to.” His reason for making that 
motion was that the Bill did not provide any principle upon which the 
adjustment of rents was to be made. The hon’ble member had pointed out 
that this was morely a procedure Bill. B4noo Krisropas Par had since carefull 
considered the Bill, and found that it was provided in section 18 that the Col- 
lector should, as far as possible, follow the procedure preseribed in Act X of 
1859: he might therefore follow that procedure as far as ho chose. There was 
nothing to show that he was to be guided by the principles laid down in that 
Act for the enhancement of rent. 

(The How’ste THE Apvocars-Genrrat remarked that the hon’ble member 
was under a misapprehension. ‘The Collector had no option, but was bound to 
follow the procedure of Act X of 1859 as fur as possible—as far as he could go. 
Take the case of equitable rents; there the rule of proportion laid down in 
Thakoorance Dossec’s case must be applied. But if the rule of proportion there 
laid down could not be applied, then the Collector was to be guided by his 
own judgment, and act according to equity and good conscience, } 

None was better aware than the learned Advocate-General that the rule of 
proportion laid down by the High Court was not easily workable, and therefore 
suits would be decided aceording to the varying judgment of the Collectors. 

It was to this wide discretion he objected. He thought the law should 
lay down a number of definite principles, because one pees might not 
be applicable to all parts of Dengal; but if certain principles applicable to the 
varying circumstances of different districts were adopted, the Collector would 
have some guide in regulating the adjustment of rents. 

The Hon’nte Tux Avvocate-Gexirat said, during the discussions of the 
Select Committee certain rules had been framed by him, in conjunction with 
the hon’ble mover of the Bill, to enable the Collector to follow certain lines in 
the adjustment of rents. But they were objected to by the majority of the 
Committee. He for one was quite willing to agree to the motion of the 
hon’ble member. ‘The grounds of cnhancement were mentivned in section 17 
of Act X of 1859. For instance, if the ‘value of the produce or the productive 
powers of the land have been inereased otherwise than by the agency or at the 
expense of the ryot,” then the Act said that a pottah should be given “at 
fair and equitable rates.” The question in all cases was, what was the limit 
of enhancement. Thakooranee Dossee’s case followed a certain rulo of propor- 
tion, and practically one member of the proportion was not discoverable; 
and therefore the rule there given could not be followed. Butinasmuch as the 
value of the produce had been increased, the Court must follow certain other 
rules to find out the rate of enhancement. Thakooranee Dossee’s case was not 
exhaustive. ‘The zemindar could not go without an increase, because the 
rule there laid down could not be followed. The rules which had been framed . 
were proposed not with the view to compel the Collector to follow them, but 
merely to point to certain principles which he might adopt; always bearing in 
mind that these principles were subject to the broad principle in the Act, that the 
rate must be ‘fair and equitable.” These rules would bo objectionable if in 
point of fact they were a sort of amendment of the Rent Act. But they were not 
proposed in the way of amendment; and if the principles contained in them 
were worked fairly and practically, they might be of much assistance to the 
Collector in arriving at an adjustment of rent. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Beut said he had a anne objection to embody these 
rules in the Bill, which was not one of substantive law, but merely of procedure 
and jurisdiction. The result of introducing such rules, or any similar rules, 
would be that we should have the whole of Bengal in a blaze. An irresistible 
inducement would be held out to every zomindar to enhance the rents of his ryots 
in order that he might try the effect of these new principles. ‘The object of the 
Bill was to settle disputes, not to foment them. But if these wings wero 
inserted in the Bill, we should foment disputes throughout the length and 
breadth of the Jand. One of the principles laid down in the proposed rules'was, 
that's zemindar might enhance the rent of his ryots by taking as a standard what 
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tenants-at-will in adjacent places paid for their land. What would be the result 
of such 9 principle? Why, the zemindar would only have to put up two or threo 
fictitious ryots, and say, “these tenants are payin so much rent per boegha,” 
and he would thus be uble to enhance the rent of every ryot on his estate. 

_, Again, Mr. Bett would esk whether tho three principles laid down in 
these rules were the only principles upon which the rates of ront could be 
adjusted. If rules were to be laid down, why should they not be laid down in 
tha interest of the ryot as well as of the zemindar. But his objection was not 
only to the per of these rules ; he was strongly opposed to amending the 
substantive law of the land in a temporary imueasnro of this sort. He felt 
confident that it would be most unadvisabls to introduce new principles 
in a temporary measure of this sort, and he hoped the Council would 
not, when passing a temporary measure to settle disputes in regard to rent, 
allowa most important and substantive change in the law to be embodied as 
it were by a side wind in the Bill. He felt sure that these proposals would be 
received with great opposition throughont the country. and that it would not 
be within the ability of the the Council to pass the Bill without exciting the vory 
feelings which the Bill was intended to allay. : 

The How'sve tie Apyvocare-Gexeran said he did uot think the hon’ble 
member who had just spoken hail quite understood the principle upon 
which these rules wero intended te be proposed. The object of the Bill 
was a summary enquiry for the purpose of adjusting disputes relating to rent; 
and until persons who were at issue witht each other could lave their disputes 
properly settled, they would resort to other means for settling their differences. 
The rules were intended for the purpose of enabling the settler of disputes 
to use his own jwdment asto whieh should be the proper principle upon 
which the dispute should be settled. If these principles were not to be 
introduecd, and the rule in Thakooranee Dossee's case was to be the sole stand- 
ard by which the Collector siinid by guided, then in eases where it might be 
impossible to ascertain the first aaenbor in the rule of proportion there laid 
down, namely the rate of rentat the time of the last adjustmont. of rents, what 
principle was the Collector to follow in aseortaining tho rate of rent? A man 
was entitled to a certain proportion of the ineroased value of the prodace, and he 
brought a suit to obtain Mins increase of rent, [ft was impossible to determine 
the enhanced rent payable, and the suit was dismissed. Did that allay 
disputes? The Anvocyre-Gryiuan submitted that it rather fomented disputes. 
Therefore, so far from the principies proposed to he laid down by these rules being 
calculated to foment disputes, he thought they were likely to settle disputes. 

With regard to the ease put of the zemindar doing something by fraud, he 
submitted that every principle. however fair, might be defeated by fraud. 
Fraud was a fact inthe exse. [the zemindar gained a decree by means of fraud, 
he deceived the judge. But the Apvocare-Grsrnar thought that such frauds 
would rarely be established if the Collector was vigilant and had experience 
of his district. Even the highest judicial tribunals miscarried somoatimes in 
atriving at conclusions of fact. A case of fraud was exceptional: if it could be 
detected it would have no force. 

The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) had suggested that 
unless you had some principles upon which the adjustment of rents was to be 
made, what was the use ot this Hill atall? Having seen the force of that 
objection, the Apvocarr-CrxexiL thought it iis duty to embody some rules 
whith might assist the Collector to determine the rate of rent in those cases in 
which the rule in Thakoorance Dossee’s case did not apply. All that was 
intended was to introduce, in case of a difficulty in dividing the proportion of 
increase between the ryot and the z-mindar in consequence of the inapplicability 
of. the rule of proportion laid down, some principles, not as absolute rules of 
igw,. but to assist the Collector in determining in such cases what would 
be a fair and equitable rate of rent. He further intended that if it wero found 
that the principles embodied in these rules worked sa'istactorily, hereafter, when 
any p for the amendment of the law was before the Council, these rules 
migii¢-be taken into consideration. As the law stood, the Collector must decide 
what.avas @ fair aud equitable rent. He must first follow the ruling in Thakoo- 
no’ ose ; and if he could not find out the different members of the rale 
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of proportion there given, he must then eithoy dismiss the suit, or he must decide 
according to his own judgment on tho principle of what was fur and equitable. 
Then which was best, that, what was fair and equitable should be described b 
fair lines for the Collector's: assistance, or that it should be left entirely to his 
own discretion? ‘The matter was unanswerable that the latter was preferable 
to the former; that the Colleetor’s judgment should be guided by some prin- 
ciples, rather than that he should be left to his unfettered discretion, It 
was on these considerations that the ApvocaTe-Grverat thought some rules 
should be put forward in this Bill; if he thought that the rules would have 
the effect of fomenting disturbances, he should have been the last to have 
proposed them, He suggested them because he thought that they would enable 
the Collector to give » modified ruling in those cases in which the ruling 
laid down by the High Court might not apply. 


His Honor tur Parsipenr said, the third of the Rules which it was proposed 
to introduce (rule ¢) ran in this way—‘ hy taking as the standard of com- 
parison the rates which are generally paid by ryots having no right of 
occupancy in adjacent places, or in such places as the Collector may select, for 
lands of a similar description and having similar advantages.” Now, he under- 
stood the hon’ble member on the right (Mr. Bell) to consider that this rule would 
induce the zemindar to set up tenants-at-will paying nominal rents, and by such 
nominal standard to endeavour to enhance the rents of the ryots. His Honor 
was anxious to explain, in the first place, as the learned Advocate-General had 
remarked, that if a zemindar did so it would be an attempt to defraud, which 
he should hope would not be yeneraliy followed by gentlemen in the position 
of zemindars, and if the attempt were made, it ought te be found out. One 
could funecy the Civil Court being deceived by strong and skilfully prepared 
evidence ; but the Collector, who had every sort of information of his district, 
ought not to be duped by any attempt of that kind, But be that qs it might, 
His Honor was anxious to explain to the Council what was a matter of great im- 
portance, that this was the very rule, and absolutely the very prineiplo, on which 
all rents of occupancy tenants were adjusted in Northern India, inthe Punjab, in 
Oudh, and in fact thronzhout Northern India. Ie ventured to say that there was 
no part of India in which this question was so minutely studied as in Northern 
India, and there was no province in which the variety of tenures was so great as 
in Northern India. You took first of all the average of what was called 
the pergunnah rate, which was what the landlord could get in the market 
in the shaye of rent from a tenant-at-will. ‘That was taken as the basis 
of the adjustment, and favorable rents were all culeulated on that basis. 
One man had 4 per cent. cdvantage as compared with ordinary rates; 
another man had 10 per cent.; another had 25 per eent.; and some had 
even 50 per cent. Hon'ble members who had served in that part of the 
country must be aware of this; and if the Council would consult the Panjab 
Tenants’ Act they would sce exactly the same priuciple laid down tkere. He : 
was sanguine that something of the same kind might answer in Bengal, and it 
was satisfactory to see that principle suggested by so competent and experi- 
enced an officer as the Jearned Advocate-General. His Honor did not seo that 
this principle was open to the objection taken by the hou’ble member on the 
right (Mr. Bell). When the substantive law declared that the Collector should 
determine the rent upon fuir and equitable rates, it was not an amendment of 
the law for the Council to lay down certain principles which, the Collector 
might take into consideration. If they should say that the Collector should” 
not decide what he should consider fair and equitable rates, but upon 
some other principle, that would be an alteration of the substantive Jaw. .. 
But what the learned Advocate-General meant was, that in arriving. at cwhat 
was fair and equitable, the Collector might adopt certain principles, which was 
nothing more than to give something for his guidance. ; ¢ 


Tho How’siv, Mr. Bett, observed that no one had a ter éxperié: ° hoe. 
than himself of the value of any opinion which the learned Odes o-General ‘: 
a give. But he regretted that he could not, in the nt instanoa; 
si eis 











the Icarned Advocate-General that these rules would not 
stantive law. It was said that the Collector need not ayail <hini 
roles unless be pleased, But it was surely @ change inthe law 
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‘Collector to make use of rules which were novel and opposed to the existing 
law. ‘Then again, rulo (¢) allowed tho Collector to fix the rates by a comparison 
with rents obtained by competition. Yet that was the very principle which 
thirteon judges of the High Court condemned in Hills’ ease; and Mr. Beut 
thought they rightly condemned it. The rule Juid down in that case was that 
the rates should be fair and equitable customary rates, not that they should be 
determined by competition. ‘The rates of rent,could only be decided by eom- 
petition in a country like England, where both sides were capitalists. Any attempt 
to fix rates by competition in « country like this would revolutionize the whole 
country. It was perfectly truc, as pointed out by the learned Advoeate-General, 
that fraud invalidated all proceedings; but his objection to this rule was 
that it would enable zemindars to enhance rents by setting up fictitious ryots, 
and that it would be almost impossible to detect fraud in such eases. If the 
zemindar placed three or four ryots on his land. and took from them kuboo- 
liyats at very high rates, how was the Collector to say that they were not bond fide 
ryots. ‘Though Mr. Brit, as he had said before, had great respect for any- 
thing that emanated from the Jearned Adyocste-General, he must remind 
the Council that this principle of fixing rents by competition had been con- 
demned by thirteen Judges of the High Court. He thought the Council 
should pause before introducing a rule which’ lad been so unanimously con- 
demned. He felt convinced that if any fresh principles were introduecd into 
this Bill, it would lead to disputes, and to one general attempt to enhance rents 
throughout the country. ‘The learned Advoeate-Gencral said that the Collector 
very often was in great difficulty in fixing what were fair and equitable rates. 
When the Civil Courts had to determine what were fair and equitable rates, they 
had to apply certain principles for ascertaining that rate [Tim Apvocate- 
Genvrat.—Hence the disputes.] Then, Mr. Brus said, alter the substantive 
law. If, the disputes arose from the state of the substantive law, the proper 
course was to amend that law. Therefore he did hope that the Council would 
not accede to the suggestion of the learned Advocate-General, and introduce 
these new principles in the Bill. 

The How’ste tar Apyocate-Gexerat said, in reference to the observations 
which fell from the hon’ble member who had just spoken in regard to the 
decision of the thirteen judges of the High Court, le would point out that the 
great objection to the decision taken by Sir Barnes Peacock, uamely that under 
Act X of 1859, the equity attempted to be administered by the rule of propor- 
tion to the ryot who was fourteen years in occupation was the same as that 
which was dealt out to the ryot who held from the time of the permanent settle- 
ment, was not met by the other Judges. Surely a different rule should be 
applied to a khoodkhast kudeemee ryot from that which was applied to a man 
who was only fourtecn years in possession, He did not propose to set aside 
the rule of proportion at all, or put forward 1s competitive system of letting 
land; he would leave it to the Collector to decide what was fair and equitable, 
only keeping his eye upon the rate of rent which was obtainable under the 
competitive principle. He merely asked the Collector to consider that broad 
fact; then having that fact before him, the Collector was asked to consider 
what was fair and equitable. The rules which were proposed were not hard- 
and-fast rules, but wero proposed simply with the object that the Collector 
should take those principles into consideration in determining what was fair and 
equitable. 

{Bas Honor rae Presiment observed that tle law now left it absolutely to 
the-Civil. Court to decide what was fair and equitable in rent. It might go accord- 
ang to the rule of proportion, or any other rule. If it could not follow the rule 

j ion given in ‘Thakoorance Dossce’s case, then it was to arrive at what was 
faix 6nd equitable in some other way. But there was no rule laid down as to how 
‘the Court was to do so, Then did it amount to an alteration of the substantive 
daw, if the Court were morely to follow one or other of three or four rules laid 
down for its assistance ? Those rules had been given to him by the hon’ble moyer 









: Bill, He thought them to be fair rules, and such as ought to be adopted. 
por other the substantive law must be altered. Lut this was a 
measure, and inasmuch as the Colloctor was left to his own discretion, 
‘adopt these rales or not as he thought fit, it appeared to him that 
eration of the substantive law. 
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Collectors if they could not settle these things better than the Civil Court. 
Hon'ble members knew that they had settled them in the Dacca district, and 
in the Pubna district exactly the same thing would have happened if ° 
tionary measures had not been taken, Therefore experience showed that the 
transfer of the jurisdiction in cases of this sort was beneficial. 

The How’ste Mr. Dampier observed that there was a very material differ- 
ence made in the Bill in Select Committee. As the Bill stood before, the Lieute- 
nant-Governor was to state the “matters” to be decided by the Board after a 

eral enquiry. The majority of the Select Committee had. inserted the words 
“of fact” after the word “matters.” That made a very wide difference in the 
intention of the Bill as introduced by the mover; because the original intention 
was that the Board should lay down general instructions for the guidance of the 
Collector in the settlement of these suits, whereas now the Collectors would 
have to arrive at a finding at their own discretion, F 

The How’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat said he was quite aware of the chan; 
Under the Bill as introduced, the Board of Revenue was empowered to lay 
down any principles they might think fit; now, they would be restricted to the 
finding of facts, So the discretion of the Collector was absolute with regard 
to the application of principles, with the exception of course of an appeal to 
the Commissioner, which was also allowed by the original Bill. ‘Therefore the 
alteration made by the Select Committee made the Bill more objectionable 
than it was before. 

‘The Hoy’ste tre Advocarz-Grnerat observed —Suppose the Collector said, 
“TJ find that the rule laid down in Hills’ case is unworkable, because I cannot 
find what was,the value of the produce at the tino the rate of rent was fixed ; 
therefore | will follow one or other of these principles.” Would it be said that 
he did not follow a good rule, if he fullowed one of the rules which were proposed 
to be laididown in the Bill? ‘That was all the ApvocaTe-G ENERaL desired, namely, 
that thereshould be laid down certain principles for the assistance of the 
Collector in arriving at what was “ fair and equitable.” He was pretty clear 
in his own mind that if some such rules were not laid down the Bill would 
be aseless. If the Government thought that a simple transfer of jurisdiction 
would be sufficient, he had nothing to say against such transfer. But when it 
was seen how utterly impossible it was in some cases to apportion the increased 
produce between tho zemindar and the ryot, he doubted very much whether a 
mere transfer of jurisdiction was enough, Could it be expected that a sick 
person would be healed mercly by calling in a new doctor: what was required 
was a new doctor with new appliances ? 

His Hoyor tae Prestpenr said it was true that the proposal was to call 
in a new doctor og Collector) without any new appliances, except such as he 
secret from his position as a revenue officer. But the one doctor was 

er than the other, as every zemindar knew and as was proved by what 
had happened in the Eastern districts. 
_ His Honor rue Prestpent said he should like, if he could, to insert 

‘some such rules as those proposed by the learned Advocate-General. They 

Be to him not to go very far, and they were Bene harmless : 
ey could do no harm, and they might do good. They were worded | 
‘the lion’ble gentleman’s usual skill and carefulness, combined with the 
2 and practical experience of the hon'ble mover. First the rules } 
the Collector should fix the rate of rent upon a certain principle, Hy 
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such proportion of such competition rates as he should consider “ fair and equi- 
table.” That was the practice in other parts of India, where these things were 
more particularly considered, The rules appeared to Hts Honor to be good 
rules, but there was this objection to them, that thoy might cause apprehension 
to arise that a change in the substantive law was being made: whereas the real 
object of the Act was a mere transfer of jurisdiction ; and secondly, perhaps the 
ae of the Council would not agree to these rules being inserted in 
e Bill. 

The question of trying to alter the substantive law was under separate 
consideration. His Hoxor derived encouragement in pressing on the matter 
from what he heard from the learned Advocate-General, and if the Government 
succeeded in their endeavors, it would be one of the greatest boons which could 
be conferred upon the inhabitants of these provinces. He was not without 
hope of being able to frame some Bill, which he should submit separately for 
the consideration of the Council. But it was an objection to put in what he 
might call a jurisdiction Bill any rules of this description. Nevertheless, 
lotking at the uncertainty of their being able to psss a larger law of that kind, 
he was personally in faver of these rules being introduced, But if these rules 
could not properly be inserted in the Bill, he was willing not to have the rules 
and to pass the Bill without them, as it would enable the Government to do 
by Jaw what had been done in the Dacca district without law. They had 
done the thing to the satisfaction of both parties in Dacea; but in an old 
established province like Bengal they could not answer for being able to succeed 
again. ‘That was an argument for passing this Bill, which provided for nothing 
more than a nere transfer of jurisdiction, Therefore if the Council were in 
favor of accepting these rules he should be glad; but if they did not approve 
of the rules being included in the Bill, he should be content to see the Mill 
pass without them. 

The Hon’str Mr. Revvoxps said, as a member of the Select Committee on 
this Bill he felt it his duty to say that he thought there were very strong objec- 
tions to these proposed rules. They would have the effect of giving rise to 
serious apprehensions amongst the ryots that the law was being altered to 
their disadvantage, and he thought, with all deference to the learned Advocate- 
General, that they did to some extent alter the substantive law. It was truo 
that the first clause declared that the Collector was to fix the rate of rent 
according to the rulo of proportion laid down by the High Court; but the 
working of the rule of proportion was limited by the latter part of the clause 
to a period of five or ten years before the date of the institution of the suit, 
That Ma. Rerxotps believed was an entirely new provision. 

Then it appeared to him that the tendency of these sections would be 
that the Collector would not fix his mind so entirely to the necessity of 
working out the rule of proportion. They gave him not exactly an alternative 

ure, but one which was much easier 1o follow than working out the 
tule prescribed by the High Court. He feared that, under the temptation of 
these rules, some Collectors might be induced to say, wore readily than 
ought to do, that they could not apply the rule of proportion, and might 
therefore proceed to fix a “ fair and equitable” rate of rent according to their 
own judgment of what was fair and equitable. He thought that such a resul 
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bound to say, in justice to the learned Advocate-General, that every one of these 
rules would so fur conduce to peace and quietness in the country. But. still if 
the Council could not pass them, he was quite willing to do without them. He 
would rather take the Bill without these rales, than risk its safety by inserting 
them if there was no prospect of the Bill being so passed. He had te look of 
course not only to what his own opinion might be, but what he thought might 
be the opinion of the country generally and of the authorities into whose hands 
the ill might fall. P 


The Hoy’ste Banoo Juccapancyp Mooxenser said it appeared to him to 
be of doubtful propriety to insert in the Bill any rules such as these. The rule 
of en as laid down by the High Court in Hills’ case was found not to be 
workable, and could not be worked by the Civil Court, and the present attempt 
was to see whether the Collector would be able to work it out. He would be 
in a better position to do so than the Civil Court; he would be able to visit the 
eng personally, and he would have more opportunity of settling disputes by 

is personal influence. The Civil Court, on the other hand, was only expected 
to send an amin to the spot, to find out how the rule of proportion should be 
worked, and the Court must rely upon the report made by the amin. 


There was another reason why it appeared to Banoo Juccapaxunp 
Mooxensex objectionable to embody any rales in the Bill. It was provided thut if 
the Collector failed to apply the present rule of proportion he might fall back 
upon one or other of these rules. That, he thought, would open a door to the 
litigant parties to dispute the Collector's judgment upon other points before the 
Commissioner in appeal. Therefore upon these grounds it appeared to him that 
it was not the province of the legislature to lay down any indefinite rules for 
the guidance of the Collector. 


The question was then put that the following section be inserted in the 
Bill after section 14 :— 


“144. Whenever in any suit instituted under the provisions of this Act it shall appear 
to the Collector that a ryot having a right of occupancy is liable tc enhancement of the rent 
previously paid by him on the ground that the value of the produve or the productive powers 
of the land held by him have been increased otherwise than by the agency or at the expense 
of the ryot ; 

or whenever in any such suit it shall appear to the Collector that such ryot is entitled 
to claim an abatement of the ront senreany all by him on tho ground that the valae of 
the produce of the productive powers of the land held by him have besn deoressed by any 
cause beyond the power of the said ryot, 

the Collector shall, if possible, fix the rate of rent payable by such ryot so that it shall 
bear the same proportion to the rent which he previously paid for the same lands as the pre- 
sent av gross value of the produce of such lands bears to the average gross value of the 
produce of such lands at the time when the rent of such ryot was last fixed, or at any subse- 
quent time during the tenancy of such ryot (not being less than ro years before the 
institution of such suit) in respect of which such average gross value can be ascertained ; 

but if in any such suit the Collector shall not be able to sscertain to his satisfaction the 
average gross value of the produce of such lands as it existed at the tims when the reat of 
the ryot was last fixed, or at any subsequent time during the teaancy of such ryot, not being 


Jess than fre, years before the date of the institution of such suit, 
- the Collector may determine the rate of rent payable by such ryot according,.to any of 
f methods :— 


exe ty L; the rent of the ryot so that it shall represent such portion of ths existing 
a Let ‘the prodece cf the land held by him as tho Collector shall consider 

~ fait and equitable with reference to the ciroumstances of each case ; 

by rent of the ryot so that it shall represent such portion of the average 

held by him (after deducting from the average gross annual value of 


‘ asum as may be deemed proper on account of costs of 
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The Couneil divided— 





Ayes 6. i Nova 4, 
Tur Hon’nne NawanSyvrp Asnoar Ant.| Tur Hon’ste Banoo Jvcoapanuxp 
* = Banoo Kursropas Pat. i Mookeusee. 
in * Mn. Hrookrs. tw ry Mr. Bet. 
BA PA Banoo Ramsnunner Sex. | ,, ai » Reynoxns. 
e 6 Mr. Damrier. aes ni Sir Srvaur Hoaa. 


as » Tur Apvocate-GENERa. 
The motion was therefore carried. 
Sections 4 to 29, as well as sections 1 and 2 and the preamble and title, 
were severally agrecd to 
The Council was adjourned to Thursday, the 30th instant, at 3 p.m. 


Saturday, the 30th March 1876. 


Lresent: 
The Hon'ble G. C. Paut, Acting Advocate-General, presiding, 
The Hon'ble H. L. Dampier, 
The Hon'ble H. J. Reynoups, 
The Hon'ble H. Betz, 
The IHun'ble Banoo Juccapaxunp Mooxersee, Rar Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Ramsnunker Sex, Rar Bauapoor, 
The How’ble Banoo Kristopas Pat, 
The Hon'ble Nawar Syup Asncar Aut Diter June, ¢.8.1., 


and 
The Hon'ble Movtvie Meer Manomep Ati. 


PARTITION OF ESTATES. 


The How’ste Mr. Dampier moved that the report of the Select Committeo 
on the Bill to make betier provision for the partition of estates paying revenue 
to Government in the lower provinces of the Presidency of Fort William in 
Bengal be taken int» consideration, in order to the settlement of the clauses of 
the Bill, and that the clauses of the Bill be considered fur settlement in the 
form recommended hy the Scleet Committee. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Sections 5 and 6 were agrecd to. 

Oa the motion of the Hox’ste Mr. Dampier, the following amendments 
were niade in section 7 :— 

In paragraph 3, last time, for “ shall be deemed to bo the rental of the land, was substi- 
tuted “ may, if the Collector think proper, be deomed, &e.”” 

In paragraph 5, line 5 of the sume section, after “estate” was substituted “subject only 
to the payment of a fixed amount of rent.” 

Sections 8 to 10 were agreed to. 

In section 11, lines 3 to 6, on the motion of the Hoy’sLe Mr. Damprer, the 
following amendment was made:— 

For the words “no partition of an estate shall be made if the result of such partition 
would be to form any separate estate,” were substituted “if the application shull have 
been admitted, no partition shall be carried out in accordance with such application if the 
separate estate of the applicant for such partition would be” 

Sections 12 to 36 were agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 37. 

Sections 38 to 46 wore agreed to. 

Section 47 provided for the formation of an Estates’ Partition Fund, and 
declared what costs should be chargeable to such fund. Clause (c) of the section 
was as follows :— 

“(e) the pay and allowances of any Deputy Collector who is employed exclusively in 
making partitious in the district, or such proportion as the Collector may think proper 
of the = and allowances of any Deputy Ci who is partly employed in making such 
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The How’stx Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the omission of tais clause. 
Under the existing law the pay and allowances of Deputy Collectors employed 
in making partition were not charged to the proprictors. And the reason 
was obvious. There were many administrative acts performed by the Govern- 
ment for the benefit of different classes of the commanity. Inasmuch as the 
Government was tho guardian of the public, it was hound to perform certain 
duties for the benefit of the public. Surveys were undertaken for the benefit 
of the community, but the Government did not charge the eost of surveys to 
tho landowners. In the same way, in the management of wards’ estates, the 
Collector, the Commissioner of the division, the Board of Revenue, al attended 
to the affairs of such estates, but no such charge was made to the proprietors. 
He did not see why any difierence should be made in the casc o/ butwarah 

roceedings. It was reasonable and just that all establishments entertained 
or butwarah proceedings should be paid by the proprietors interested-— 
the ameens, the chainmen, peons and other subordinate establishment. But the 
Deputy Collector formed a link of the great chain of administration, and 
Basoo Krisropas Pau saw no reason why the Deputy Collector's services 
should be charged to the estates for superintending the work of partition. One 
great object of tho Bill was to lessen the cost of butweral proceedings. ‘The 
Council was doubtless well aware that the great exponsiveness of butwarahs 
was one of the chief obstacles in its way. But tho charge proposed to be 
thrown on the estates on account of the pay and allowances of th: Deputy 
Collector would be a serious charge; and as butw: proceedings hang on 
for years, and although this Bill simplified the proceedings, still it would take 
many years to complete a partition, this charge would consequently amount to 
a very large sum. He would therefore move that, in accordance with the 
existing law, this clause be ‘omitted, and that no charge be made to the 
estates on account of the pay and allowances of the Deputy Collector. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Dampier said this was almost the only important point 
on which the Select Committee did not come to an unanimous conclusion. It 
was first proposed that a portion of the Deputy Collector's salary should form a 
charge of the partition costs leviable from the proprietors in every instance; 
that was to say, if the Deputy Collector was engaged once a month in any 
butwarah proceeding, still some small portion of the Collector's pay should be 
charged as costs of the proceedings. Subsequently, after a good deal of discns- 
sion, the Committee adopted a sort of compromise, und it ended as was seen in 
the Bill. It would be observed that by section 42, in all ordinary sporadic 
cases of butwarah, this item of the pay of the Deputy Collector was not 
included, as it was proposed under section 47 to do in cases where the whole 
or any great portion of the Deputy Collector's time was given up. ‘Then we 
came to section 43, which provided fer the formation of an Estates’ Partition 
Fund: instead of providing that the cost of each butwarah should be settled 
by itself, and paid by itself, section 43 provided that notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in the six last preceding sections, the Lientenant-Governor 
may direct that in any district a fund to be called the ‘Estates’ Partition 
Fund” should be formed. There were some districts, Tirhoot and Cuttack 
for instance, in which butwarahs were extremely numerous, and were sufficient 
fully to occupy tho timo of one Deputy Collector. Where butwarahs 
were so systematically made, and on such a large seale as to require 
the attention of a special Deputy Collector. a partition fund would be 
formed to which all receipts should be credited, and out of which all 
extablishments and other expenditure should be pad. In the section to 
which an amendment was now proposed were given the items of cost which 
should be chargeable out of this estates’ partition fund, i.c., should be charge- 
able to proprietors where partitions wero numerous enough to make it worth 
while to make a joint stock concern of the funds; and to have a regular esta- 
blishment for the purpose, instead of its being appointed ticca fur each parti- 
cular case as it arose. The majority of the Committee thought where but- 
warahs were effected in such large numbors, it would be quite fair that the 
pay of the Deputy Collector should be charged, inasmuch as his services 
‘were immediately and solely devoted to the benefit of the proprietors of estates 
and not for the general see of the country. 
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After some conversation the Council divided :— 





Ayes 4. | Noes 4. 
Tue Hoy’sir; Nawan Syep Asncarn Aut. =| Tur Hon’sre Mr. Bent. 
# re Banoo Kristonas Pat. } ws ° Mr. Reyxonns. 
ie ws Bawoo Ramenunken Sen, | Es a Mn. Darter. 
‘ » Banoo Jvacananvny Mooker-| , » Tue Presiwent. 
JER. 


: The numbers boing equal, the President gave his casting vote with the 
Noes. 

So the motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to. 

Sections 48 to 82 were agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 83. 

Sections 84 to 89 were agreed to. 

Sectior 90 ran as follows :— 

“ Whenover tho dwelling-house of one proprietor, with the offices, building, and grounds 
immodiately rttached thereto, shall have been included in tho separate estate of another 
proprietor, and the annual rent to be paid in perpetuity in respect of the land occupied 
thereby shall have been fixed by the Deputy Collector and stated in the paper of partition, as 
provided in section 87, the proprietor whose dwelling-house, offices, and buildings have been 
included as aforesaid may apply to the Deputy Collector for permission to redeom the annual 
rent s0 fixed.” 

Tho Ifoy’ste Mr. Dampter moved the addition to tho section of the 
following words :— 

“ And the Deputy Collector shall give such permission, unless ho shall be of opinion that 
such redemption would endanger the safety of the land revenue for the payment of which the 
separate estat> in which such dwelling-house, buildings, offices and grounds have been 
included will ve liable.” 

The necessity of this amendment had fdrced itself upon his conviction 
since the Sclect Committee had reported upon the Bill. ‘Ihe point was con- 
sidered in committee, and he with others then thought this precaution would be 
necessary, but since then he had reason to think differently. When the dwelling- 
house of one proprietor by the process of butwarah was placed within the 
separate estate axsizned to another pripriaiar, the Bill provided that the owner 
of the dwelling-house should hold the land oceupied by it at the jumma to be 
fixed by the Deputy Collector in perpetuity. ‘hen this section went on to say, 
not only should the proprietor have the benefit. of holding the Jand on which 
the house stood at a fixed jumma, but he might convert it into a rent-free 
holding by redceming the fixed rent assigned to it by the Deputy Collector by 
the payment of u capitalized sum, as in the section described. The question 
was whether this provision was sufficient for the protection of the interests of 
the Government. ‘Take the case of a small estate broken up into four separate 
estates, A, B, C, D, each very small. It might happen that in the particular 
separate estate A a considerable portion of the area was occupied by the dwell- 
ing-house and yard und immediate premises of another proprietor, not the 
proprietor of estate A but of estate C. In that case, on the land which was so 
occupied might be imposed a fixed jumma of say Rs. 5. It might so 
happen that the Government revenuo of the wholo separate estate A was only 
Rs. 8, Now, under the provisions of this Bill, C might redeem the rent of the 
land on which his dwelling-house was situated by a capitalized payment to the 
proprietor A, so that the separate estate A would remain with assets of Rs. 8 
only out of which to meet a sudder jumma of Rs. 8; or in other words, the 
assets would be reduced to an amount below the amount for which proprietor 
A was liable. It could not be denied that this danger might exist. Mx. 
Daurter thought it would bo better to give the Deputy Collector authority to 
refuse sh allow the rent to be redeemed on this ground, if he thought it neces- 

to do 80. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A similar amendment was, on the motion of the Hon’stz Mz. Dameres, 
mado in section 91. 

Sections 92 to 103 were agreed to. 

Section 104 provided that lands held rent-free were not to be divided, 
but might be left appertaining jointly to all the separate estates which ware 
formed, out of the parent estate. ; : 
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On the motion of the Hon’sue Mr. Dampivx the following words were added 
to the section :— 








“Provided that such lands or any of them may be slotted among the diffcrent separate 
estates with tho consont of all tho proprietors uf the parent est: te, but not otherwise.” 


Section 105 provided :— : 
“Whenever the Deputy Collector shall find in tho parent estate any Janis which ate 


held at w fixed rout on a patai or other permangnt. interinediate tenure created by all tae 
proprietors of the parent estate or their pradocessors, the Depu.y Collector may sither— 


(1) Assign lands which are held on such tenure and tho assets thereof ertirely to one 
or moro of the separate estates, the rental being caleulated as provided in exception two or 
in exception three {as tho case may be) of section 7; or 

(2) Leave such lands nnussigned to any separate estate, and specify in the partition 
papers and proceedings that tho lauds are left appertaining jointly fo all the separate 
estates in the proportion which wach separate ostate bears to the parent estate.” 


The Hoy’st.e: Mr. Darren said the question had been raised by Mr. Money 
of a case where nine out of ten proprictors admitted that the tenure was created 
by all the proprietors of the estate, and the tenth proprietor denied that it was 
so created. No procedure was provided by which the Deputy Collector should 
ascertain tho facts of the case. To get over this difiiculty, Mr. Dampier 
proposed the substitution of the words “ falling within exception 2 or exception 
3 of section 7” for the words ‘created by ull the proprietors of ihe parent 
estate or their predecessors” in line 5 of this section. 


The Hox’: Banoo Krisropas Par submitted thet the point raised by Mr. 
Money in conncction with this section was not satisfactorily answered. He 
role the question of what was to be the procedure where nine proprietors 
admitted the creation of the tenure and the tenth did not. Was he to reject the 
tenure because one proprietor out of ten did not acknowledge its reality ; or 
was he to accept the acknowledgment of the nine proprictors and reject the 
objection raised by the tenth ? 


The Hon’stx Mr. Dasvter said he was decidedly of opinion that where 
a tenure was acknowledged by nine proprictors to have been created and to 
be valid against all the proprietors, and its creation and validity was denied 
by the tenth, the Collector should not recognize the tenure, but should 
divide the lands of such tenure between the different estates created by such 
partition. After all the only difference would be that the Collector would, on 
the papers, divide the ryottee rental of the lands, instead of the tenure-holder’s 
rental, among the different separate estates. Rights would not be affected. 

After some conversation the motion was agreed to. 

Sections 106 to 109 were agreed to. 

Section 110 was passed after an unimportant amendment. 

Sections 111 to 187 were agreed to, 

On the motion of the Hon'ble Baboo Ramshunker Sen a clause was inserted 
in section 158, giving an appeal from the decision of the Deputy Collector to 
the Collector, when fixing the rent to be paid under secvion 87 by one proprietor 
for the land and dwelling-house belonging to him bu. situate in the separate 
estate allotted to another proprietor. And a clause was inserted in section 139, 
giving a similar appeal from the Collector to the Commissioner. 

The remaining sections of the Bill, with the schedule and the preamble 
and title, were agreed to. . 

The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the Ist April. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ESTABLISHMFNT OF AUTHORIZED LODGING- 
HOUSES FOR STUDENTS AT GOVERNMENT COLLEGES AND 
HIGHER ENGLISH SCHOOLS. 


OPNERAL DEPARTMENT—EDUCATON. 
Calcutta, the 10th April 1876. 
Reap— 

A Minute by the Lientenant-Governor of Bengal, dated the 30th August 1875, on the 
esta slishment of authorized Jodging-lonses for students at Government colleges 
and higher English schools 

A letter from the Director of Public Instruction, No. 1465, dated the 20th March 1876, 
reporting ou the measures to be taken for carrying out the directions of the 
Minute. 

Tax Licutenant-Governor’s Minute of the 30th August 1875 referred to 
the establisiment of hostels or lodging-louses as a matter subsidiary to higher 
education in which the Government might possibly be able to render help to 
students and their parents. The plan proposed was that the heads of colleges, 
high schools, and zilla schools should b+ authorized to establish lodging. 
houses, and to appyint some of the native masters to supervise them, each 
master so appointed receiving a capitation grant, varying according to ciream- 
stances, from four annas to eight annas per month for each student who might 
lodge with him. Thus, master accommodating 50 students in his ludging-house 
might receive from Government Rs. 25 per month, of which part would be for 
the trouble of supervision, and part ty assist in mecting the expenses which he 
would have to incur. This grant would be independent of tie payments made 
by the students themselves, which would be arranged between the students and 
the master, and would vary according to the character of the accommodation 
provided. 

2. The letter of the Director of Public Instruction reports on the 
applications which have been made for grants upon the system indicated in 
the Minute. From some districts replies have not yet been received, and in 
others it is found either that satisfactory arrangements already exist for the 
lodging and boarding of the pupils, or that none of the masters is willing to 
take the trouble and risk of establishing a lodging-house. But there remain 
a considerable number of districts which havo expressed a wish to avail 
themselves of the assistance which the Minute offers to them, 


3. Lodging-houses or hostels for Hindu students already exist in Calcutta, 
Hooghly, Berhampore, Patna,and Dacea. The Calcutta hostel was established 
about 15 years ago, chiefly through the exertions of the late Professor of the 
Presidency College, Baboo Peary Churn Sirkar. It is assisted by Govern. 
ment to the extent of Rs. 50 per month, which pays half the rental of the house; 
but the institution has not proved self-supporting, and the Direotor attributes 
this want of success to the situation of the building, which is at too great a 
distance from the Presidency College and from the Hindu and Hare Sehools. 
Mr. Woodrow remarks that there isa piece of Government land on the west of 
the Senate House which would be an eligible site for a new lodging-house, and 
he proposes, if Government will give this land, to appeal to the public for 
subscriptions to erect a suitable building. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor will direct 
enquiries to be made regarding the proposed site; and if the result of these 
enquiries should be satisfactory, he will have much pleasure in granting the land, 
and in authorizing the invitation of subscriptions for the erection of the building. 
He trusts that the liberality of native gentlemen, which has been so often 
shown in the carrying out of other works of public usefulness, wiil not be 
wanting in the realization of a scheme which is calculated to be of so much 
advantage to the best: interests of education. 


4. The hostel at Berhampore is supported partly by Government aid and 
partly by the interest of a fund locally subscribed. Its financial condition is 
reported to be satisfactory. At Hooghly the hostel reccives a monthly grant of 
{ts. 44 from Government; but it is not self-supporting even with this assistance. 
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At Dacca and Patna grants of Rs. 200 were made for establishing the hostels, 
and advances were also given, which were to he repaid from the receipts. 
‘These advances, however, have not beon refunded ; and in the case of the Dacca 
see the Lieutenant-Governor has agreed that repayment shall not be 
enforced. 


5. The Director recommends that grants, not exceeding Rs, 500 perannum, 
should be made to each of the above institutions. Itis not quite clear 
whether he intends this subvention to be in lieu of, or in addition to, the 
capitation grants proposed in the Minute. ‘Considering the importance of 
maintaining these lodging-houses at the principal centres of education, the 
Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to sanction grants of Rs. 500 per annum to 
each of these hostels, and, in addition, to allow head-movey at the rate 
of cight annas in cach of the mofussil collewes, and at ihe rate of Re. 1 
in the Caleutia hostel, in consideration of the greater expenses which attend 
a residence in the Presidency town. 

6. AtMidnapore and Ranchi the District School Committces propose to 
erect the necessary buildings from the surplus funds of the schools, and apply 
for head-monvy at the full rate of cight aunas. ‘These grants will be given as 
soon as it is certified to the Director that the buildings are ready for the accom. 
modation of students. 

7. The District Committees of Mymensingh, Tipperah, and Noakholly 
have applied for Government grants for the erection of buildings, in addition 
to the head-money sanctioned by the Minute. The Cuttack Committee also 
ask for a sum of Ks. 500 as a preliminary grant. The Liewtenant-Governor 
regrets that it is not in his power to comply with these additional applica 
tions, though quite willing to give the head-money according to the sanctioned 
seale. The object is one to which the surplus funds of a school may very 
properly and usefully be devoted; and the scheme indiested in the Minute 
did not contemplate any further assistance from Government than the 
amount of the capitation zrant. 

§. At Shohabad, Sarun, and Pooree the District Committees have 
expressed a desire to adopt the system, and have applied for head-money ; 
but it is not explained how the necessary buildings are to be provided. As in 
the cases of Midnapore and Ranchi, the grants asked for will be made on 
4 certificate beiug given that suitable buildings have been erected or rented 
for the purpose. 

9. At Rungpore the Distriet Cormitice have proposed to place the 
master of the normal school in charge of the lodging-house ; but as the normal 
school at that station will nut be permanently retained, this arrangement will 
require to be modified. 

10. At the mofussil colleges the hostels will be under the supervision 
and control of the College Vrineipals. ‘The Caleutta ILostel, which is not 
attached to amy special ¢sucational institution, will be under the supervision 
of the Inspector of tie Presidency Circle. Uosiels which may be opened in 
connection with zillah schools will be supervised by the circle inspectors. 
Ut will be understood that these officers are not called upon to exercise any 
minute interference with the details of management, or with the terms upon 
which students are boarded snd Jodged, but it will be their province to satisfy 
themselves that the hostels are conducted in such a memncr as to justify the 
continuance of Government assistance to then. 

11. The Director is requested to call for and submit proposals from those 


distticts which Lave not yet ceplied to the Minute. 
hy order of the Lirutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


I. J. REYNOLDS, 
Ofy. Secy. to the Got. of Bengal. 
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FORMATION OF A BOTANICAL GARDEN AT RUNGAROON, IN THE 
DAHJEELING DISTRICT. 


Minule hy the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, dated the 14th September 1875; . 


Ir seems to me that the time has come when a Botanical Garden should 
be established at or near Darjecling for the cultivation of plants, shrubs, and 
trees suitable to the soil and climate of the Eastern ILimalayas. Rich as are the 
hills around Darjecling in many beautiful sorts of trees, they are yet destitute of 
oue of the most remarkable natural orders of the Himalayan region, namely 
the Coniyera, the cedars, firs, pines, larches, spruces, eypresses, and others whi 
are such usual and striking objects in other parts of the mountainous country. 
The cultare of these various and noble species has to a slight extent been 
commenced at Darjeeling, aud will, L hope, be carried on perseveringly. The 
culture of many species of the Rhododendron genus, which ure found “in such 
magnificence in the higher parts of the Darjeeling district, and of the neighbour- 
ing State of Sikkim, is scarcely undertaken at all at Durjeeling, though it 
doubtless might be begun there under extraordinary advantages. The Erythrina 
and other flowering trees and shrubs whieh already grow there might be 
cultivated yet more extensively. The growth of a large tea industry in the 
surrounding districts, the approach of the railway, the proximity of the 
cinchona plantations, the presence of the head-quarters of the Forest Depart- 
ment of Bengal during several months in cach year, and other material 
causes, combine to afford encouragement for an undertaking of this description 
ov the part of Government, and to promise the successful issue of such efforts 
as might be made for the advancement of practical science and for the public 
benefit. 

Thus many botanical experiments of much value might be, and ought to be, 
carried out in the Darjecling district, a locality so highly favored by nature, 
if w good site were available. It is not, however, easy to find such a spot. 
After examining possible sites in various directions and at varions altitudes in 
these hills, [arrive at the conclusion that the place known as tho Rungaroon 
Gardens affords quite the best site for the purposes above indicated, It is 
situated on a slope at the lower edge of the great forest: which clothes the 
Senchal Mountain; its altitude of about 6,000 fect, somewhat lower than that 
of Darjecling (7,000 feet, constitutes an advantage ; its distance, six miles from 
Darjeeling, is convenient ; it is casily accessible from the road between 
Darjeeling and the Cinchona plantations at Rungbee ; it has an excellent soil, 
watered during most months of the year by ranning streams; it has trees of 
the Conifere order, planted some years ago, and already flourishing. It is 
therefore proved by experiment to he well suited to one of the main objects of 
our botanical culture. It was originally cleared and laid out in 1863 by the 
Cinchona Plantation Establishment, ‘and its general arrangement had the, 
advantage of professional knowledge. I propose, therefore, that this spotshould 
be devoted to the purpose of a Botanical Garden for the Darjeeling district, And 
T desire that the Commissioner wili he pleased to take the earliest opportunity 
of considering the detuils of this project, for the currying out of which T greatly 
rely on his good offices and exertions. ; 

The land and the buildings erected hy the Cinchona Department, ‘but. now, 
unused, are the property of Govermnent, but they, together with other lands; 
‘the whole amounting to about 800 acres, have becn temporarily made over to a- 
private gentleman on 2 lease which is terminable on the giving of throg months’. 
notice before the end of the official year. I request that duo notice ‘be ‘given. 
before the end of the current official year 1875-76 for the termination “of #48: 
lease in respect to xo much of these lands as muy be required for the Bate 
Garden, that is, in respect to an arca not pain one h : y 
about the existing buildings. This much of area, or a8 much Jess] 
Commissioner may consider expedient, must be resumed by Government ie 
Botanical Garden. duet, 
~ Within the abovementioned areca of 800 acres, there ia sithate 4 
forest of about 300 acres, regarding which separate -instractions ‘hy 
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iven that it be included in the adjoining reserved forests and plated under 
thé Conservator of Forests. Due notice regarding the termination of the lease 
in respect to these Jands also should bo given by the proper authority. ‘The 
Conservator will, however, determine the exact amount of lund to be taken 
over by his department. Thus 100 plus 800, in all 400 acres, or thereabouts, 
will be reserved for Government. 7 

Regarding the remainder of the area, namely 400 acres, the Commissioner 
is authorized either to continue the lease to the present lessee. or to make such 
other arrangements as he may deem best. 1 would place the Botanical Garden 
under the sole control of the Commissioner, whe will work through the Deputy 
Commissioner of Darjeeling. 

For the repair of the existing buildings on the gardens, f will allow the 
sum of Rs. 2,000 from “ Provincial Se “For the remainder of the 
expenses, that is, for the stocking and keeping up of the gardens and the 
current repairs of the buildings, 1 shall expect local resources to provide. 
The expenditure required in the first instance for the improvement aon exten- 
sion of the existing garden may be defrayed from the balance ef the Local 
Improvement Fund. ‘The annual cost. of maintaining the garden may be met 
from the resources pluced at the disposal of the district authorities under my 
Minute of the 9th November IST4. Such charves will be fixed as the Commis- 
sioner may deem i er for the adutission of visitors and for the sale of 
plants, &., to individuals. Any sums realized trom these sources might be 
credited to the local revenue referred to above. 

Lam sure that the Commissioner and Deputy Cominissioner, with his 
subordinates, will appreciate the value of this warden as a local institution, and 
will do their best to extend its usclulness to the whole neighbourhood. 


RICHARD TEMPLE. 














No. D2, dated Darjeeling, the 7th March 1S76, 
From—F., R. Cockrnets, Esg., Commestoner of the Kajshaliye and Cooch Behar 
Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bongal, Finaneial Department. 

Wirn reference to your letter No. 26361, dated the 14th September last, 
on the subject of the formation of a Botanical Garden at Rungaroon near 
the Darjeeling station, have the honor to forward, for the information of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Deputy 
Commissioner of Darjeeling, showing the progress that has been made up to 
date in carrying out the project for the formation of the garden, 


2. The Licutenant-Governor by his Minute sanctioned the appropriation 
of a portion of the Local Lniprovement Fund to this work, but did not specify 
the amount up to which it might be drawn upon. Mr. Edgar estimates his 
full requirements at Ks. 5,000, and I have authorized a gross expenditure from 
the fund for the purposes of the garden not exceeding that amount. I have 
directed the Deputy Commissioner to sell a portion of the svcurities in which 
the capital of the Improvement Fund is invested to realize the amount required. 


8. I believe, however, that the confirmation by Government of the per- 
mission to realize this property is needed, and | request early orders on the 
aubject. 

~ “f, Iwould also draw especial attention to paragraplt 6 of Mr. Edgar’s 
letter. , It certainly was understood at the time that this project of resuming 

§ lon of Rungarcon, therctofore assigned in lease for agricultural 
pus was under discussion, that the Forcst Department would, in consi- 
of the advantages accruing thereto from this transaction, forego all 
m to the cost of timber. Lhave now to request that the Government in 
fvénue Department will now ratify that implicd compact, and order the 
of the amount of the bill submitted by the Assistant Conservator, 
inh ‘ambunts to Ks. 380 ‘The timber wus used in the repairs of the two 
the cost of which is met from the Licutenant-Governor’s assign- 


ig, 9,000) from provincial resources. 









